
"ANCIENT PESHAWAR (AN ANALYSIS OF THE HISTORY AiID

ARCHAEOLOGYY

.1jiy'

A THESIS

BY

SHAH TIAZAR XHAT{

Submitted to the University of Peshawar In partial tulfilment

- of the requirements for the degree of

Doctor of Phllosophy
2004

Ar€a Study C€nh€ (RueCr, Chlna and Crentral Asia')
Universlty of P$hawar



D!||IAno

I h€r€by @|e 0dtl'b dFdoti b dL nerlt d my hdltidrbl Ese6rdl

and lt hd not beat qrbntlEd b any ds mhEftlt 6r lny drer degree'

s€6tembe. 09, 2004.

gull I zrn nux



tu€a Study C€ntre (Russla, China and Central Asia')
Unlversity of Peshawa.

2004

A thesis entited
"ANCIEI.IT PESHAWAR (AN ANALYSIS OF THE HISTORY AND

ARCfiAEOLOGn" be ac€epted as fumling this part of the
tequirement for the degree of

Doctor of Phllosophy in Archaeology
d
*
*

I
'J nc-JL- -:-

BV

SHAH NAZAR KHAN

a

s

q
q

ApproYedl

s|Dervkor

Edemal Examlner

Inbrnal bcmlrEr

/ r.. Sn a, C.!.tl.
rna'h & c.n&.t Adat-r"it.t irr.r ,.,r,_i

iii

Drcctor



DEDICATIOI{

To the people of Peshar,var



ABSTN'ACT

Peshawar has vdnous naines in hlsto.v, difierent from one account to

anoif|er. There are foufteefl differctrt versions in addioon to the one; the chin€se

Plhims give in their dianes inc€ antiqultv The cltv has plaved a viLal rol€ in

vadous peiods of its history in the de!€lopment of the cljlture of the area. Thls

lesearch is based on tlterature revlew, archaeological ercalttlons found from

ditrerent areas of Peshawar like Bana l'4arl, Tahkal, Shah ji kl Dheri and Ali l'4asjid

stupa, whlch are some of the maln sltes Hot€ver, th€ recent excavaton at Gor

(huw€€ is the most impodant one from s.lentrfrc poirt or Mew.

Go. Khutuee, bcated dght in the head of ihe otv, as also the highcst

polnt thus ensodng a long and continLbus culhi_dl ptofile. The et@vatjorE at

Gor Khuthee have expo6ed . pronle covering about 2600 veau, frcm the

Achaemenian dynasv of 56 century BC. through the Kushanas, Hindu Shahis,

lslamic, Sikhs and British P€riods to date. The anUquitv dis.overed of the anci€nt

past of Peshawar includes buildings, colns, Instnptions, pottery and teffacottas

The Achaemenian rul€ in Peshawar was follotved bv tne invasions of

Alexander lhe G@t and then Indccrc€ks, Tholgh th€ Macdonian rule was

shod but the valtey of Peshawar retain€d many Hellenistic Faditions, which can

b€ s€en in the a( and srchitecturc of the region. This was followed bv th€

Buddhis cMlization or GandhaE !.der the Kushanas, which lasted for about five



hundr€d vea6i tlle Buddhlsts momsteries and sniPas were d€sboyed In the

wtlte iluns Invdsion of Gandhad in th€ 5'Century A O'

P€shaw.r has alwavs be€n at the nlGstoads of clilturc' and d"llizations'

Many people cam€ and wsti some s€ded, ou€rs camed on wi$ thelr menl

ways. Unlll(e odler cmes of th€ rcgion, Pe.hawar has s€€n. for cenUrl€s' manY

Lps and do$,ns, and has embraced difier€nt clvillzalons The andent citv or

FBh.war g.ve retuge to many (trltures, the impact of whlch can be s€en in ih€

ardaeologlcal rclks bud€d in lsolad mounds under tt€ oty and €ven h the

pr€s€it day boiblngs and ways of life of th€ people of P€shawar and tne

P€shawar Lter b€.ame a foftned cltv .nd had a totat of sbde€r' gates' or

which, unfotunately, only two arc th€rE, and U|oGe too in a dilaPidated

conditlon. Ov€r a D€dod of time, dir€ten! peogle migtated ftom the ru|al and

lrbal arcas into th€ cttv, which has had an advers€ irnpact on th€ ecologv,

adlaeology and anthuily of Peshawar'

Thjs re6€arch hlghlights the orlturdl ptofle of Peshawar bas€d on t'e

adEeohqral Inv€sdg.tlotE, and thus conn€.ts ltself wilfi Fsdous r€s€arch In

the end, th€ rcsearch has put 6o.wad some .€comtEidadons to pr€s€we and

Ehabilltate tlle larc and pre.ious ardaeological sites and hlstoncal monum€nts

of thls am6zlng crty for our nihirc g€nerdjons.
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INTRODUCTION

Th€ €cological and culturdl div€rsrty that Pakistan ls gifted with has litde p.lallel in

he world, lt E a country, wh'ch akavs lasonates and astonrshes the visitoG and

ttle scholars int€rested in the cultulal beauty of the region. The colntry ls the

known heir of many of the 60+ an€lent cMliz?tlons of the €arth, Although the

emergence of the lndus Civillzrton ls .s €m.*able as its stability ior n€.ny a

thousand yea6, the recoded hlstory of the region b€gins in the middle of the

sitth c€ntury 8.C,, wh€n almost the who e of the Indus region gradualt b€came a

pan of Achaemenlan Emplrc of Persia. It was dunng this pedod that na{ values

gave fls€ to seats of leamlng .s Taxlla. The Greeks wlth Alexande/s Invasion of

the arca in 327 B.C follo{€d the Acnaemenlans rule. Though this Macedonian rule

was short-llved, the lndus valley absobed many H€llenlstc tndltlons, whlch are to

be seen in the famoils Gandharan Artt. Ther€forc, the other important cililEaton.

which €mery€d on tie area, is th€ famous Buddhist Civlllzition ot Gandha€, which

lasted for at least sev€n hundr€d yeals and flounsh€d in tli€ lush grcen vall€y of

Peshawar, the sacred land of the guddhist called GandhaF, and In the

During th€ one tiousand yeaE tnat elapsed b€tw€en th€ conqued or qrus and

Oe anival of whlbe Huns, who are suppos€dly to have caused d€strudlon bo the

B{ddhH cMlization in GandhaE, G.ndhara was und€r the native eay for only

slighdy ov€r a hundrcd yeaE of I'lauryan rule (305-190 BC). OtheMise, the area

li8hoh rerT d zMI re6.



was subjected to succ€swe forc€n invasionsr fthaemenians (558-327 BC), G€ek

(327-05 BC), Eactian (190'90 BC), S4/JD'Padian (90 8C- AD 64), and Kushana

(64 -AD), who founded krngdoms in th€ region and left inefidc€able memories in

Indlct so<ial and Dolitical llfe The lnvasion of the region before the anival or

lslam continued .nd even the remaint of the 9ssanii,6, the Kidarit€s, the

Hephthallte, the Hlndu Shahls and the Tuk Shahls can be seen in fom of

archadlogical evidde coming enn€. thrcWh prop€r scientiric o(cardtrons,

chance discovefies or illegal diggings Tir€se evld€nces show that the Gandhara

rcgbn remained an imporlant trade ctossroads .nd cultural he€tings took place

betwe€n Indiat Cenhal Asla, and the l\4iddl€ East P€6hawar remaln€d one or the

chief citr6 and cultural centes of ancient Gandhara.

Peshawar, the present (apltal of the North West Frontjer Prcvince, is situated

abod r2 kn east of the Bab-i-Khvt€r. It is also the head quaner of the cent-dl

dist ct of the Peshawar divislon. GeoqaPhlcally sp€aking the cltv or Peshawar li€s

betwe€n 3y 55 to 34'05'north lah'tude and 71o 20 to 7l'40'east longilld€r'

Th€ €ltv itself ls bound€d on the east bv the river Bala and on the north bv the

liver Eudni (se€ l4aps \4I and VIll). To sle east it is ddamin ted by tle oflshoot

of the Kabul Rter and on th€ west by the Khyber hllls.3 The Pat'Afghan boards is

onv 54 l.'n !o ttl€ west of Peshawai

'Gldd of P6hNt Disd r 39?'l: I



Situ6ted on an anoent c.!ss route, P€shawar has play€d a key role in f|e politcal,

cultulal and religious €xchanges between China, CenFal Asla and the Indo'Pak

subontin€nL The develoDm€nts on this pad of th€ land fomed and lansfomed

the history of South !sia. It has always be€n a crossrcad and as su.h m.nv

peoples have come 6nd gone, some s€ttl€d, oth€t canied on their mery wav. BL't

unlike $e other cities of the region, which ha€ seen, for c€ouie6, manv ups and

down, 5nd embraced dlfferent clvlllzauons, the anclent city of Peshawar also gave

rduge to sundry clltures, the tnpact of wnich can slill b€ s€€n even in tne pres€nt

day life of the p€ople of the region.

Although tn€rc is a bulk of materjal at hand, the lmptoing situation is that the

hinory of Peshawar stitl €mains shroud€d. The lelsure pur it to write the history

of th€ qty continued till the l.6t few d€cade5 and manv inter€slng re.€arch worrs

have so far be€n produced. But since these €search wo c are mostt based on

mere assumptions and depriv€d of th€ reaent scl€ntifi. r€.earch won<' it is the

n€ed of th€ tlme to go thrcugh these re.ent dls.overles, whetner In from of

liteGry sidences or archaeologlc.l dab, and Vy to reconsttud th€ cultucl pmUle

of P€shawar, the city whi.h des€des it for being on€ of the mo6t important cities

in south Asia in terms ol histodc, political, ancient cultul6 and religions K€ePing

in vlew th€ above, the autlior has oot€d fo. tn€ study with the follo{ing main



The commingle situation of borowed wods in the Intricate patten of languages

of th€ pres€|rt tih€ indicate how this Part of tne wond absot€d the cultures and

tradltjons of thos€ who happened to pass though thls area and encounbered thos€

who u.€d diferent termlnobgies for the lMng tongu€s of the area; in the

Peshawar rc6earch so* the author has lid to Investigate on the etymologv of

$e name of the ciw and has also looked for the diff€r€nt tems us€d lhrcugh the

long span of tme for tne sald locality.

8€sldes, being a source of power and hade, Peshawar was considered .s a core or

religiou. impolEnc€, pad.ulady in the eloch of tne KushaMs Manv havele|s

vlslted tie area and left their impond€cble account on diff€rent aspe.G of the

civ. Ttres€ Infomation, s.athered in dlffercnt annals, are in th€ roErrcnt and

should be consld€red the fare most and the eadlest refe€nce. to Peshawar.

Another aspect of the prol€.t is to unv€il how thos€ who vislt€d P€shaw.r,

pankulady by the Cnin€s€ and Korcan travele6 and pilgdms, saw P6h.war and

anallzed all these anci€nt records. This part of the subject is supplenented wlSr

thos€ contemporary evidences, which help us !o PUt Peshawar in itr true histohcal

whereas tn€ pmblem of chrcndogy foms the centr.l theme in th€ Anci€nt

Peshawar, it is only dealt wlth marginally In the previous research work, namely

withln the ftam€wort of a genelally cDmp€hensible ovenll vi€w. On the basis or

the ancient monuments in Peshawar and thet antiqultles/ s.iertificallv studied by



These arc thos€ asoects ol the sbdY rclat€d to the Anoent History of P6hawar

d|at are teated her€ in this wo . Ihe author has also tried !o answer some 0r B|e

inhicat€ qu€stpns gehing helP mainly ftDm litelary €vidences, nawhE accounts'

and s.i€ntnc hvesogatrons like archaeologic.l o(cavatjons either conduct€d bv the

author himsef or bv his suDervision aM othe6 before after the cr€ation of

the author, lt has been tried to unde6tand for how lotE the citv was a focus of the

invadiE amies and to reconsluct the culturdl prcfile of the citY

chapter 3 fo.uses on a thoroogh inve.tgation of the archaeoklgi(?l rcs€arch in

the city of Peshawar and its antiqulties, before the independence or Pakistan

To keep the above ln s€qu€nce the prcsent studv tiued "ancient P€shawar" is.

thercfore, arrdnged in the following manner'

Frst is the htrodlctlon followed by Nomen lalte of this histodcal citv

Chapter I highlights the his&dcal and GeograPhical settrng of th€ subject area aid

lE pla.e in Gandharan context,

ch.pter 2 divulges diff€rent aspecb of P€shawar as se€n bY the chlnese and

Korean t-av€le6 and pibnms; the eplgraPhical rccord relat€d to $|e citv of

P6hawar follows tn€f detailed accounts.



chapter 4 deals wlti the r€aent archa€ohglcal r€se.dl done at th! city, aner the

independence (t9,14.

chapter 5 affommodates a gerurd concluslon, based on th€ clltural proflle of

P€sharvar, so|n€ ffav6 and vao nn ln the Pre\,loos t€seailh€s and

recomm€rulatlons f or f udh€r res€!rch.

To €stauish thc cnronology or recoristud the culhrrdl 9.ofile of f|e dtv, uE

conduslon is malnly based on th€ arda€ological o(ca!'atlons and the data r€talned

during neld inv€*Datlon. Ihis lrk will hopetully prcvide the t-.mavork ard tl|e

bacbround for futur€ r€s€arch€s Inb the sbted arca of Inte.€sL
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CHAPTER 1

PESHAWAN GEOGRAPHICAL SETIII{G WITH

HISTORICAL PERSiPECTIVE.

1. T{OI.IEI{CLATURE OF THE CITY.

The Etyhologv of the name of Peshawar ls obscwe, as ils foundadon, in spite of

the fud lt holds the l€y b tfie gateway of tie $bcontn€rt of Paldstan and India.

From w€st, P€shawar was the flrst city that met on way to Indta, and hence the

natl€ ls d€rivable fiErn U|e P€igan'Pesh awadan6.

Tt€se Pedans (both tlp Aahaenenhn and S6antans) e,(elrtsed ldE evay o\€r

herer who adopted the tlth of "Lod of Parsa' means ldng of $r€ Persians and the

name "Pesh-6wadan' (Peshawar) ts due to ttsn6.

It ls also said tlEt the city of ttsiawar was fourrded W a perslan ruler, known as

Hchang gGndsoo of (/rntrs of Shahnamal

'Ds l8?9,141ol\tri 195:16
' D.! lE79l4l



This sugg€sts "Pa6shpu/' (the city of the Persians) €ther than sanskit

A€coding to some, the sassanlan emped Shahpu son of Ard€shk reconstructed

this city and ga!€ it lts name as "Shahpu{ but in cours€ of lrne it became

"B€shapurA (Peshawar).

The earliest Mitten r€cord is a Kharosh$i rock insoiption at Arar near Attoclt

dated 119 AD, referrcd to it as "Posha-pura" meanlng \he Clty of Flowers"r0.(Fi9

Xry) A Chinese pllgdm Fa - hlan in 400 AD. records it as Fo-lu-shalL. In the 7b

century AO. Hluen Tsang mentrons lt as "Po-lu-sha-pu-lo"t'z . Masudl 'n lob

century AD sF€lls n as Pe6hadway'3. whlle Alberuni in 1030 AD recoKted it as

Purshawar and P!rushav€la. Babar the founder hng of the Mughal used it as

Pa€shawaf5. He also used Saghram for Peshawart6. The lvlughal ktng Akba/s

mlnlster Abu Fazal takei four-defnrent foms of the mmet Pa6hapur, Pashawar,

Peshawar and Plshaway'T. Wlson was probably tle first who identified Peshawar

wiltl ti€.e name6r3, lik€ Polri-€na-pu-lo of ttiuen Tsang, Purushavar of Atberuni,

'lbid 1995;49

'^btrr F6t 1975 : r6t, 3fi. 10& 4r4J t9 & j?3



Pashawar of Abul Fazal or the Pe6hawar of the pres€nt dayte. Abd Fazat in tne

Aln-l-Akbad also merttons it as Bagram or gigramro, While Abul Flda gives the

iom Falsl|3bull. Ihe old $zetteer of Peshawar re€ords that $ts is a Hindu name

of a KrE who was known as -Punus" or "Punl6h"2. ft is atso recod€d tiat this

city was fouded by 8a9€m a ruter of the flfie, who had three brothers, one was

the ruler of lamrud, the second of Hashtnagar and the thtd of Swa83. About

Bagram, Gopal Das says, "lt was the name of a Hindu RaJa Vtkralna who buitt this

cjty and gave lt its name"L. Wth thts Oana disagre€s, as the ktng VikGma is

In old fushto llteraturc the name of peshawar is mentioned as Bagrdm, by

Rehman Baba", Khushal Xhan KBttak , Kazin Khan Shiedaa and Ati Khan

Babaa.

To Cunningham the word Peshawar means ',the ctty par exce ence and traces lt

from the Sanskrtt Vt ard crama"3o. Chartes tr4asson derives the word from the

Turkjc language "Bl or B€" which mesns tie cht€f ptac€r.

i Abut Far r97i 4i4,4rrn
,: c,er of pdhlw4 Dbltcr I r97,t:d
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clra€ rccoded that at least tnree of the l4ughal kings, mention "BaErm" whlch

means Pechawar. He says, after forcing the Khvter, Baber anived at Peshawar

and c:lls it 8a9Fm32. He also added that King Humavun wanted to take conuol of

8.gram (P€shawar). In Bagmm Fort a K.?ak G€n6l Sikandar sas lefr w(h strong

force33. Humawn adopt€d BangBsh route In 1552 and had onlv b€€n able to sav€

Bagram, frcm the tribal attsck in the nld of dm€34, About Akbar pa , he savsi

once Akbar was in Kabul the tribel staEed an attack on the citadel at bagram and

kllled the €ommandanl Sayyed Hamld3s. lt ls also, interesting to note that close

(8km to the East) to tfl€ Peshawar th€re is a vlllage nemed Peshungru, a name

whid might have been dedved fiom the word Pechawar or old Peshawar loc.ted

thel€ as 86bar m€ntjoned Parashaw near "Nehb"35 whKh is dver KabubT, whlle

in mv oDlnion it is Indut be€use Kabul is always muddv velkwish in colour'

Kamal savs, "Of the three areas or localltles mentloned above, in b ef one was lne

anclent s€at of Govemment and center€d upon the present Bala Hisar' This was

prcbably $e Blglam - B6g€m of the l'4ughal tlm€s. The area of lahangirpura

rnarlc later additions as shown abov€ Th€ most anclent Part of th€ citv is thus

reDresented by Gor Khutt-e€ and adjohing areas. The Bala Hisar localitv was

known as Bignm / Eagram and the areas b€tseen ti€ kohati daMaza channel

rr Pdronrl Commrniotioi wirh Dr' Taj Ali



and Qissa Khwani channel was called Jahangtrpura trom at least the time of tne

emperor Jahangir, we are lefr wlth no altematlve but to believe that tne remaining

lo.ality (i.e. Gor Khatbee) was known under the name of Porushpur or Porushwar'

As the govemments changed frcquently and the name Bigram \4as lo+ the name

of ihe a€tual town, Le. Peshawar p€|slsted and was later applied to the whole

1.1 Background.

Peshawar city was one ol the most lmportant places becals€ the old invdders or

t"ders pass€d through lt, as lt llnked central Asia with anclent India This place

uas iolndy owned by the Bara and Sudni tuers in tetms of agriculture and

Horticultre. Thls also benutified the city wlth natural resourcess

ln the cou6e of ome ln ancient P€shawar men exploited tiese naturdl resources

for thelr livelihood. Soth these natoral and adndal acwities combinely made this

area an oble€t of attractlon, thereforc In the coors€ of history mary hawks' eyes

w€re focused on lt. Then the p€aceful populadon movements as w€ll as invading

armi€s from central Asla slnce rcmote antlqulty, have tuned Peshawar into a

melting pot of human cultu€s1o.

ln tie Achaemenian texts, lt hdlcates a reglon on th€ North_West Fronter of

India41. It was a Dart of the Acha€menlan Emglle In th€ tlme of Cyrus the Glpat



Gandhara are mentioned among the subrect natonsa' and as soldiers of the great

klng, partkipating in the dlsasuous cimpalgns of xerx€s. the lrdnian hng of the

Achaemenion dynasty, against the Grc€ks in zl80 8C and 479 Bc. Gandhara

remained under Persian dominatjon unul lt was conquered bY Alexander the Great

in 32G7 B.C.

At the greatest er(ent under Darius the PeElan Emplre Included 20 provinces 0r

Sauapi€s among which Gandhara enloy€d an impodant posltion, 
'rhere 

the

P€lsian coud life, valu€s, art and archltecture w€re introduced ln thls area. King

A{o*a, later on adooted $elr aft ln the form of rDck edicts and Kanishka boFowed

it for Suddhist Art and Archltect!rc{. ln the Reg/€dic p€dod the p€ople of arca

w€re catled Gandhards's, and then in th€ thld century 8.C. they w€re mentbned

as $e lnhabihnts of Gandhara6. GandhaE tnus was a dinird geographical

region'7.

A detalled g€oglaphi€l deflnltlon has be€n provlded by one of the Cnines€ pilgnm

Hluen Tsiang, who desc b€d Gandhara as the modern Peshlwar Valey, including

the hllly dist dof Swat and Buner to the north and extendlng on the east to the

Indus Rlvef. But the Regveda (ve6e 1,126.7) conflnes lt to the Kabul valley



down to th€ rlght bank of the Indus4. The Mahabharata and Ramayana include

Tarilas, while Wllson extends the boundary further enst to the nver Jenlum5l.

It was a country wlih nch, well wate€d valleys, clear cut hills and a pleasart

clmate, where a Gr€€k hight w€ll drcam of being back In his homeland5'? Sin e

the beglnning of htstorlc pedod onwad Pesnawar became an |mpoltant center for

atl ldnds of cultural, soclal, pollucal, trade and comm€rcial actrvities The

archaeologlcal prcnle of th€ Peshawar clty has shown lts conunuous occupabon.

Th€ oGvatlon at Go*huttree revealed the ocoJpauon of the slte from the Indo

Grcek uD to the Bdush pedod Le. from 2d century 8.c dou,n b the 20o cenury

Hisbry of a city caniot be studled separatet. Th€re are certaln fadors, wt|ich

conbibut€s bo the de/eloptn€nt and d€strucdon of a city. These factors can b€

geogEphical. economlc, polltcal, sodal, culbr€l and religious. Hi*odcal

g€og6phy is a great con€cdve of hlstorical mnauon. It is ln the {lde expanse of

geogGphy that people and thelr acuvites, klngs and tl€ir wars,



mo/ement of ainles and mlgraton d Hbes are prcperiy unde6tood.

Peshawar dty h6 b b€ $nled h prcp€r contec of th€ g€ographlcal sillauon

and hls@dcal poslton of u|e whol€ €glon. Wtrout ine study of €glonal

adlaeologlcal slte5 and hlsbdcal rbnum€nb along wlti qrlt ral h€dtag€, one

€nnol rcaai to U€ logkal rcsuh abolt the hlstoty of thls old dtY. Of coorse the/

play€d a vltal role |n the da/ebpment of the clty ln ledns; of soclo'€€onomlc,

rcllgldls and ojturd etc. polldcllly v€ have hlslorical Invadons. M.rry dramd

w€.e played to get t€ contol of thls dty. Thls polltkal d€sunv of the arca was

establlshed from the period of lts annocuon by the AdE€menlds, un&r the cytlE

In (55&530 B.C.) $ey w€re follo ed by the Oeeks, Ilauryan, fndo Gl€€|(s.

s.*io-paru an, Kushaos, Hums and Hltdu Shahb. Eesld€ Peshawar, Taxlla.

Olatsadda and Hund w€re th€ hportant admlnlst-adw unlts and pollt(al centers

of Gandhaa, and $€rc sltuaH on the Juncdons of long dlstance tade rcuts

In mod€n ume, the hlstory of Peshal|rr can be dMded lnto bur dlfferent sbges

eadr l€adhg b a dlfier€nt polltcal dev€lopments. The first and foinadve sEgP ls

tie comlng of the &ldsi at tt|e end of th€ r9o century. Th€ Btidsh w€re mahly

concem€d wlth tl€ evoluuon of a Frooter Dollcv and th€lr Glauon wlti lhe uibes

and tlle Arnlr of a&hanEian. th€ second sbge r€lates to tie pedod ftom 1901 to

fi€ €nd of the Flrst wortd war. The thlrd slale beglns wlth l9l4 and ends In

1947. The folnth sblB b U|e hl*ory frofi 1947 ot|wardf.



1.2 Peshawar in the Historical Perspective

Peshawar valley was called Gandhara and was lamous for its fin€ sheep wool,"

This name ls sald to be derived from that one of the padd€s of Atyan coloni2auon

in lndia, an early Invader of the arca. He was a descendant of Druhya, foudh son

of Ya!€ti, who was $e founder of the Chandravans, or tunar race, In the saftre

Ptolemy places tlre Gandhara. whose country h€ de&ribes as including boti banl(s

of the Kabul lmmedlately above its Juncdon wlth tl€ dver of lndus, Srmilady Anian

describe $em, tlle people who held the valley agalnst Alexander under the

leader$ip of Asaceni. The polltical hlstory of P€shawar stads witn iE annexation

b the Achaehenid Emoire, The Indus Vallev was includ€d in the historical forces

emamttng fiom the vanous parts of such a lalge Emplre. The pnn€ry histodcal

sources of the Achaentnid klngs $emselv€s and the account of $e Gre€k

histonan Hercdotus who mendons, among otier thlngs, the presence of Indian

soldiers in the Achaemenld armv, when lt invaded Greece,56

Indla, according to the eady Buddhist and lalna sources was dMded into sixteen

maror pdnclpallues lrom the northlr€st to the ttecan, and Gandhara was on€ of

them. The Buddhlst source tells, the€ was a Gandharan king named as Pukkusatj,

and he sent an emlssary to tie klng of t4agadha in eastem tndia.57

In the Behistun inscdpdon of the Achaemenlnd klng Darlus.Ii Gandhara is

sp€dlically menuoned as 6 s.trapy (prcvlnce) of the Achaemenind Empirc. There

!rM.jumd&fld pErrks r960,243& Rigv.dr t, t26-?



was no archeologlcal proof

candhaE.ss Now rcceniy from

the p€s€nce of P€Glan/Achaemenids

at Eannu some polshards are asslgned to

ln

Peshawar. (Fig: I-II).
The Achaemenlans are responslble for an organEed govt and Satrapal s't/stem h

Gandhara,@ when Alexander made a sweeping dash Into thls far_flung region of

the Achaemenlan Empire, he had jLtst the dme to reorcanize the adminisFalve

machinery E appoinung hls own govemors but he dled soon 6t chandra Gupta

lvlaorya defeated hls general Selucus Nekator and the Achaemenlan heritage

b€aame the legacy of the lvla0ryas. One of tie Mauryan famous Kng A6oka left

Rock ftits at shahbaz Gafil In l,lard.n ostdct.6': Thls tells of tie new gigantic

lnfluence tiat was then penetrating hto thls rcgion in th€ wake of Mauryan

cultural re-organizadon.

The details are not enough hJt as Aloka was infad enlo)lng good rclations with

the Hellenisbc rulers of west Asia, Gre€ce and Egypl it may be su€ that the site

P€shawar Plaln dunng that penod rcmahed op€n to interaction wlth those

regions.63 The Centrdl Asla lay only adoss the Hindukush, and lf one can infer

somethlng geographlcal frcm the locatlon of Shahbazgafil

l.2.1Achaemenians, alexander and Maulyins in

'rAnm.hd l93l: 10,63,33



where a set of AJoka rock edl€ls was engraved,

locldon of Shahbazgarhl points a flnger at C€ntral

and along the nrcdem Karatordm Hlghway,

can state that the very

through the Swat valley

L,2,2 The Indo-Gr€€ks (Fig III)' Indo-Scythians
and Indo-Parthians (Figr IV)

t'laur\.dn emolre came to an end at c. 187 8C and tielr successors in tll€ P€shawar

Plaln are th€ tn&tsGreeks. After alo€nde/s death, 8a€!'ia (Afghanistan) $€nt to

the sharc of the Sel€ucid (Salukus Nikatar dyn.sty) who hhedied Alexanderfl

Empirc in the east. Eactda b€c.me fong and a/entualt indeped€nt around 250

8C. The mbn:who achls/ed Bactda independence was Diodonis lt app€a6 tnat

under EutMenus who came after Diodotr,s the arca up to dG Kabul valleY was

annexed b the Bacula terdtory Euthydenus' slccessor of DemeMusn was tie first

EacEia kinq to In\rad€ Indla. Acco.dlng to an lndlan sour€e of the s€cond century

8C. He advanced as far as gker. (Modem Ayodlryr In tlfier Pardesn] and

Madhamlka (modem Nagarl near Chitor In Ralasthan). It w3s assumed that

oenretrius also possess€d Pesha{ar Plain, whlch ll€s adjacent to dle Kabul valley.

This D€riod hldated the Sactrla Gr€€k expanslon In ti€ Indus valley and its

adlacent areas In large saale. and 0le e stence of a number of klngs has been

deduc€d in thls reglon on tie basls of theh Greece- insplrcd sll!€r, copp€r and

occaslonal gold colns. Some of th€m are well known, Agathodes, Pandeonm

Eukraudes, Hellocl€s, Applodotus,



Indecreek Knq, whos€ reign reached the flrst cenlury BC. The hdo-Sc*hians,

who w€re political pow€r in PunJab and Slndh, belonged to the filst certury Bc

and w€r€ initial'y based in S€suna in soutieast Irdn and A&hanistan, Their

evjstence was also pnmanry known frcm d|ek inscrib€d coin types,6 l'1aues was

one of 6ejr eady Kngs. After M.ues many other klngs llke Vonon€s, Azes, and

Azilises etc. had ruled the Punlab and gnd altematively, so, it was not sure

whether they ruled over tie Peshawar plain or noL But some coins55 of tl"e

Scltho-Parthians were known and rccovered forn the tteshawar Plain, However,

th€ kings ol the succe€ding Indo-Pa^hlan dynasty cerbinly ruled over the

Pesiawar Plain. Because mo* famous hng Gondopharg (early Rlst century AD)

was mentioned in an ins. pton recovered fum Takth-I-Bhai near Mardan jn the

Peshawar Plaln. Easically Partnian means northeastem lBnian and th€ IndG

Parathins were retated to a pow€r group fodn tl|3t area.67 The post Mauryan

polllitical scemrio in the northwe* thus, domlnated by a political power,

consllrtly, wfi then ongins in the noth of Afghanlstan- northeast Iran-solrtheast

Afghanlstan belt. The Kushan Emplrg whlch lasted fom the eady 1st century AD

to the 3d cerfury AD and Included a large stretch of terrltory from Central Asla to

the Gangetlc r"lley, becanr nost pow€rful on the basls of that Geo-political



1.2.3 The Kushan or the Yuezhi (Fig: V)

The Chinese officlal hlstorians called Yuezhl, whoser departure ftom North Wed

Chha is c. 175 B€ and theh anival in Bactna is c. 145 BC and their expansion in to

Gandhara is detroitdy later. Ihey came und€r the leadershlp of Kajula Kadphises,

lofd of the Kushan clan, who brcuqht an end to the Pathian rule in the area. Once

Kajula had come to power the Yuezli came to b€ known as the Kushan@. Kalola

created the KuslEn Emplre and expand€d under th€ leadershlp of the thlrd Kush.n

khg Kanishka I who upg€ded Pesiawar as a Capttat.to

Kushan Empirc brought integdty stabtltty and prosperity to the whote area, unll

the dse of the Sassanlan empirc of IEn, the Sassanian klng Ardashlr (A022+40)

son Shapur I indoded Pesha$ar in his domtnion.Tl

Sassanians adopted the 0Ue of Kushan king. they issued cotnt mixing Kushan and

S.ssanian dasigns, which show them rullng Bactria, the Kabut region and

Gandhata (Peshawar) c, AD 230-360.7, They were $cce€d€d by the Huns, the

nr* Hun group to appelr seenE to have b€€n the tcdaites c AD 370s4 in $is

tlne a s€€ond group of Hun, known as fttonites or Hepthalttes moved Bactrta

probably to Peshawar too. The theme of the at ts the tife of the Buddha, which ls

cleverly represented ln the light of his biographies €ompos€d dldng th€ era of



lvlahayana Buddhlsm in G.ndhala. Ih€ ad started declining after fle death of

1.2,4 The Huns and Sassanians,

The nomadlc trlbe known as Huns were from China" who wer€ responsibl€ to

have finished otr Kldar Xushana in G.ndhaE in ffth €entury AD, Another Chines€

pilgdm sung-Yun came to P€chawar dudng their time, 'From a passage in th€

chin€s€ chmnicl€s it wodd app€ar that they commenced their c.r€€r or conquest

in his r€gion by th€ invasion and capturc of Gandhara in North West India :bout

AD 46s. Thls conquest of cou6e at the erpanse of the Kusnans, ruled ov€r either

by Ki&r or one of Kidaf successors, who had b€€n el(p€lled from Bacba at tne

time of the EDhtnaltes fiEt s1r€d easlem Tu*esbn. We arc furher told that the

Ephthalites appointed a sp€cial ofilcial, Tegin or Precially Viceroy, to rule ov€r their

Indlan domaln.76 L.tually $e Euddha brouqht reveloution against the Hindlsm in

anci€nt llMla. Fotunatually 8u&hism rccelved Royal pauonage two dm€s. one in

the lsom or A6oka the gEnd son of Chandar Gupta MauEya and anoher by

Kanishka, but the Hinduism spirt was very much there. r'4ccov€m rcmarks,



"Their ruler was especially relentl€ss In hls persecuton of Buddhism and Buddhlst

nonks".z lley were the r@rshippe. of the Hlndu god gvaa. Wh6t we leam frorn

Sung Yun diarles ls the followlnq "This (GandnaE) is the €ount'v whlch the Yethas

(i.e. Huns) destroyed and aftelwads s€t up Lalllh to be klng ov€r the countrv;

slnce which events two generations have passed. The dispositjon ofthis kjng (or

dynasty) was cruel and vindlctlve, and he p€dlced the most barbarous atrocitles,

He dld not belle/e u|e law of Buddha. but lov€d to owrErshlp demons. The people

of the counvy belonged enurely to the 8Ehftan caste; they had grcat resp€.t for

He law of Buddha, and loved to rcad tie sacred books when suddenly this king

clm€ into power, who was strongly opposed to anythhg of the sort.'

The great Enpire, whlch the Huns built, shatered at th€ hand of the Sassanians

and th€ Turks who dMded the tenitoties b€tvt€en them South of Hinukush fell to

th€ Sassanians and north w€st to the Tu*s.30

TudG in alliance with the gssanlas of lran finally broke the Hun contsol ol Bactsra

c. AD5603t and Peshawar valley (Gandhab), and ruled untllthe afflvaloflgam.

1,2.5 The Kidar Kushans

Afrer the satraDal svstem3'l the second corfribubon of the Achaemenlan ior thls

area is the cre6ton and implementatjon of the Kharcsh! witing on the bas's of



the Aamaic.03 This common medium of exchange mntinu€d up to the adv€nt of

Kidar Kushans. lt was in the fourth c€ntury AD, when thev occupled Gandhara

wih tEir capital at P€snawatB Here the us€ of Knarosthi on ihe cohs aE g en

up and an Indian s.npt Glpta BEhmi tak€ |ts place,

Ihey are also kno$/n as llttle Kushanas Kidar and his son Pirc, t €d to nake

thenEelv€s independed hn m€t w n a defeat at he hnnds of ShahPur III Thev

were nnally ov€rthrcwn by the white Hunsss It is astonishing to note that the

Chins€. tsaveller Fa-hian vlsibed P€shawar durlng their tenuE but not a word to

say about the Kj&ras. Kldards were probably not Buddhi#5 and r6Ponsible for

the decllne of Buddhism. Therc is no doubt that the Gandhara art conthued to

flourish on the support of the p@pler7

1.2,6 Kushan Age of Gandhara

Dani again describ€d in lhis way'Whether Peshawar b€came the Kushan capilal or

no! we know for cerbin that the flrst Kushan @nqu€rDt &jula &dphls€s, laid

the foundauon of a snrPa and a monastery at P€shawar. lt mav not be

unreasonabl€ !o suggest that this rcllgious ad on his pad PeEuaded him t0

assume the tite lsachadh.amthida' (Flm in the true Faith) as is known ftom his

coins. Slnc€ thls humble b€glnning, the fortun€ of Pesiaw.r gladually hcr€as€d



And along wlth It dawned the age of prosp€ritv for Gandha€ and th€ Golden Efa

of Buddhlst culture in this reglon After tne first generation of conquest and re_

oqanizaton, tne Kushan built up a mlghtv empirc that exteded fiom the Oxus bo

the Ganges and from Pamlr to the mouths of the Indus,33 Of prime importance

was the change of the seat of their govemment ftom Ba.tna to Gandhar6 Thls

change was a hlstorlc decision, whlch revitallzed the foundation of Gandnard

culturer gave a new incenuve and fim support to its pro9rc6s and matuftty, and

nnally faciliEted its outward movemert in the whole of Central Asia. Thls was

possible becaus€ of the dches frcm the thr€€ grcat valleys'the oxus, the Indus

and Ganges whtn io ow€d Into this new home province of $e Kushans. This was

due to the dh,€rslon of the famous world t"dde routes whlch now began to toe

their lines down the dver Kabul and the tndus, tnus opening new avenue for the

GandhaE nibals for the first time in hlstory to look eastwards at the Indian plains,

to lalse thelr heads over th€ walls of Chlna in oder to view the "Good Earti", and

finally to tum westwad b profit by the fasi apPrcaching Roman trade and

commerce. It ls along these rootes and byroads that new market' towns

admlnistrawe centeE Buddhist monasteri€s and grdnd stlpas cropped up their

heads. The b;ldlng actlvlty is the hall mark ofthe Kushan age, whlch put an end

to the eaiier ledod of conficts and Intemecine feuds and made way for an

atmosphere of p€ace, ln which Briddhism could llourlsh and brlng about a

€volutjonary cianqe ln Sle general pattem of the s@io-€liglous life, resultng the

large saale co-operawe efforts, exprcssed in the erection of grdnd monanedes



The bubbling activily. whlch was earlier wasted In wa6, was now dire't€d in

search of the Buddhist wav of salvation for llfe. No wonder the whole of Gandhara

becme a second home of Buddhlsm and a pdme source of the new Euddhist spidt

that chaGctenzed this reqion hercafter' The great Kushan momrch Kanishka rose

up, as a second Aioka. to carry forwad the culture of thls neo-Erddilsm into the

innermoGt hearts of Asla, The social change, €sulting from this new atmosphere,

bred a new spidL which be@me o&emety produciive and found expr€6sion h tne

creative art and architeclu€ of Gandhara. The soul-stlfflng message of Buddha

flrcd the imaglnatjon of the p€ople and the rugg€d hills of schist and gBnlte rc.ks

humbled low to yield to hlman cr€ation by tne arust, who twisted and Emed,

chtseled and smoothed, and model€d and sculptured the dead stones to enbody

the lire that had enraptured the mass€s of the tin|e. Th€ srveet melodv of lire was

exDressed ln b€autrfulngures that today lle entombed In several mounds. In these

derellct setlement sltes we probe the rulns of old towns and look for tracks to

detennine tie ancient outes that conftected thetna"-

The common sD€ech of the Gandharan people was Indlan P€kdt, blt the script

tiley used for the writing of thls vernacular was not, as mlght have been oq€cted,

$€ curent Erahmi of Northem lndia but a script known as Kharosthi_a modified

fom of the Aamaic of Western Asia, whkn had b€en adopt€d for offlclal use

tnroughout the Perlan Empir€ duing l(haemenid times.

Wlth su.h a hlstory behlnd them it is not surprising that the people of Gandhara

were thoroughly cosmopolltan in thelr culhirc and thelr ouuook. Then e6ch
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numb€r and vadety went on growlng The Kushana

amazing gallery of gods and goddess The first or th€se

nriermous ar€ the lrdnian rype' Includlng among omer

(l4ao), rhe wrnd (Oado), nrc (Athsho), wal (Odagno)

Nam, Mlthra etc. were also adopt€d $

dynasty colns exhiblt an

two nlerit our nobcei tnosr

the sun (Mloro), the moon

victory (Oanindo) Anahib,

later on the Ardashir I (c AD 22442) of the flre alter which is the svmbol of

zorasuanianism also adopted.

L,2.7 Back History to the age of Kushans in

Peshawar

According to Danler, one has to 9o a long wav to reach the full light of the Kushan

age. whos€ pictuE, remoter in age, gets da*er and ts shroud€d but one thing

com€s out boldlv that the Peshawar vallev, €ven in those earlv davs' was called

Gandhara and was larnous fo' rts rlne sheep wool lt G about this name Gandhard

that the Hlndu vadltions weave a hlltodcal naflative' whlch converges in th€ older

city of Pushkalavati. Danl consjdered Pushkalavati' no doubt' the chief cltv ol the

erght tdb€s and probably the capiial of the Peshawar vallev' Sten Kow: refer€nce

€ads as *The Ma_Miny_Prsa'chaln, the bioglaphv of Asvaghosha' whlch was

t'anslated irlto Chinese before AD 412, e&ressly states that As/aqhosha's Patron'

i.e. Kanlshka, was Kng of gao Yeu-chi, and ln its desc ption of the ll$le Yue-Chl

kingdom of its own tme th€ wel_shu gives the infonnatlon that ils capital was

Ptirushapura, i.e P€shawar.92 It means Peshawar was the capital ot the llttle Yu*



chi kingdom in the days of Wei-shu but tl€ latter floudshed certuries after the

tlme of Kanishka when the old Kushan dynasty had been ovedhrown by the

Sassanlans. and a new line of l]ng9 cnlled tll€ lide Kushans, came to power. This

ldea has tak€n n0 support that Peshawar was the capltal in tie tlme of the earllef

Kushan klngs. The records of the later Chlnese t avelers speak of the constructlon

of supa and monasteries by the Kushan klng in th€ vlcinity of this city, though not

a conclusive evldence it, has led all !r€ hlstorians to ass!fie that Peshawar was

the K6han Gpiial.es

1.2.8 King lGnishka and Peshawar the capital of
Kushan

Kanlshka (c. AD. 200) was the most importart klng of the Klshana dynasiy who

crerted the greatest empire after Aioka, which sffiched from th€ Oxus in Cennal

Asla to Ganges ln Indla and frcm the Casplan to the Arabian sea. Aloka had rul€d

his vast empire from Pataliput-d in $e east of India whlle Kanlshka adninistered

his ovwl fiom Peshawar (the City of Flowets)$ which was the most centsal place at

that tine. Hls rcgion is consldered to b€ the golden age of anclert history of

Pakistan in which femendous prDgress was made is almost all tne fields. His

convlbution to the Buddhlst religion w6s so great that he is known as second

Aioka and some of til€ scholars call him greater tian hifi.

Poi H. C. Ralchaudhuryes has JusUy obserued: "That the Kushana age was a

p€dod of great llteracy activity is prcved by the works of Asvaghbsha, Nagarjuna



Dr. D.C Slrcar w'ites, "India was thus brolght into €lose contact with the outside

wodd. The penod also witnessed importanl developnrnts in religion, literature and

sculpture, especially the rise of I'4ahayana Buddhlsm, GandhaE art, and the

app€aranc€ of ttr€ &iddha ngure".$

Kanishka adomed hls capltal witheT Euddhlst monast€fle6 and built the tallest

slupa ovt' the rellcs of the Suddha. whtch was the wonder of the Buddhist wodd,

It is presumed that before hls conveBlon to Buddhism, he betteved In a targe

number of gods whom we nnd on his cotns white sonre of drc wriiers think t|at

the iollowels of dlfferent rellglons li\,€d n his vast enpire whom he show€d great

toleration, Probably lt w?s As/aghosha who was responsible flr hts conversion, He

dld a lot ior th€ spread of Arddhtsm and repatred the otd mona+e.les and buitt

new on€s. A lot of money was dtshibuted among the monk for th€ir matntenance

and innumerable stupas were buttt in the memory of the Euddha, The mtssionaries

we.e also s€nt to foreign countri€s and their efforts resutted into the spread of

Buddhlsm in China, CentralAsta, flongotia, and Tibet.

aM other, It was also a period of rdigious fement and mis! onary acttvity - and it

saw f'e lntroductlon of Buddhlsm irto Chlna by Kasyapa matanga (c. Ao. 61'67)".



They ylelded fruffiul res0lts several centurles later when Mahayanlsm of Gandhara

landed from Kor€a Into Japan, the Land of the Rlsing Sun. H€ summoned the

Foudt Buddhist Council, which was attended by five hundrcd monks including

Vasumifa, Asvaghosa, Nag€rjuna and Parwa who were the lumhanes of this

€ourt. lts purpose was to setde the disputed polnts in Buddhhm of that tme. The

entjre Buddhlst llterature was tholowhly examlned and voluminous comhentaries

on tie three Pitakas were also preparcd, Th€y were embodies in a book known as

Mahavibha$a which is the greatest wo* on the Buddhist philosophy. The

declslons of the council w€re inscilbed on she€ts of copper and enshrined in a

stupa specially bullt for this purpose, whlch sti I await the spade of archa€ologist.

The death of Kanlshka, who was the patron of Buddhisrn, rcsulted in its Eadual

decline in this rcgion, His slccessoF did not show tr'at much enthusiasm and

patronage to rhrs .errgion and art. The monastenes, whlch wei turl ot molks,

nuns and students, became deserted, as there was no patron after Kanishka who

could fe€d them. The economic prospedty, which prevailed ln Gandhan dudng his

reign due to toreign bade and commerce gradually, dwindled. The people did not

show tiat much support and aid to those religious establishnents and tnelr

residents. They 0sed to fed them who had devoted their life to the study of rhe

Buddhist scdptures ln those rionaste es away from the village and city litu when

Buddhism was a strjving force, They slowly d€scended fiom them one by one in

s€arch of food and absoted tl€nselves with the people <town below. Thus they

adopted a s€tllar life and dls.ard€d the rellgious. Th€ Sangha (lvlonastic Order),

which was the backbone of the Suddht* €ligion collaps€d. A few rematn€d behind
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h tie monasteries to continue their shidles and medlauons. Thls wlti Kanlshka

€nds the golden chapter of anclent history of PaKstan In general and Gandhara

(Peshawar) In particular.

Kanlshka t-dnsformed the othodox Buddhism of India into a cosmopolilan

Buddhism. The old Euddhism was knowl as Hlana)€nism In which m0ch emphasis

was lald on the teachlng of Buddha and hls worship was ln the folm of Svmbolism

rn the anclent Buddhlst ad of sanchi and Baharut ln hdia. Kanishk lntroduced

l4ahavanlsm, In whlch the Buddha was d€ified and his worshlp shded

anthropomo@hlc fom, The ffrst Buddha hage was deat€d in Gandhara on the

pattem of $e Greek god Apollo. lt is thls hage which traveled to distant lands

The Mahayanlsts introduced a new cult of Bodhisattvas who w€re to act as

lntem€di6nes between the Buddha and hls worshippers. Pali was used as tne

language of w dng ior the Euddhist sc ptu€s In andent tlmes Kanishla adopted

Sanskrit for w dng the t€xts of lvlahayana Euddhism. It ls Mahayanlsm, wnich

originated in the Peshawar valley to lvhich the majodty of the Buddhists of the

wodd subscribe.es

K?nishka was tne 9r€6test patt€m of Gandhara art, whldl is known as Greeco-

Blddhist and Romano-Buddhlst aft Although the ongln of the at i5 suppos€d to

lle ln the 1n century BC, before hls accesslon to the throne, lt rc.eived the greatest

imp€his ln his !mes, after he b€<ame a Buddhlst It was the most forceful media

ior the prcpagation of his l'4ahayana Buddhlsm, in which the Euddha was defred,

the Buddha image app€ars in his coins for the f.n time and dominates
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Bodhlrattva, gods, goddess and other delles in Gandhata arL He pabonized tn€

scllptors who worked day and nlght to produce thousands of imag€6 for workshop

and sale, which the followets purchased In order to donate then to the shlpa and

ftronastedE. one can s€e the ruins of th€se €tlgious establlshments irom BaJaur,

Dir and Swat to tfie lndus, which w€re once embellished with Gandh.G'

1.3 Geo-Strategica I Position

Being situated in the siadow of the Khyber Pass the sFa@ic positjon of Peshawar

remalned important. As Khyb€r deserves a notable place ln the list because of lE

stlateqlc, military and hlstorlcal poslton, In the course of hlstory, Khvb€r ls an

obJect of intercst to $e vidtors and t'avelers of Peshawar$ As a major pass

betwe€n India and Gntat Asia, its mlllbry lmportance alongwith trade and

commerce was there, It ls studded wjth slgns of importance as the strategic key to

the rcglon, The Mughal King Hamavun regaded the hotding ol Peshawar as a real

beglnning to the conqu€s! of Indiarm. Belng an immediate neighbour of the

Khyber Pass it has seen the actlvlties and exploits of the Pe6lans, Buddhist, Grcek,

Sc,Aho-parthian, Kushan, Afghan, Mughal, Slkh and B tish
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It has s€€n the rise and falls of many powers and bote the brunt of many

invagons. lts fat€gic and s€nsitive posltlon can be judged iom tie fact' that In

rcaent history the sdush upgGd€d its military politons But they achlally

establlshed military odented spots at Nowshera and Kohat' as a supportive mllltary

points for the protectlon of Peshaway'ol

1.4 Geo-Political tmportance of Peshawar'

The core area of Ancleni Gandhara Included the ertirc Peshawar vallev' preseNy

dMded lnto the Peshawar, charsadda. swabi, lladan & Nawsltera dislricts

bounded on the north and south bv the l{alakand and the Kalabagh rang€s' west

by the Khyb€r hllls and east bv the hdus River' whl'h dlvides it fiom the Chach

plains in tt|€ Riwalpindl and Ha,zra disuic! o': It ls a natural basln measunng some

75 Kllometers in diameter' It is transecd by th€ Kabul' Swat' KalPani' Bara' Budni

Rlvers and their trlbutarl€s, which annually enrich this reglon with ther fedile silts'

Although cleadv defin€d bv thes€ lmposlng natu'al f€t!rcs th€ Vale of Peshawar

|s by no means.mPervious and has, snce bme imm€monal' functon€d as one of

the major caravan cenu€s at this - the crossroads of Asla lts political boundanes

however, oQanded and contracted at dlfferent times wlth different polltical

powers, th€reforc the bolndaties of Peshawar are different at differed penods of

its hlstory r. Peshawar ls also mentioned as part of Gandhardlol'

]o]^i!'Kj'n|962:?10205
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H€re of couise hills open high ways .nd rout6 shooting out to the hean of Asia

and Abaseen (the father lndus) and Arabian S€a has grcadv conuibubed in th€

d€velooment of Peshawar and tems of ftonornlc social, polltlcal €v€nb etcr6

Th€ qeoglaphical posltlon of Gandh.ra ako make6 P€shawar as geoPolltkallv

importan! in this regard Dani says: The PamL tx|ot along the Hindukush making

vallevs after valleys, full of snow and gre€n grow landscapes These pro\ide the

home of the viril€ Pathan t'ib€s. It is here that tie intervening land sepaBtes the

plain of the Indus from that of the Oxus It is €ry much on the n4ged hills and

through the channels by river tonents that the historic marches have came down

for centuries. Tnbe6 of th€ p€opte €xplolt€d the envlrcnment, for th€ir economy

and livelihood for U|€ stay of their off springs"r6.

1.5 The Rivers t{ourishment! (Figr vI)
Ihe Ba€ Ri!€r ris€s out ol spings in the Bala vallev to the soutn of Khvber hills

The great€st change efiected in th€ city is in its rclation to tne iver Eara Both

Elphinrbone,oT and l4ohan Lalt@ €orded that, tr o or three brooks run thrulgh

the dlff€rent parts ol the town, and evm these a€ skirted with willows and

mulbery Ec. They ar€ ctoss€d lry bddg€s. But n dav ttps€ b@ks are no long€.



The flow of the Bara river into the city has stopped, b€c?use th€ citv had b€€n

vicdmlzed by a flood ln July 1850 from the Bata Rlver due to whlch a great loss to

public and pdvaie buildings in th€ city o.cuffed; but the managements ha!€

constructed some dams outside the Kohat and Edwardes gates at considerable

cost !o tum the flood water In the outer draln of the city and the tendency of tne

dver to run into its old channel has been checked by a large dam1oe at Landi

Akhund Ahmad, some 5 Kllometers up-stream and the rlver turn lts flow near a

village Deh- Bahadur towards east and as long as this holds the dly is fakly safe'

Dunng the rairy season F'eshalvEr iaces the big prcblem of nooding. Even today

the old channels of the water arc traceable In two great gutteE, the one runnlng

tirough tie Kabull Darwaza along the Qlssa Khwani Bazar and the other comlnq

fiom Kohat Da aza, bofi me€ting just b€hlnd the Qissa $wanl Bazar and

advan€lng together toward Cnowk Yadgar on wav to Shahi Bagh

The ver made Peshawar a dty ot attractlon in term of fedile soil and favolrable

agno6phere for lts inhabitants. A.cording to Ali, the Swat River enters to Peshawar

platn above Abazai charsadda and joins the Kabul river at Nlsatta, who add€d most

of the arcealogical sites ln tiis area found along the eastern bank of rLver

Jendaitro. P.esenw iver Bara and Budni both are flowing sepactely near

Peshawar to shah Alam a bianch or $e Rlver Kabul B€side this Budni river was

very much important not only for the nou shment of lts Inhabltants but rcligiously

im.ortant for the Hindus. Abludon ls the integ€l part of Hindu r€ligion. HiMus

rq Cen*r ofd. P6hlvr Ditthr 1397'3: 369



used to visit Budni dver for bath and they also selecd a spot where they

constsucted a templer!. Mohan Lal durlng his trav€l to Peshawar, visited one

Sunday momtng the temple called Gorakh Nath at Budnl To him, it was a nne

place, wher€ a large nudber of Hindu hmilies, ass€mbled on sundavs for taking

bath. Its €lear and crysiallin€ !.rater, whlch wash€s the nodnem side of Peshawar,

from a nanow rlvulet noted by himtf Dudng the vislt of B€burla ther€ was a

great lake fee; by the water of Budnl and Bala nve61t'. Due to the joint activities

of the river Bara and Budni the ar€a was converted into a thick iungle and muddy

patches wherc rhlnocercs could be hunted, as was done by BaburlE. According to

Mohan Lal Peshawar ln the north Indla ls the city of attractlon and beauty ior the

human healtn at alltlm€sand every season!6.

1.6 Temperatur€ and Rainfall: (Fig: vII' vlu, Ix)

Peshawar had four maln climatic seasons, which conslsts of (l) wintet, (ii) sp ng

{iii) surnmfi and (iv) autlmn. Wlnt€r falls b€tween O€cemtrer and lvlarch and has

an aveEge temp€lature in the lower 60os F (15.55 "C) wlth occzgonal light,

drizling, rdln and Hallstomstlz, The avetaqe €lnfall widrin this peiod is betn€en

3 to 4 inches (76-10omm). spring falls b€tween ap l and Jlne Duing thls tlme

th€ temoerature slowv flses and reach€s 116 oF ('16,'14'c) or morc' whllst

humidiiy is nodnalty low, dust storms are common dunng this p€riad, when the

rr'G.zer ot rh. P.th.qd Dirid lr97_3 : 25_3



humldlty is normally low, dust storms are common durlng this perlod, when the

temp€Eturc slowv nses and rcad€s 115oF (46.44oC) or more. wh n humidity is

nonnally low, dust storms are comnbn dudng this pe od. Summer ls betw€€n luly

and September, wh€n the tempeGt!rc slowly drops wrth oc@slonal rains,

Humidity lffre3ses, as the season becomes cloudy. The alr is densely hazy, wlth

frcquent dust storms, esp€clally ln luly and paftly In the last hallofJune. Autumn

falls bebrveen odob€r and Novemb€r and reo€sents the most settled dme of the

)€ar wlth clear skies, llght raln and mlld winds. The tempelatljr€ falls qllcKy and

rcach€6 the 39oF and 7.74 oC) in the eady momings. The temp€Eturc and air cold

bracing table of Peshawartr3 ls as underi

(l) SsrtE!--
Eeqs!

Marcn

(ll) Slllos

(rii) aublE!
Augusl

Septenber

Odober

(v) wi!&q

A!!!liL

l'41n

t7

29

DaiE

f4ax r,4in

44 22

38 21

92 40

88 56

77 59

72 49

12 56

78 56

70 57

sun's n vr

l.4ax l'4ln lvlax

tt6 75 63

r30 92 82

t4s rz7 98

165 121 139

165 1s3 130

165 152 t37

161 1,t0 t29

t52 1,40 123

140 120 102

35

38

58

s0

40

30



December

lanuary

132

tt2
119

20

19

19

tt2
69

88

96

l5
25

24

22

g
33

43



Accodlng to th€ 1990 dab about the temperature and p€dpltaton of Peshawar ls

,led, fC Pra. (mm)

APnl

Jun€

Jut

a|lgrd

Septen$er

october

Decnber

!0,7

13.1

t7.4

22.9

29.t

32.9

31.0

28.9

23.7

17.4

t2-s

4t.l

54.8

41.9

14.5

6.5

40.6

14,2

9.9

15.2'

Thls (h is taken ltom Fbldsbn l..leterologkal Departnent lcr.c . 1990: Table
t{o. 5-



1,7 Contribution of Irrigation System:

The e{ltence of archaeologlcal sltes of the Buddhist p€rlod In this area is a clue to

the fad fiat the lfiig6tion practice was long known in this area. The locatjon of

Charsadda, the nrst capital of Gandhara, also in thls s€ctor, is a confirmation of

the ide6 tf'at tt€ trad was Inlgated in tie pa*.

In the southwest of the plain, the Bala and zndal Khwar provlde sumcEnt water

to inigBte that area. The Bara was imgalng most of tie afea untjl tie

inboducfon of tne canal system.

The Kabul Ri!€r, flowing right through the length of the plaln rrcm Warcak to $le

Indus pkk up the dtainage of the whole region. It hd three b|afthes, Shah

Alam, Naguman and Sardaryab reglon. It has three bGnches of sv!€t {Khlali and

JendaD near Nisatla. Until this junction, all the fve branch€s of sw?t and Kabul

River irrigate the area from Warsak and Abazai down to Nisatta and also the area

between P6hawar Clty and Kahil River. Thls is almost half of lhe Peshawar Gty

and chaBadda distrlcts.

1.8 Peshawar City and its Environmentr (Figr x, xI)

Blawar, tl|e prcvincjal capltal of Noii West Rontier Pronnce (NWFP) has

undergone uemendous charEes over ule past two decades. lt has one of the hlghest

population glqrvth 
'ate 

in the country win jts estimat€d popul.bon or over two



milllonsle. During the intercensual period of 1972-81-98 a population groMh €te of

4.6Yi6 (adjr.6ted for boundary edenton) was €coded. Thls was subdantially

high€r tian the aveGge annual ulban grwtth raE in Pakjsbn of 438v0 and 3.98%

Pe$awar ls located at the North Westem end of the Grand Trunk Road about 160

km. west ol lslamabad/Rawalpindi, and clce to tf€ Khyt€r Pass, Peshawar has had

a damati€ hlsory resulting from lts locatlon at $e end of the famous Khyb€r Pass

Few Dlac€s in the woid can dalm to ha\€ shaDed th€ destlnies of nations and

ciaryed the course of hisbry as has been done by the cdebrated Kll)/ber Pass. fte

Pass begi6 tsn kjlofieter w€st of Pe$awar lies on the leg€rdary and tradlbonal

ciravan rcute nom Peshawar to Kabul and central asia,

Starting fiom Shadi 8aghr, near lamrud nanow ICI/ber defle wnds through lofty

and d€solate firuntains for a disbnce of 34 kjlorcter, till il deboudies al Dakka in

Afghanlstan. To the nodh ltands Rohtas and Tartara mountairs, while on the south

the pass ls bounded by Suqhar, Allacha and KaGmna ranges.

In nin€teenth c€ntury the Edtsh inva$on was nom U€ oppo$te dned,on. British

iought nEny batues wM the f€edom lovlr8 tdb€s of the Khyber p69 Today the

hsi9ni6 and cr€sts of the Bdusi and British Indian Regiments $ill can be seen in the



Peshawar has alwavs b€en an im@rbnt focls on the route b€ts€en Cefitral Asia

and the Indo-Gangelrc plalns, The clty has s€€n tie ise and fall of marry

civlllations, It was once the centrE of Gandhara cMliradon and has subs€quentlv

b€en ruled by Afuhar6, Hughals, Dun'anit Sl(hs and $e &itj$ upto d|e

indelendenc€ of Paldstan in 1947.

Peshaw?r fir$ cme to importance in tie first century AD wh€n Kushan Emperor

Kanlska €stabllsh€d lt as the capltal of hls vast €rnplre - lrom the GsPian Sea !o ule

mouths of the Ganges, The cjty was on $e "lGssa" a hlgh bank of th€ Ban Rlver

wlth lts cental ai€a whe€ "Qlssa Khuani Bazad ls now lo(ated.

After th€ hding glory of the Gadhara pedod tfE city shrun& in gze Th€ boundai€s

of $e Hindu, the Musllm and the Slkh oedod can be ldertlfled wlthin ule walled clty.

The medievat sEuchire and sb€€t patten6 of this areg still e{sl Since then, the

sgnmcant changes and grcr'tn ha\,€ occurcd outsde the walled ov. wfi he

anival of the Brltlsh in the middE or the nheteenth century Peshawar enter€d a

rapld ph€se of de €lopment A cantonment on the w€stetn side of the walled clty

w?s laid out on a gdd patern. In ac'dldon b b€ing a garlson and seat or

admlnisfation it also orovid€d a self cofitained rcsld€rtial and commercial area.

a number of educatlonal insuhrtons !'€re e6tabllshed in early 20th century

eaanson, one of the most significant d6dopnl€nts w?s the bultding of Islamia

collegiate sdDol in l9f. nve klotrl€te6 to tl€ w€st of the Cantonmert, soon



Islamia College was founded and now provid€s the nuclels of large educauonal

complex consstng of Univedty of P€shawar, NWFP Englne€nng and Tednology

Unh€lliv and &ncuturd UniveElty, th€ Khvb€r l"ledical College. Fb€* Research

In$tute, PCSIR Labs. and Paldstan ,G.btlry for Rulal Dg/dopnEnt

In tne eady 1950s resid€ntal devdopm€nt st fted towards th€ south ea$ oi th€

LJnlverslty campus, called 'unilersity Town" which cov€rs an arca of 180 hecbres.

Thls t'end of development has ontnued towads the westem side of Peshawar by

the da/elopment of new towrship of HaFiabad Another townshlp mmdy'Ragi

Lulma" is in tie 9lannlng Sge.

In addition to $€ w€stem and soutl€m €Jqaftion Ute e have been derelopm€nts

along all the radlal rcads, such as Konat rcad, the Bara rcad, tne Wa6ak rcad, tne

chaEadda road, the Dllazak road, the Pandu and Hazarkhanl rcads. Graduallv the

a€as b€lrv€en frese roads ha!€ been filled'in and what were rural Mllages, such as

Hassam6ri, Nauthia, D€ribaghbamn, Naw6nhli, Tehlclpayan, Tehkalbala, Pawaka,

abdra, ftazarlfisani, Siahdund and so on (apgrcximatelv 58 $bulban

vllagevcommunlties) have been incofpo€ted into the Peguwar Planniry area

at the same time urban sprawl is taklng place whlch 15 promotlng an Inemcient and

unsustainable development pattern, totally inconsistent with Peshawa/s histoncal

development, This lack of planning and zoning rcsulted in unhealtlry livjng conditjons

in the arsls akeady deficient in urban servc€s suci as potable water supPly,

sanibtion, transpoft iacllities €tc,



Th€re ar€ two main si,opping / commerdal ar€6 In Peshaw?r mrct the old city

and Saddar ba2aar In the cantonfi€n! 8ut two nrore a€as of commercid actvrty

a€ e)9andlng very fast, whldr Include ibbon d€{€lopfiEnt along the Jamrud rcad

ftom the northem end of the run$6y b Ka*hano Indusbjal f4arket - the area

opposlte tia!€tabad Indutdal Esbte, ole to these cDmmercial activides and fast

EoM/th of population and udan spra'.{ the traffic and related eflv'rcnmental

problems a€ eceedlng the s6fety limit and taxlng dre city in the iom of accld€nts,

delays, longer joumey to wodg hlgher level of nols€, smoke and smell in the air,

eturonmental h€6lth issre etc,

Accordlng to poli€e deparhent tnere werc 143,594 vdllcles rcglstered In ttsshawar

ln 1994 as compa€d to 1989 wh€n number was only 83,625. Thls works out to an

annual inc€ase of 10q0, If tnb trend continues the numb€r of \,€hlcles will be

doubled W tt€ year 2000 AD.

Although many efforts are unde /ay to make Peshawar beautful and attsacdv€ to

the bunsB stll much wDrk has to b€ don€, Ring road is al€ady under construction

while the completlon of "Rngi uima' township will turther impo\€ the planned

d€v€lopment and prcvide more rc.l€adorEl facillths to tlle r€51&{ts of Pesha|var

clv as well as the people of suffoundlng areas, wlth conesponding inoeae in

environmertal problems.



CHAPIER 2

PEsr{AWABIluIEErccgUxlslE HINE E AND

The present P€shaw?r ls one of the old€lt clues of the Indo-Paklstan subcorthent

teeming wlth traces of an equally anclent culture Once lt was a suprcme

strcnghold of Buddhlsm, and a celebrated center of Buddhist instruclons it

b€came a sacred pllg mage, thereforc it allurcd number of pilgdms mainly from

china and Korea Ttle chinese travelers (ime to India ftom theh natve country rc

s€e and collect Buddhist manus'ripts and to pav visits to the holv placed

associated wlth Buddhlsm Thelr main fo€al was Euddhlst traditions and s€cred

Euddhlst plac€s They made only causal referenc€s to mundane affalB' but even

then thrcw some light on the glorlous past of lndlal'?o Tile most notable are'! Fa_

Hlen, Sung vun, Hiuan Tsang and Huei<n-ao Thev have left behind a qood deal

ol valuable infonnation about th€ clty and its notabiliatrl'

The first scholar Fa-Hlan came to thls reglon' to obbh books not inown to china

This reglon was not ignorant, it enlightenedn€6s can be jldged frcm fie rock

€dicts lns-talted over here alongNvtd| insdib€d potterv found from the area'

KOREAN TRAVELERS



The Buddhist lit€rature h Cnina vielded notable records of the tsavel, through tne

and hlstory of the founder of the

names of the spots which, were
Frcm these booK, Chinese leamed the wlsdom

new religionta, and b€came famlllar with the

saded In hdla and the nelghborhood

Fo-lc,o-kl, an inlormativ€ work well known in Euope through a

M. Ahel Remusat The monumental account of Sung-Yun and Hiuen

Tsang the most famous Clrlnese Uavehrs compos€d mder the bue Ta'T ang-st

2,1 shi Fa-Hian (399-413 AD)

fa-hsln, (F-Hi€n, also known as Fa-Hian or Fah'Hain or Fahien) The tan\ous

chinese pilgdm came to FEshawar in the beginning or the fifrh Century AD1'l{ lt is

said that he assumed relrglous tiue bv whidr he is known to |ls as Shlh or the

"9k Y Putra" son of ShakYa Shlh was also a famous fami[ h Chlna ln 60 century

BC. Confuclus a Eeat refomer and natjonalteacher belonsed to lt1':5 T€ditlonally

th€ chinese pdests changed their names at ihe tlme of leavlnq their natlve countfy

or homer?6. He was a Suddhlst monk and he belonged to a place in China called

l;"#;ii l,,Hil,l-. "-,".' es,'itrodd,ioi F,

'*Hii#*;**m:r""#s 
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Sian-his or Shansi and later $/€nt to Gangan !o study Buddhismr'lT' Having

insuffioent mateiat on the Dlsciplinary Rules to study' he wanted to come to mis

a€a, "Deploring the damaged and imperfect $ate of the collecbon of bools of

ois.lpline ..... he entered irto an agreemert wlth Hwun'Khg' Talching' Hwuv*€l

that th€y snouB 9o to lrdia and s€€k for th€ Uscjplinary Rule4a He th€n left

Changan ln AD 399 ior lndia He ioumeved to hdta by land and returned to Chlna

by S€a1". After spendlnq fifreen vears in varlous places' he readEd china In 414

AD. Beslde maKng an accurate record of daY to day knowledge he also t'anslatd

vadous l,|/orks and composed the hi$ory of hls travels He died at the age of eighty

sixrx, in the monasiery of srn at lftg.howfr

Fa- Hian des.nptbn of the clty of Peshawar starts whh its name' as lt ls tirst

mentioned lry hlm under the name of Fclu-Shalt He makes' a distinction

bet$,€en Gandha6 a.d P€shawar. Gandhara to h|m was B€ r€gon of

Pushkalavat: (cha6adda) and he do€s not say tlat Peshawar was d€ capital'

elther in Kushan or In earller timesrl Thls p grim rnentions a stupa serued by

more than 700 monks. Thls was the place called Patra Chaitya' wh€re the guddia

b€gglng bowl long remalned enshrlned in a Vhia€r, He tuther notlced' that at

noonlme the pdests btinging out the alms bowl' and b€fore taking there lundr

r' Ods of rh. Pdhlw Disdd
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He mertlons that the Yuecht

on thls spot a stupa ano aEo

offerings. He sald that the dcn

the poor pEs€nts few; depends

p€ople ofredng many nolv€rs

Thls tra\€ler also infoms us, thaL the t'ng of the Yudll endeavored to carry the

alms bowl awav "He btought a larce elephant ncl v capadsoned and placed tne

bowl upon the elephant, but the elephant lell bo the drth unable !o advance He

then €onsuucted a fouFwheeled car, and placed thP bowl thereon And yoked

elght elephants to draw it, but they were unable to mo!€ a sEp The king then

knew that the destnv of the bowl was not y€t tulfllled"rs'

Fa-Hian heard, d;ring hls vlslt to Ceylon, the Almebowl ls pressved h th€ cltv of

vabafss. According to hls statement" after 6 hundred years it wlll agah be

transpon€d to the country of the w€stern Yuchite

khg when falled bv taKng awav the alms bowl' built

a sanghakma and left a gljad for protectiontrT'

but he Is all Palse

Buddhin si!e,'Ptpla tr€e'but this vaveller do€s not make 6ny

he has not mendoned the contemporary ruler durlng hls vlslt'

for Xanlshkalal. He cleaiy mentloned about an enormols stupa



made ry khg Kanishk , later on ld€ntined by Fouch€t as Shah_Ji_ki-Dherl 
ra2 He

savs that its helght was about 400feet and "adomed with all manner of precious

things" and it has no comparlson. He consldel€d it superior to all other \op6" in

ancient hdla, both in height and beautncatonr'3

2.2 Hwai Sang

Hwai Sang €ame to Peshawar in 500 AD and his $/o* has been translated by

Maye6(, tle vlras feadng that he might not ha!€ a safe and forbmte retum'

After some $/orship in the vlcinity of the sacred to!€r, he touch€d the bwer and

the bells lang out, which was a good fortune ln his favouy'4s. when Hwel Sunq set

out for Indla, the empress prcsented him, f,ags of a hundrcd fEet in len$n, and

of the fine colour. ln his lourney from Khotan to Gandhaa _ wherever there was a

woEhip ol Buddha he dlstrlbuted pr€sents with flags; so that when he arrived here

he had only teft one flag of 100 feet in l€ngth, gv€n him bv the Emprcss He

presented one flag alongwlth two seNants, to the Tsioh ll Padgoda in peQetuitv to

riJ Hc@6i&rcdhihklf byl]l.doushrrh{andlk und.tukiigh. *ouldh.t 3src Eid



Hwel Sang out ol

copp€r th€ Tsiohll

the lltde travelling funds emploved a skllful atlst to depict on

Pagoda. Thls is the same pagoda, mentioned by Sung Yun ano

Hwal Sang, €ane to this area and left very litte accolnt-

2.3 Sung Yun

The s€cond famous Chln€se traveller ls Sung Yln who came he€ In 518 AD'

Sittng in the Kngdom of GandhaE, he wrcte tl|ls countsy has close resembEnce

witn the tentlory of u€|ang. lt was formedy called countrv of Ye_Po-LorG

5!n9 Yun does not name the city of Peshawar, but he calls

descdpbon of Kanlshka SWpa is qulte suffldenl to establish

sugge*s tnat he had P€shawar in hls mindt{

It the capital and hh

From his record we also leam that at that tlme the king of Gandhara was at war

with the klnq of Klptn (KabuDr4e The tdentlf,€ation of Klpin or chl-pin ls not vet

setded, To some lt ls Gndharats, or Swat vallev. though €hipln later identified 6

Kashmir valleylsl, and $e old vlew that this was Kabul do€s not s€em probableltz'

when the chhes€ pilgdm sung Yun vislted thls region the tluns were at the h€h

r" c:2fu ofdE P6h|w Diind 1397_3 : 16?
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of affallsru. To the spot of Plpal t ee. h€ calls lt Pho-Thi (8odhl T€e) and savs; 
'6

bGnches spread whlch shut out ule slght of the sMs' he also belleves that this

tree is phrt€d by lcnlshka over the pdcdess copp€r vase and pearls along with

rcliG, buded under it The tlng r/vds afraid tiat some one might obtain it after his

d€atht$. He added that b€n€ath tllls tr€e, four sead slatu€s of the four by 90ne

Blddhas were hstalled for worshipl$.

Sung Yun mad€ responslble the Yetnas (Hunas) for the desbucton of Buddhism

According to hh the disposition of the king (or dvnastv) was cruel and did not

b€lie.r'e ln the law of Euddha blt lov€d to worshlp demons As regarding u|e

common people, he says though they were Erdhman, had great rcspect fof the

law of Buddha. The klng stopped s|em ftlm $e Suddha Dh€mtst This kjng was

most orobablv Mlhl*ulart

Regarding shah-Jl-kl-Dherj Blrddhist stupa Sung -Yun sa!5: amoungst the topes of

{€stem counHes thls is the first1s and eich time after the frrc incident it was

€sto€d An old man sajd " $,hen this padoga is fnallv destroyed by lightening then

the law of Buddha wlllalso pedsh160

E-/u qtlr



Sung Yun hlghllghted a tow€r thal when TauE6ta l'vas cr6ln9 tils patt ahng

wlth hls disclples, he sald, ' Three hundred years after mv 'Nl ana' (d€ath), there

wlll b€ a king of this counby called Ka-Nl-Sl-Ka (Kanlshka) on thls spot he will raise

a Pagoda (Feou-thou). This predlcatron b€cam€ true and accordingly 300 y€als

after tl|at eveflt therc was krng of this county laown to the world as Kanlskia of

the Kushana dynasty who made this pagoda, He saw four chlldren engaged In

making a &rddhist tower out of co{vs dung, w1$ thr€e ftet h€lglt. Then the king

prcc€€ded to vtiden the foundauon of the great to\,\,ff 300 paces and more",

In the clairy of Sung Yun some basel€ss desa.ipton ls also left by him des.ribinE

the mirades of the Pagodas, he says "Flfty Paces to the souti of the Tsloh-Li-

Pagoda there is a stone tower, ln shape p€lfedy record and two Chang high (27

tuet). ftere arc many splitual Indlcadons (shown by lt); so that men by touching

0 can nnd oul if they are lucly or unlucky. If they are ludy. $en by toucning lt

the golden bells will tlnkle, but lf they are unlucky then though a man should

vlohntly posh dre to' €r, no sound would be gren otlt,

2,4 Hiuen Tsang (629-645 AD)

AD was an important penod h $e hlstory of Peshawai

lmportant pllgdm monk Hllen Tsang came to Peshawar.

In



His vigt took place In age ln 529AD. He has left a notable account of his travel in

Peshaway'6r. Hls Informative accourt and dedicated work poved him as a

dHingulshed scholar first and pibnm tatel6?. The antquitv of Peshawar ls

descnbed by Hluen Tsang in detail. Dudng Hilen Tsang vjsit the royal fami[ had

become €xunct and Gandhara klngdom was a dependency of KaPisa (Kabul) but

Feshawar was njll a great city of ,roli , or 6 ,A mil€s in extenea.

After Fa-hlan it is he, wno mendoned the nane of Peshawar along l/virh lts

Geography, capltal, architecture, productlon and culture, His account is a source

for the ancient history of P€shawai He saystt "The ldngdorn of Gandhara is about

1000 Ll from east to west and abo0t 800 Li from noth to south. On the east it

borders on dver Sln (Indus). The 6pit l of the country ls called Po-Lu-sha- Pu-lo

(Purushapura now Peshawad it ls abolt.O U ln circlit.

Of the antlqulty of Peshawar the most sirred was a ruin€d stupa near the

northw€st comer ol $e clty wllidr had fonnerly contained the beqqing bowl of

Buddha, Hiuen Tsang referring that lt was Inslde tne dty towards the south east ls

the spot of the sald bowl. located n€ar the Punj limth, Dudng hjs visit the bowl

was at PeBla, later the bowl found its wav to Kandahart6s,

'"' cd* of rh. P. r*r Dirid 139?-3 :35tIr BaLrcl. r: l93a: 97-93.



He $j,s, "Within the rcyal city, towards the northeastr6 the precious tower of the

Paie of Br.ddha ls there. Afrer the t'lahaparinirvana of $e lod Euddha, hls Paba;

coming to thls sao€d soil worshlpped for centuries, It was a travelhg sacred

exhlbltlon went to many countrles came down now to Persiar6T,

The next object vlslted by Hwen Thsang was a great Pipal tree16, at 8 or 9 li, or

2km to the south-enst of the cliy. The tree was about 100feet In helght, with wide

sprcadlng bEnches, whlch, accoding to the Uadition, had formerv glven shade to

Sakya Buddha when he predlcted the future appearance of the great King

Th€ only slte at Peshawar ls the Shahjl-kl-Dhens, Kanlshka Stupa, which stood

clos€ io the holy tre€ to ils south, rnenuoned by all the Chin€se Pitgdms. The

des.ription of Huen Tsang ls In more details, he says lt was about 400leet high

and 1 1' li (one qlarter of 2 km in circumference). It ylelded a laBe quantity of

the rcll€s of BuddhaiD. He also Inioms 6 that !o the w€st of this enormous stupa

there was a monastery also bullt by Kantshka, Its tower 6nd pavittons were two

storeys but h€ found thls gte in mu€h rulned form. It was how€aer, sull tnhabited

f'y a small number of monlc who profess€d tie f4ahayana {tesser vehtcle) doctnne

'Juli.n opinod dd coft( me Bt !.yi . ll is nordr w.n"
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His detalled desc ptlon also conlains that khg Kanlshka ascended ihe thrcne l5our

hundred yea6 after the Nirvana of the Lord. His description about thls

esbblishment is as followsl

On this place beside the main stupa $e€ are two stupas In engr&€d fom with

$ree and flve feet helght. They are of the same shape and pncpordon as almost

replicas of the maln stupa. He then noticed two tull slze flgurcs of Buddha one four

fe€t, the otner sb( In helght. Their gesture ls dossed legg€d shown slttng beneath

the Bodhi tree. When the ltull lays of the sun shine on them they app€ar of a

billiant gold colour, and as the liqht decrcases the hues of the stone s€€m to

assume a reddish blue colouy'".

He then saw on the southem slde of the slone step6 of tie great Stupa, a palnt€d

figu€ of lod Buddha .bout slxte€n fe€t hlgh, alongwith a flgure of Euddha in

white stone about eighte€n feet high. It is in standing posiuon facing the north.

He also reported hunded lltde stupas staMlng around fle maln stupa, Huen

Tsang nanated that, accon ing to tne predlctlon of Thabgata, that thls stupa has

b€en se!€n tmes bumt clown and seven tlm€s rebullt, then the religion of Euddha

wlll dlsappear, The records show that thls had akeady been destro!€d and



He then descdb€d dlat ; to the east of Parsvrka chamber ln an old building in

which Vasubandhu Bodhisattva prepared Abhi{hamakosna - sastra men, out 0r

resDect to him have olaced here a €ommemorative tablet to this affect, To the

south of vasubandhus house, about fifty paces or so is a second storied pavilion in

which l4onarhita a master of sastras composed the vibhasa sastralTa.

He atso vlslted a rcom in vaclnlty of tne monastery in the third tow€r wtlich was

ure chamber of honorable Parwlka (Pi lo-sh-po), but it has long been in ruins; blt

tl|ev have Dlac€d here a commemorauve tablet in his honou/73.

2.5 Huei-Ch'ao 700-26 AD

There may be tsaveleG tom Korea and other parts of tie world, but history is

silent about their vlslt and accounts, So far the present r€5earch ls concemed; we

ha!€ only one t'dveler ftom Korea. He bar€s tie same patt€m as we have seen In

Chin€s€ conhbuton. The nam€ of this scholar is Huel-ch?o who was bom in

Korea ln 700 Ao and leamed Buddhlst rcllglon ln china, h€ came to Northwestern

Indla and CenlralA.ia in 726 AD.

He mentioned hls story and saysl

ftom the land of Kashmir in the North-West after sev€n day long journey over the

mountalns one reaches the land of littleBolor which ls under Chlnese €19n.

Dresslng code, customs, nutriuon, and language do not diffur from them of Gleal



8ob(. People of Bolor {ear cotntn dress and snoes Beard and hair is cl,t, and

around he head they wear a scarf of cotton materiar'

The women ont let thelr hair grcw nEy're many poor and few dch People. The

mountalnous valleys are nanow gorges, and terrdce fields for agriculture are not

many, On the molntaln tops therc arc no Uees, only bladbumt rcotsumps no

other vegetatlon, The klngdom of great Bolor once was the €sidence of the now

using of ltttle 8olor, but wnen Tlb€ans concured grcat Bolo., the king ned to the

land of little Bolor, and stayed there. The eldeE and the odhary people did not

accompany the king, but stay€d in liBe Bolor,

From the klngdom ol Kashmh you will .each Gandhac after a monthS travel, lf

you g0 Northwest over the mountalns.

The king and hls army, th€y're allTu*ish, the inhlbltions are Hlndu, besid€s them

there are some Erahmans. Thls counFy was under th€ conhl of tne king of

Keplsa for this reason the father of the Tu*lsh kingr nam€d Barha llger

sur€ndered witn all hls Uoops of hls complete uibe to the king of kaplsa.

Later wth tne power of the Tu*ish inc€asing he killed that king of kapisa and

made himself klng instead of hh. Frcm thls reglon up to the north, all is under

Tu|tish rule, Wherever tney are living on the mountains tops, these are bumt

blade and ti€r€ is not even one plart growlng.



Dressing cod€, customt languages and the climate of tie s€asons are much

ditrerent frcm the other five lndlans couniles. For the dress there are fine cotton

coats and cotton shlft and trous€rs and shoes. The land is fertlle for badey and

wheat. Some sort of mlll€t or nce b not avallable at all; people eat mostly some

stemmed pastries or brcadcake.

Except of the land of Kashmir, llttle and great Bolor and Yang- fiung therc are

here in Gandhara as else in the five lndlan countries no 9rap€5 find, only sugar

cane.rts The Turklsh king has five €lephants but sheep and ho6€s are countess,

also canelt mul;s and donkeys are tiere a real lot, To retum to china form here

l5 not posslble and direction south the rcads are dangerous b€cause of rcbbedes

and be€aus€ of this bad condltlon,

North of Gandhara tiere are many p€opte with bad businesses and in the cjties of

the humans you w l nnd a lot of bukhers shops, the Krng berng Tird<jsh ado.s€s

t'le hjtad€ as a the felev€s, He, his wives, his family, the nobtes and the ch atl

the found busy, eracong monastedes and donvaung their money to the buddhist

clergy. Two dme6 a year the klngr assefibtes the cterqry, and didributes his

personal ltems and wlves, €lephants and hoE€s altoaether as a donatton to the

But for hls wive6 and his elephants the monks have to tett a pdze, for which he

hrls them back. aut camels, ho6es, gold and silver gaments or household it€ms



(pront) for hlrEelf (no spldtual profit.)lt5

the king ls generatng

The king! behavlor ls dltrerent from that of the Turkish Khg Even his sons and

daughteE follow that pattem of behavolsr They $ems€h€s arc bullding

monastedes, assemble the dergy and make donatons.

The Capltal (Pushkalavatl) ls constructed up on the westem shore of great river far

away, there is a big monastery, where the Eodhisatwas Vasabandu and Asanga

had llved. This templet nam€ is Kanishk . A great Stlpa is also there, which is

penanently shinlng (whlch ls permanendy emauakes rays of llght). The monastry

and the Stupa hale been built by King Kanlshka himself in tie anciert tmes. The

monasby was renamed after the Kng3 name.

From thls town 7 li southeast therc ls the place. wherc Buddha as klng of the Sibi

1r helped a dove to fteedom. Now there is a monastery, and many monl6

woEnlpplng tnere. Th€re is also the place, whe.e Buddha sacllfled his head and

eyes (?) to fe€d the ffve Yaksas (?).

All these places are In this courtry. In tie mountalns soltneast of uris €ity

(Pushkalavati) there are monasteries and monks spread all over the plac€s and tne

p€ople arc woEhlpplng In deep falth, Eoth Mahayana and Hinayana, Vehicle is

used by the Buddhlst worshlppelsft. lf you go from the country of Gandhara



straight to the north you reach to tie khgdom of Udyana after a thre€ days

jouney. Herc the Klng ls feruently woEhlpplng the Triratna (with rcllglous zeal).

The country folk sacrjflces more th6n half of thelr b€longlngs to the monks. For

themseh,€s they keep the small portlon, Just to get clothes and some thlng to eat.

Each and everyday there will be a rcllglols counctl (a mela) .nd peopte arc

wo6hipplng and making sacrific€6. Thee are monasties and monK ptentitut-

more than half of the populatjon is living In spdfuat ttfe as a devoted monkt H€re in

Udyana they only follow the Mahayana. Dress€s, morats, food do not differ from

that ln Ghandhara, but the language ts not the same. There are ptenry of horses,

camels and sheep available, but it is cold climate all over the year,

Efteen days Jolmey nodh east of Ljdhyana lnto the mounbins is tne county of

(ts.hral) Chltlal. The people living tnerc catt Uemesetves Sama laja. The king is

worshlping the hratna, there are mounastries and monks, clothing and tanguaqes

are the same llke ln Udhayana. Cotton trcusers and garments for much In fashton.

lf you travel ftom this kjngdom of chandhaE s€ven chys inro the molntalns, \,tu

wlll reaci th€ klngdofi of L.mpaka. Tlis count y has no king but there ar€ onty

noble chlefs. Lampaka is under the rute of Ghandha.a !oo. peopte dress tike in

Ghandhab they communicate in tie sane language. If you tiavel from tirts

country from lampaka into the mountatns, after 8 dals you reach the kingdom of

Kapisl (Kaplsa). Also thls country is under the controt of the ktng of chandhara.

During summer, this king is living in Kaplsa becalse of the coot ctinute. tn wlnters



he goes bad Ghandhara, where it ls warm, There is no snow, whlle ln the country

of Kaplsa there is a lot, The inhabltrnts of Kaplsa ar€ Hlndu or Turxish. what they

bear, how they sp€ak and what th€y eat In genelal ls the same llke Tokhafshn,

excluding some mlnor aspe.ts, where tney dlffer. l4en and women folk a€

wearing cotton dress of shlrt and tbuser, wlth shoes. There is no difference in

men and women dresslng code, All men cut bead and half, women let hair grow,

camels, mules, horses are there, also dohkeys and catoe's cotton clothlng, grapes

st'eat, barely, and er.ra, are cultlvated. Th€ people arc wo|shiping the tri€tna

witi devotion. There are lots of monks lMng In many monast es the outsbndinq

families of these people arc buibing momsties themsel'/es and donate them to

tne cle€y. In the- big city there is a monastsy wiele tiere ls a blowing hom/bones

and hair of the Buddha as S.dfa (?). Ihe kng, tne omceE, and people arc

They follow the HINAYANA there. On tie lop of tie fiounlains there a€ no tre€6,

just like ev€rything ls bumt by ffre. If you t-a!€l from Kapisa for 7 days to tne west

you wlll rcach Zablllstan. Th€ natlves are Hindus, the klng and the amy Turkish.

The king is the cousin of king of Kaplsa, Who selded here with his p€ople and his

arm. He ls under nobody's control not even In the controlofhis uncle.

The Kng and his amy are tnoughTurklsh devot€dly wotshlplng tdratna. There arc

Iots of monk living in many monastrles who are following the llahayan. There is a

Tu*ish nob€l named Shatafian who donates gold and sllvels on(€ a year ln $ch



an allbunL tht! nobody can match wnh t, customs 6nd d€ss are tle same llke

Kaplsa, tut languag€s dlfieF.

From zrbulblrn ? days favdhg b the north ls tie counbv of Banryan. The klng

is Hlndu erd und€r m onds domlnlon. Hls anny ls sburg, so all other king(bms

do not &re b att * h|m. The courEy b ftdle the/ oltJrdte a lot of grapes ln

wlnE tfi€r€ ls snov and lt b vEry @ld. Afrer ano0le 20 days ,oudey b tne noih

lou wlll rcadr tn€ r€Cd€rEe d the tlng of Tuld€tftlan? nanted R '1I_YA(Ealldt)

nsw tE troF oa t|e Arabs are there they t€ve o€orpled Ute dtv (of Balkh). Irte

ldng and hls dbtt€ss run for one monb b 0r e6t dd tDvr lMng In Eada*n$ao.

No/r Edkn b uld€f u€ domlnlon d ul arab6.



Chapter 3

ARcHAEoLocrcaL Drs@vERrEs - I

Seiore w€ come to the Ar*aeological Research in P€shawar in PrePafition time.

Lets have a bir(, eye view, on the archa€ologlcal Esearch In tie €gion which is

th€ beginning in the area. i.'1. Elphinstone (129-1859) whlle comlng back from

Afuhanistan ln 1808 gives infomatron of the Buddha at Eamtyan h AfghanislanLTe,

ard also reDorts the monuments at Hanklyala in the Potwar Plateau&. Later on

William Elsklne ldenufied lvlanikyala as a Buddhlst monument In 1821 with no date

The s€cond sbg€ of r€seadres in the nortiwesiem sub-{ontnent is in fie Skh

periodr3'l, l,lanikyala was exca!€ted by General ventura of RanJet Shgh amy in

1830 and was followed, ln the process of excavatron, by General Courl In the

nelghbouhood of lvlanlkyala, and l.M. Honigberger and c. Masson In Kabul and

Jalalabadta. ventura also initiated €,(ploraton In the modem Taxib ar€at&.

t'lasson was the frrst to drdw attention towards the "Bactrlan Pahlavi' (Kharaoshu)

legend on colns, on the basls of which J. Prhsep developed $ls study furthey'3s.



The nrst moveable propedy frcm the Archaeolglcal wealth in t€rm of scutptures

was found by J.G. Gerard. It was a statue "of a seated Buddha wth flaming

sho|Jldersde wnldr he recovercd near the modem villag€ of Bent Htssar,lt In tfie

vicinity of KabU In 1833. A Cunningham e/as Inlersted in archaeologicat known

sites menooned In llterature. In 1848 Cunningham in t4ardan dist ctr6 obserued

Ranl-gat, as Aomo6 of Alo€nder.l8e He also ldentified the archaeotoglcal siter like

Pushkala\.ad (Cnars€dda), Salatula (Lahorc), Shahbaz Garhi. and Sehn Eahtool

(tla(hn). However, |!ln. $€in id€ntifes Aomos h the €gion of Ptrsar or Una-sar

at the vdlley of Kana-Ghutand in Swat.rs

Senous antiquarlan activiues comm€ncdd aft€r the crca0on of the 'Guides'. a

special corp6 of Pathan soldiersr in 1847. Apart from mllltary op€radons in th€

Yusutuai dlstrlct and adroining ar€6 lt also opened tie way, from 1849 onward,

ior anthropologkal and archaeologicat €searches. In 1852, W Lumsden, Depuv

@mmisdoner of Peshawar was ordercd to arrdnge an esalrt for tvlr. James of the

Suryey Depa.tnenL on his vislt to the boder of the Swat Vattey,Fl

The anno€tion of Peshawar disbict by tfie gkhs In 1834 provided Generat Court

an opportunity for hls archaeological and topoEaphicat rc6€arches ln the distrjcts

!! Llnsda md G. Etlntu | 399 : lo9



Ardaeological research in Peshawar o glnated ln 19th cent!ry wnen tne Bitish

Arlrv Omc€ls and Ovil Admlnlstiatols, showed their inte€st in classical education

to lden0ry the topography of the rcglon, known to the world as ancient Gandhard.

The Archamloglcal survey of Indla established ln 1870s wlth the intention to

explore and er(cavate/ to report and ldenury, to locate and documenl the

Archaeological sites and histoncal monuments. This process resulted in c.eatjon of

hlstodcal and geographlcal framewod! and additjon to the establishment of

protected sites and to establish mus€ums for pl.|blic These plone€ring etrorts ln

combhaion with the Introduciion of few scientfic m.'thods have provided a firm

base for the last 50 years of Ar.haeology within the arca known now a dal$ as

Paklstan.

In the plain of Peshawar there were th€e baslc hlstodcal contexts of th€

b€ginning of Archaeological rcs€arch. The Indus River separates the Peshawar

plain from the Potohar platea! reglon of Punjab. As alrcady noted abov€, in 1830

when two European Genelals employed in the army or Ranjit singh, the

contemporary ruler of Punlab, stard o(cavation at tie site of Manikyala stupa

near Flawalpindi, placlng proper folndation for Ar[haeological research.te

of P€.hamr and Yusuf2!|.!, (t'ladan). rhE event shows the b€ginning of prc_

plan€d surveys in the rcgions.s3



Archaeologlcal slgnificance of the region at that time was well known. Alexander

Cunningham has also shown hterest in this reglon wlth Archaeologlcal $'€oies.

s€condly, in the ftld 19th century, the sd. pturcs wlth Hellenic affnty, which later

on became as th€ G?ndhara Sdool of scllpfurcs w€te Inuoduced ln this rcgion.

Afrer the fall of RanJlt Singh and sikh porver in Punjab and atso with the increase

of the Bdtish interest in Afghanlstan,re5 and the neighbodng teftitory of the

tteshawar plain. Brldsh army Oficer remained present ln P€snawar area, some of

these Officers were interested in Archaeologicalfinds.

Thldlt it had long b€en lalown fom the classical literature that Alexander the

great lnvaded tils pat of the wodd. The mo!€ments ol Alexande/s aniy and

places they occupied also fodned distnd fo.us of tile culhlral hedtage of this soll

The changlng polltical scenarlo in the North West frcntler €gion in the second half

of tie 19th century and the documenH litelary and artinic Faditron of Hellenlc

lhks of this'Fronte/ iadlltated Archaeologlcal inbe€sr

After Alexander Cunningham, the systemauc tudaeologic.l work of explordtion

and excavauons staded under the d}namlc leadershlp of John f4arshall, The

annual report of Archaeologic.l suruey of hdia, for the year 1915{ refe6 to the

Shapola stlpa In the tftyb€r agency, beslde this 1zl4 sites \ €r€ lbrpd in the repod,

also showlng excavation at Islamia College and Burj l-lai Slngh in Peshawar.re5



B€slde the archaeological o(cavations arld exploratlon tlie above noted proneers,

also $orked on the morcable prcperty, llke soidur€s and colns, The bulk of

sc1llptl€s rc€ numb€red Spoon€r wrlt€s, "all tne sculpturcs In tie P€starvar

lMuseum, furtier more, had been numbeEd consecutlvely, b€glnnlng In the flght

hand gbll€ry up stalrs.le 8e5l& thb the tlary[€av€s handbook is also lmportanLrt

The r€gearch rccord of the archa€ologkal data, conducl€d In Peshawar ls as

Eanam€il

I'4.A.Court 1836

Lt. C.A Oompton ex6vation 1875

V ilaEsa Alyar eca\i6tion 191t15

ShahJl-ki-Dehrl

8.D. S@ner o((a\abon 1907-08

H. flaE€a\ies o(ayation !91G11

A. SUen work 1911-12

John l{arshall condbrton 1911-12

The Result of the Prcvlous Work



3.1 BANAl,rAtu ExcavATro 'e.

Fussman refened to Banamanl slte in P€shawar, ulat lt was o(ci|vted by l'l.A.coud

who was ln the s€rvlces of l"1aha6ja Ranjit Slngh in 1822. AEcording to the repod

a bronze head dug up at P€shawar by M.A.CoulL He reported that he found and

dug out several remalns of lndlan statues both in Pllaster (Frobably ln slucco) and

in brcnze, He belleves that thes€ belong to !€ry ancient date and not of artiiic

value but lll exeqrted. He ls ol the oplnion that they prlnclpally represent

Gou*nathl tuqirs or Jogis, who for a long time held the country w€st of the Indus.

The lmaglng questlon repres€nts, whlch was excavated iiom the vlllage or

Eanamani to the west of Peshawar. He also refened other ruins of Pingel, where

Indian and Sactrian medals (Probably colns) r€.e round.rm

3.1.I IIIAGA RAIA

Found In Sanamanl, Peshawar, made of B|ass with 46cm height, b€longing to the

6q 7b CenEry A.D. Now it is the property of cabinet dis medallles, bibliotheque

nationale d01.16. Eesldes the excavator, General Court menuons severdl lmages

in them, only this one ls now knownbt. As q,ads its adsdc stanrhn Court

conside€d these as barbanc work belonglng to the BLiddhist p€dod'?0':, Coulr's

ldentifrcaton is bas€d on Manllqala s'te fnds resemblance, with Banamad. The

flndings recovered frcm Manlkyala (an incrlbed r€llquary with a pinnacle lid of

': n 
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bronze, tow fold cojns of Hwishka, a gotd sma box rctiquary and a sitver drdchma

ofTegln, Tudish ruler of Kapupr3 conecdy lden0fied as Buddhistse.

To sotrE tiis is a Hind! hage, whtch has b€€n discovered with Buddhist

anefdctfr, also reported fiofi other sttes In the regiona and for the p!Do6e,

origlnally Erddhist structures have b€en reused atong wtth cutt imag€do7. Like the

hage under d'srussion its &ahmi Insc pton on tne bottom of the circutar co[a.

also has Buddhlst and Hindu ortghauon,

"Dlvodhama Yam Coftaruna 5d Ha€devo Grdghgupamatoka"

thls is the ploris gift of Cortaruna. (it ts) $e tod Haradevo, (atso ca ed?)

Gragh€gutpamatoka.

On it E nngton pointed two dif€rent aspect*a: that tle phrase.pious 91ft of is a

sp€clfcally Euddhlst fomuta; and se.ondty, that ,Haladeva, js idenrifiabte wtth

Shivaa. To Enington onty the s€rpent attribute and tink tie mask with the Hindu

delty In hls ascetic asrecdto the snake symbolizes tmmortatity through the annual

Eesldes other steamulation the image symboltzes the revivat of Hinduism h ue

region. It share a common stt/listic and tconographic€l hedtage of the two g€at

4Pri.*Dl3].:l7o.i'.dbyEriIfu|92:240
e Ehntun rt2 :]7d Trddri r93].615 )B- r9r.t49i2
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one of the chinese Buddhist Favelers, xuan zang, in AD 632, counted, more than

a huMred Deva templefl'z, wh€rc nany Buddhist establishments w€rc alrcady ln

ruined condiuon'zl3. The Court, lmages €presented Hlndu as.edcs'?11, Enineton

says \he laclt above all of a thlrd eye on the forehead of th€ mask suggest a

mo€ slnGetic jmage. made at the ume when the rcligious dominance of

Buddhism in the reglon was belng overtaken, blt was not yet totally eplaced by

To some tie cobra hood atgibutes of a naga-raja (king of the nagas) i6 popularity

was noted by xuan zang'?16. In Euddhis! art naga (allka ls shor/vn atong widr his

wife in waEr banlirT, who prcphesi€d the attamment of enl'ghienment by tne

8uddha'zl8. It also has contemporary example In the region one from Tahkat Eata

and another from Peshawalre.

religions of Hinduism & Buddhism ln P€shawar. lt hlnts the &cline of Euddhism

aM re$ruence of Hlnduism in the region,

l': wa@,,01:,,.,,, md,1,-3
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3,2 Tehkal (Figr XV)

Though tie etrorts of oese researchers were not on solid ground, (s€e flaw ln

dapter U b|lt they rende€d nobble serulces in the lleld of archaeological

reconstrudion. It was b€GUs€ of thelr labonous wo* that now we have

knowledge about the archaeologlcal sites, Amoung them Tehkal ls the first whlch

was proH in the year 1875 and then l9l5-5. The posltlon i5 stll questionable

whether this belongs to the Buddhlst !'odd or mL the ercavadon do not thrcw a

true light on its posluon. (Se€ Erington 1987)

In Archaeologtcal world Tehkal at Peshawar, ls known not more than a pro\€nance

of a famous Buddhin status of Kuvera, now at th€ poss€sslon of L.hore Mus€uh,

Lihore (No. 3/G101 Lahore r'4useum). On the sllfa.e grolnd too, nothing is so

vlsible or well located. But it was very much Vsible at Tehkal a century ago.

lvlany visitoE in 19th and 20th century vlslted Tehkal and descdbed it. A rcport of

Punjab public works deparhent of 1870t pnnted in the Punjab Govemment

Gazetteer contains a note about two Euddhlst sites in thls locality,

The modern Tehkal contalns tlvo ditrerent vlllages, one ls Payan (low) and other ls

Bala (high). Eoth Payan and Bala Tehkal lie the nodh of old Jamrud Road,

between Peshawar cantonment and unlve|sity of Peshawar, The old Jamrud Road

was constructed by the British in 18703,n0 The Archaeologicll remains are on the

north side of the modem village of Tehkal Bala, which are also described by



Cunnlngham, CIhe area ls called chamad and now in the possession of Army for

traininq as fidng- €nge). The 1875 and 1881-82 exploGlon on Tehkal repods

plovlde Infomadon that pottery piece6, brlcks and other debds b€longlng to thls

slte ls us€d ln tie constructlon of Jamrud road, These also Indlcate the sites tn the

univelsity of Peshawar. p€s€ntly accommodaEs the modem building of Plshto

Acidemy, only a small portion of the retalning wall of the Buddhist site can be

The flrsl report on Tehkal slte is of G€nerdl Courq a Fr€nch officer of MaharaJa

F€njit Singh stationed at Peshawar in 1834. He explored various sttes in the area.

He says 'The most shklng are those of Khohlss€r more commonly known by the

name of Tehkal, where are v€stiges of thr€e massive cupolas of very anclent

date.a In 1832 Ale{ander Bames and Or. J. G. Gerad both of the Bo'ntay army,

being sent on to CentralAsia by the East Indla Gmpany probably on polltlcaltour

t0 collect some data on Central Asia, but beforc they left they w€re shown the

stupa at Mankiyala by couds f€llow offic€r and w€re Instructed ior tie location of

more slte€ like tlis,222 Bames infonhs "Like one in search of the oh'losoDhe/s

ston€, I found mlself refeFed from place to place, and at usman heard of tope

near Peshawar, which I afte ard vis|'t€d. It ls about 5 mlbs nom the city but in

so decayed condition that the reruins would not srJggest any ldea of the dedgn

wlthout s€eing those of the Punjab tho0gh tney w€rc 100 fe€t hlgh.Dl



Masson In 1833 wlote to Gend wien he was at P€shawar, "I hear nothing

con€lusive here of your researches at the Peshawar tope. osman notes in his tetter

to me that the statues is very wounderful, they are certainly a vety slngular

dis.o!€ry,* Errhgton remarks about thls letter ls "The 'tope' in queston seems

more likely to have been one at Tehkrl Bala rathel than the renowned sulpa of

Kanishka at Shah-ll-kl-Dhen, for followlrE reasonst the later site es€pes tie

parti€ular .tten0oo of @uG for he the tound $e whole area aound Peshawar. 'A

vdst space co!€r€d with ruins and tombs'. later investjgato6 desanbe the shah_ji-

ki-oheri as two large molnds outslde the GanJ Gate at Peshawar but Qompton h

1875 refers to the poor and s.antv nature of dlscoverles, and even Spooner and

Hargreaves, whos€ excavations successtully establlshed this as th€ stuPa founded

by Kanishka, stress $e paucity of sclllpturc at the srte. How€ver, Tehkal Sala is

apprDximately 5 mlles to $e lv€st of old city of Peshawar, tne hq€st stupa

(lvlound A) belng stll 70 feet ln helght in 1875. This flts both 8ame55 locauon and

descrioton of the 'Tope near Peshawa/, and the site can b€ posltlvely associated

with Geard, ln the officlal Punjab Govemment. €xcavation of the site moreover, 'a

deep cuttng'was found in the summlt of d€ second stJpa (l'lound 8) from whidr

some sbtues arc report€d to have been taken.... by pfevious explor€rs'.Thjs

he€forc ls p€rhaps the area ift€stigated by G€lard. Ge.ard and l'4ohan Lal and

his companlon In Peshawar does not inform about tieir activjties"s



Though Gerard compared a sculpture from Swat wlth one ftom a Tope In the Dlain

or Peshawar. After hls de6th ln 1835 hls brother donated rwo boxes ot

ft-dgmentary idols to the Asiatc Sodety of BengEt.s He Ecords "a none idot in

excellert preservatlon and beautilttty executed, and complete o(cepting the face

of one of the female flgures which ls wanung, The face ol the other fenale figure

was accldentally boken off, tut it has b€en carcfuly packed up In pa!€r, and with

a litde cen€nt lt can easlly be united.... TJ|e whotes were dug tor ...by my brother,

while he was on hls rebJrn route to hdta, dudng 1833 and 1834.... I r€grct tlat no

partic:lllars of thelr locallty were found among my late brothefs paper, relating to

hrs journey, owlng..., to two-third of the whole havlng onaccountabty

dlsappearednT. Dr, lvlanin Hontgberger, a personal Doctor to panjlt singh

excavated Hound A at Tehkal monuments for 15 days but nothtng wodn in frnding

except two llgures "en natre roir of tttu size statue of Buddhist woddu

A third investlgatlon ls in 1861 which was made by the Rever€nd Istdore

Loew€nthal on scllpture found in this licintty, He says "No s'Etemaflc attempt at

opening any of ti€ mounds abounding in thts €gton has y€t been made, except by

ueutenant Johnston. Assisbnt commissioner, wno has been explodng one

situated some two mlles from the staflon; but litte has come to light, besides a

copper un, in the shape ofa common wat€r Jar, contatning nothtng but f€gment

of bones and some lamlna of mica.



He has, howev€r, lald bare pavements and steps of burnt bdcks. and obtained a

sumcEnt number-of scllptur€d comic€s; friezes, p€diments, stat!€s, omaments,

€tc,, all in i-agments, to show that the mound covers $e rulns of a splendid

buildlng, whlch was deslroyed with the utmost vlolence and bv fire; also sumclent

evjdence !o show that the place was bullt W Blddhlsts".2e

Loei/!€rthal describ€d 'Kuvera statue was excavdted by ueutenant lohnstone from

a mound near lower Tehkal, a village between the Peshawar cantonment and the

Klryber Pass"8o. The Sappe6 excavdted sites ar€ nct yet located. Conningnam

mentioned Tehkal Bala or Palan or both but Elirabeb Enington located the arca

where modern Peshawar univ€rsity campus ls accommodated sl A 1983 stlr'r€y

also marks the remalns of a mound neal€r Tehkal Payan lts€1f232. accodlng t0

Enington sorlptured comic€s fri€zes slahis omaments etc Alonq sfi Kuverd

flgure and €opp€r relic casket recovered by lohnstone, only Kwera is identiflable

she tunher added that lo€'trenthal reported a Bodhsatva from Neogram (Swabl)

and adds some comparatve figurc foutd by Johnstone at Tehkal23.

Any other Euddhlst plece depictng the renunclaton at Lahore l"luseum (Lahore

453/G5O) ls atlibuted to Tehkal.s Frcm both sites of Tehkal %yan and 86la

large number of Buddhist pieces w€re rc@ver€d in 1875-76 seasons. Gadck

(1916) recover€d three large heads and 15 small pieces Tehkal Payan slte was



dch in scllt'turcs than th€ Tehkal Bala slte,Es Edngton says, \he two major slt€s

of Tehkal Bala, lay apprcDdmatly in the arca of the rbdem Pushto Ac.demey and

the Islamla college Peshawar rcspectvely whib the stupa of Tehkal Payan

€,(tavated by Johnstone can probably be ldemin€d with the remnlns of Rosanabad.

The tecinlques of these eady excavators leave a gr€at deal to be desired by

modem standads and certain problems such as those of orientatlon and scale

r€main. N6/er$eless, d€k vrork provlde the only rccod of these sites, wnich in

the case ot the Tehkal Bala remains is de$lled enough for a €l€arcr pictu€ to

emerge of at least two of the Euddhlst monuments whlch must have onc€

dominated th€ landsaape of $is neighblrhood"!5.

3.3 Shah-ji-ki-Dherir (Fig: XVI' XV )

The second site whlch was excavated ls known as Shah-ji-ki-Dherl where work

sra&d In 1907{ and 1910-12. It is sltuated about 2 Km to tha south east of the

Ganj Gate and outside the Lahori G.te en the histodc cltv of Peshawar. fie easv

aDoroach ls from the Hazarkianl road, The rulns of the mound, altiough at

present hadly Faceablg can only be identified by an elevated conlour of the earth

upon whlch now sbands modem houses, lylng In ihe north east part of lhis

Eaveyard. Once h conslsted of two laEe mounds lylng In east_west oriertation.

The eastem mound reveal€d the grelt sUDa wnlle the westem uneartEd the

monast€ry atlached to lt, The second Buddhist establlshment relates to a stupa



built by Kanishka "to the soltn of the Plpala tree%7 All the three Chlnese pllgrims

t€ll the story how Kanlshka, in his wandedng came to thls spot and erected the

shlpa, A.coding to Hit€n Tslang it was a forested spot and according to Fa'Hian it

lay bv the rcadside, Buddha ls said to have prophesled the e€cton of thls stupa

havlng sat beneath this plpal trce whos€ helght was one hundr€d feet or so, " four

hundred yea6 after by (my) departure ftom tne wodd, th€re will b€ a king who

shall rule lt called Kanishka (Kalni-se-Kia); not far to the soutn of this spot he will

raise a stupa whlci wlll contain many varlols relics of my bones and flesh'rn. As

to tie stupa, Fa-Hian obs€rue that it was about 400ft high, and "adomed witn all

manner of precious thhgs", SrJng Yun reports tiat "among the topes of Westem

counHes thls ls the nrst', lastly Hiuen Tslang says that lt was upwards of 400ft In

height and 1 tt li, or just one quarter of a mlle, in circurnferencesg but no one

clearly says that it was near the capital ctty of Kanisnka Hiuen Tslang2{o descrlb€s:

"nese two stupas are stlll visible, In aggravated slckness, if a cure is sought,

p€ople bum incense and offer flowels, and wlti a sincere falth pay then devotons.

In many cases a remedy is found. on th€ southem side or steps, on the eastern

face of the great stlpa, there are engaved (or carved) two stupas, one three feet

hlgh, the other five fe€t. They are of the same shape and prcportion a5 the Eeat

stupa. Again therc are t\4o tull-sized ltqu€r ol Buddha, one four feet, the other six

leet ln helght. They r€semble him as he sat cross-legged beneath t,le Bodhi tree.

when the full rals of the $n shlne on them, they appear of bdlliant gold colour,

:! cm. 1962 152-cunnhlh.n r9,o:67: Jalir:r', sr (^R. rerorr) 25-
'"rsr (aR. rero-ll) r52-56



and as the liglt decr€as€s the hues of stone seem to assudt a r€ddish blue

colour... On the southem side of the stone steps of the great stupa there ls a

pahted ffgu€ of Buddha about sixt€en feet hlgh. Frcm the mlddle Lrp$€rd therc

arc two bodies. below the mlddle, only one.... To the soubwest ol the great stupa

t00 paces are so there ls a fqure of 8lddha in white stDne about eighteen f€et

hlgh. It is a staniing flgu€, and looks to the north.... To the left and dghi ol the

great stupa are a hlndred lltde st0pas standing closely together, execui€d with

consummate arl,,. Buddha is said to have prooh€6ied the erecton of this stlpa

havlng sat beneath this pipal tree wllose helght w?s ot|e hundt€d fe€t or so, "fo!r

hundred years after by (my) departure fiom the world, there wlll be a king who

shalr rule it called Kan6hl€ (Kai-ni-s€-Ka)j not lar to the south of t;is spot he w l

rdlse a stupa which wlll contaln many vadols rellcs of hy bones and flesh'xr,

Wrcn first aniv€d ln thls counby it had lu$ b€en destroyed by a fire calamity.

Steps are being taken for its restoratlon, bLt th€y arc not yet complete"r4.

Whether the prophecy was tulfilled and the stupa v!"s flnally burnt down for the

seventh dmes ls not known for certain,r{r Since the upp€r storc}s w€rc made of

wood, tney had thercfore be€n subject to d€struction by fi€ or llghtening, Ashy

lavers ooosed ln the cowse of ex€avation have tesbfied this statementra

nr,a.,t/ (Ae 19rcrr): r t2. omhsid: r9ro:61nrfoshn r9r5: 3. rrei.ftr I 1946 : 19
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-The nomenclature of the site to Arred Foucher is as'lYaharaja Caitya' (the great

kln924s. The NWFP gazeue€E 1931glv€s an interpreEtion, "$is is so .alled

beaause of its being the possesslon of gyads who are generally knowtr among the

l'4uslims by the techlnal tem'ShahJi'. Jaftur, considered both the views, shows his

Inclination towards the latter and argues that "The wod Shah li in common

parlance In applied to a salnt or a Sayy€d and not to a king or Shah". Thus the

name shah Jl Ki Dherl means the mound of a saint or a Sayyad,r6 Mr, Ibrahh

Shah says "the name 'Shah Ji Ki Dherj' has been gl!€n to the slle ol'xanlshka

vihara'after the sairt Khwaja Sa!,yed Shah "Ata Allah' lylng enshined in the tomb

mentioned els€where ln this work. Agha g),yid Mahbub Ali Shah !7, one of the

des€endants of Sayyid Shah 'Ata Allah, durlng a personal visit to him regarding

lnvesdq€uon in tiis matter, told the pr€sent autilor that the area where the slte ls

lying was included in the endovtment of gyyid Shah 'AE Allai. This endowment

property whlch was 400 kanals In total, ls now occupled by modem hous$ 0f

Akhunabad adjac€nt lo the site. After having been ldentified tie site Xanishka

Viha€, tne name 'Shan Ji Ki Dherl'was qiven to it for lts being pat of the Prcpedy

of shah ' Ata Allah , the g)ryid The spoi is genelally known as 'lvlahbuba Dhen"

after a leg€ndary lovlng couple " Mehbuba and Jalat Khan'whos€ love story ls stlll

clrculating amoung tne dewellels of outsKrts of the cily 243".

!' Agha s'yyid Mrnbub ali siah (,s.d 70) is a iodbk dBc.ndflr of S.ylid Stli At All,h H. is a
Bsd-aul H's (nov calr.d sh.[ii B,a) 
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cunnlngham (1871-80) and then Foucher (1901) locat€d two molnds at Shah-ji-

ki-Oehfl on the old boundaries of the Peshawar Clty might be as remains of this

hmous Buddhist sile.ra The idea of both of the above scholaE run counter t0

each other, Therefore lust to confrm the idendncnuon a new ex€avation work

sbrted. In the cours€ of ercavations under sle leadership of spooner e, ,5t

(1908-9) and sulsequentally under the dlrection of Hargreaves2s2 2s3 (1910'1D,

€onfirned that the laEer mound was a huge monastery and tie smaller one was 5

magntficatjon slJpa, along with votive stupas.

According to the Buddhlst pllgrlm Xuan zang tle rellcs had been enshrlned bv

Kanlshka wi$in the nupa of Shahjl-lc-Dehd,2e led Spooner to excavate a large

square pit down through the centr€ of th€ stupa. N€ar the juncton b€tween two

rddiathg walls (colours a€ used on th€ plan to denote the thrce ditrerent building

phases) of tie stupa, 6ftm below the le\,€l of the pav€d area, hE dlsaovered a

relic chambs which ylelded a copp€r casket and, near it, a lonely copper coin

belonging to Kanishka I wlthln th€ casket rlas a hexagonal crystal rellquary, a day

seal (now consider as coln2st Impnnted with the flgure or an elephant (known

Hwiska, elephanr256) and three bone ftagments,

',rsrl,bL tt :ltiForch.r: l915:r23-J0,ileofcMprm: 1375: 7rt-3



The excavatlon fl'st by Crompton 1875, collaborated Cunningham's suPposinon

(1871-80) that "no remalns of this Eeat stupa €t6ted", and hence stopp€d furtner

wo* saylng that'Sflcking to Fouche/s identlflcaUon of Kanlshka Stupa wlth Shah-

ji-kl-Dheri in 1901, however, Spooner and flargreaaves started a fresh s€nes of

exca\rdtions frcm 1908 to 1911 at the clrcular. eastem mo6t mound surolnded by

cultivated ffelds, to the west of whid lay ffe 6m high extensive mound where

Crompton opened most of his tsenches and which Harg€aves later designat€d the

l'4r. spooner (1912) frrst dug up 6 shnne-lil(e building and expos€d bnck pavement

in ftont of $€ stupa and also found the south tdce. At the noth west€m comer a

circular base of a tower was confirmed; Spooner presupposed the existence of the

same sort of base at the three otier com€rs, but folnd nothing exced lbr a stone

oosslblv attributable to the southeastem to/ver. Ouing this operdlon he exposed

stucco friez€s on the base of mouldings, depicts a serles of Euddhas ln the

dhyananudra altematjng wlth pilaster, Applique of mud pilaster also applied for

proleation and !o s€pardte the ple(es lrom each ouler '

Thus the o(c?vaUons revealed a 54 square main stipa witi a semi circular

sdension at each angJe and a 15m projectlon on each slde makinq a cross fonn,

surounded try other smaller stupas and E shdne- like structlre whlch stood on a

bricl oavemen! The slloa also conialn€d four ladial walls running nofi the centre

of the northwest, west, southwest and southeast. A litge to the west of the stupa

three suoeimpo6ed €onstructjons were exposed, the lowest two being of b ck and



the lalest of bdck and stone, comprising together squa€ pillar b6€s and walls

fuced wM clrcular or seml-clrcu'ar to\N€6 ldentified by the excavators as part of

monastc bulldings, The extraordlnarlly extensive slze of the s1!pa complex thus

lvelt matched the stupa founded. accordlng to legend, by Kanishka, wnich u\e

chinese pitgdms unanimously talked about as by far the geatest amoung all

stupas in the Western Regions. But strudurcs wise nothing worth menflonhg

exposeo as sucn,.

Desplte such dmciHes, every body can easily reallze that the slte produced onry a

fuw of the oiec€s of schlst s€ulpturcs whEn are nodnally reco!€red In gr€Et

number at Gandha6 Buddhlst slt€s and also that baked bnd(s were famillar

mateflal for the bultde6 ol Shah-lFki- Dheri Maln Stupa and other buildings

sunounding lt. The shah-ji-kl-Dhed buildings ar€ qulte exceptional and anomalous

among compatable rilonum€nts. crudform stupas such as shalFjl'kl_Dheri,

ghamala at Taxila or Tope-l-Rustum naar Balkh and also with the decorative

elements of Gandhara near Kabul gives a clear plcttrre of lts original form The

plendlul use of bncks may sugg€d a fairy laE date for the site but not be6use of

the geographlcatly dltrlcrit ac€ess to stone as th€ excawtoF suppos€d Yet tne

discovery of the "Kanishka Gskef257, led to the ldentiflcation of the slte with

Kanlshka vihala. The shahjl Ki Dherl copper reliquary b€longs to the 2d century

A.D; lts height B r8.n with 12.7 cm diameter, recovered from lEshawar and now

ls the pide possesslon of Peshawar muselm, Thls ls a c€lebrated artlqulty of the



Buddhlst wo/d, contalns his €lics and place by Kanishka'?53. But here ls no

menuon of tie Buddhist site or deooslted bv Kanishka':se. Eeside the nde,

strcreu$n of lts figlral elements as w€ll as its supposd assooatlon; it also yields

kharoshthl lns. ptions':@. One line on the top of tie lid, another on the lower rlm

and the remainlng tow the upper and low€r areas of the caskets figural registe.,

make thls; a plec€ of great art,

On the lld, thre€ images are featured, both has nlmbus and faclng to the vleweB

The cen!'al one is the lord Euddha, shown in sltdng pose on the stem of an

In!€rted loUs flower. The ffgure on Sle dgtrt is Indla and the left is Bdhma, both

shown in sbnding and wolshipping pos€.

The centre reglster, wlth a wide lip ol the lld. geese deplcts flving to left, carrylng

weaths h thelr b€aks. (probably to place wreaths on Kanlshka head) The bodv of

the casket contains gadand bearcr shown, supported bv 
'/vingless 

putt in various

po6e5 a€ naked but ior anklets. Atrov€ the garland accommodat€s seated three

tdentjcal buddhas. Kng Kanishka depicts in betw€en the dlpping hollows. He weaE

the rcyal Khushana dress & boots, flanked by Mo attendants each on his left &

nght shown in l/vorshlpping pose. In the interyap some gods, probably trliro and

r'6is Gi hs pmv.d higlll, poblddh {c (4ihii) lez: le5



According to Krcibnan; "tne casket adrcrtly weaves its cultutally diverse motifs into

a unified statement of religious and politi€al propaganda". The pre€minence ol the

Suddhlst law va ously conveyed; lts trans.end€nt reality by the scale on the lid

and replica$on on the container of the Indian sage who propagated it; lts punty by

that premler lndlan s'ymbol, the lotus on \,rtrich he slts; its sustenance by the

garland b€adng putto, a symbol of tuclnd n.iture from the dasslc?l wodd that €o_

functions In GandhaE as guardian of the Dharma"':6'?.

Some saholars rals€d que.iions rcgarding lts assoclation, whlch oeates doubb'la

(s€e Shahji Ki Dheri) on its Insdipuon too. Konow consldered Kanishka as th€

founder ofthe monestlc complex, Aglsala as the adisP&, then lvukharjee though!

the lmg is both builder of the monument and donor of c.sket as well265 while

Fussman; ls not rcady to acknowledge Kanishka as a founder or donol* To some

thls klno could b€ Kanisha u or 11167 and even Havlshka8.

The casket is unique of lts kind, cyllnd cal ln shape, with garland b€aring cuplds

on the sldes of the lower box, showlng also siandlng buiy figure of the Kushana

emperor ln typical Central Aslan drcss; are now paft of tlle pnde coll€.tion or tne

Peshawar t"lus€um. The ins.dbed cyllnd c6l casket ylelded thrc€ small fragments

of bone, which are belleved to be the relics of Buddha (as p€r hls p€dlctions ln

:o Eninsorn 2002: I01 al$ $c Krihin r9t2: r 96.7



the accounls of the Chhese pilg ms) which were lat€l on pres€nted by Lord

Curion, the then Governor General of lndia, to the Buddhlst of Blma !0 re

€nshnned at l,,landalay r@ The relic casket is Inscnb€d in the curslve Kharoshn

s.npt, the language betng sanskfiized form of Prakdt". Of the four epigraphs on

the casket uanscribed and translad by D. B. Spoon€r, tne e(avatorzTo The relic

cask€t was associated with a coln of Kanlshka whlch remov€d any possible doubt

as to lts attrlbutlon to Kanishka rt To Fussman Kanishka ls nelther the foLlnder of

the shahll-Kl-Dehri stuparr, nor as the donor ol the casket' The donatlon being

asslgned to monks lnchaEe of the Agisala (Fire room) at the monas-tery' Atnough

the readlng cbes not mention tl|e K?nisika era, the date is apparentt ill€gible

and, hence, do€5 rct ne€essadly fall withtn the p€dod of Kanlskhat reignt3 and

therefore can probablv b€ asslgned to Sle reign of Kanlskha II or Kanlshka III H€

also suggested that the donors were not royalty at all bd lesser mottals in the

s€rvice of the nonastery. Though its history is well known: in bdef the ininal belief

that'rhere is no doubt at all that thls is Kanishkal €aske't"?r'
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Re.enlly a collecuon of Archaeological photog€phs found, during the

reorganizatlon of anuquitjes, ln the Department of oriental an0quities at the Entish

Muselm, London. This Archives had b€en bequeathed to the Britsh Museum, bv

rvlalshall.r5 In the photogEphic box, some photos of Shahli'Kl-Dehri o(cavations

at that ol Antiquities ol the srtes a€ among the Rnds

one photograph, whlch Errington re-examined, saw an elephant ider to the right.

To her it is not a clay seal but a coln of Huvlska coated with clay.,6 It was

odginally descdbed by Spooner, the excavator of Shahjl_Kl-Dehri, as s€al To him it

is an elephant standlng to the nght, which was plobablv the impr€ssion or the

kingt s€al.rr The casket depicts a king holding an indlstinct object in his dght

hand; Efflngton remarks "A similar club'llke obj€.t ls held bv Huvlska on hls coht

or perhaps a bunch of floweE is lntended, as on the casket, but the debil in the

photogGph is not clear enough to connm iden!frcaton"rz. s€veEl s.hola6 llke

Ros€nnebre and Bussaglhs have al€adv argued tiat the casket imag€ cannot

depict Kanishka I.

Another argument is that appearance of the slln and moon gods, Mliorc/l4ioo and

N,lao, to the left and right of the klng. only l4llro is mentioned In the tlabatak

ins.ription. Miiro and Mao are only found together on a .are gold s€ter of

rh. rcl'qury ro* F (rude,nd utuc.ompLtrhed dir.m'dhip



Ichnog6phically, the

abhayamudra Buddha

closely to thelr images on certam

deplcdon of Indra and &ahma, thre€

(on lid) are also quedionable ra

coins of Huvlshka, than on

Euddhas dhy€nl and

Find spot of the reliquary is also not measurabl€, for it was lo<ated some 8fuet or

2.4 met€rs fiom th€ centre of the stupa, wlthln the angle of tv/o rehforcement

bs.e The calculatron of c 2 4meteE ls derived from the position of these hlo

€diating walls aq mafted on the plan of the site.?05

The rellquary is clearly identifiable as a secondary enshrinement belonglng to

some subseq0ent phase of the stllpa dating frcm the ume of Huviska lts position

off the centre suppoft this idea and also allows a respeclable diameter of some 1+

15 feet or 4.5 mete6 for any earlier struEtures enclosed within the later

enlarlements of the shahjiK'Dehri slupar!6, b€c6use mo6t flourishing p€ od for

the monaste €s b€gan du ng the relgn of Huviska aT

Edng@n says?!3 'it cannot b€ dat€d In the vear 1 of Kanlshka. ac.ordhg to

nor can it be a 91ft of Kaniska, as Mukherjee clalms "

I Eriisron.ndcribb 1992 : 196-3io. 194
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also Harry Faks nev, study of lts inscdpdon coNinclngly do€s not mendon

Klniska hirnself2s, thercfore tf€ insa.ipljon fails to shed wekome light on $e date

of th€ reliqlary, The jnscdpton and lmagery of the casket nevertheless

htentionally appear !o rc(all the associadon of the shahJi-ki-Dehrl stupa wlth that

Even if lt was produced later than that monar€h, €slsts assigning the entire slte to

a late date. unfortunately the excavdtor dld not record the spot of the casket and

other informauon is also not sufficient. Due to the nrodem encroacimentr

occlpauon of the slte by modem inhabilants and pa.tculady the modem

graveyafd coverlng the mound, no posslbllitv of turtl'er excavaton can b€ s€en

The only way at our dlspo56l, therefore, ls just the examinatron of the aforesaid

available reports, which are not only meager but quesuonable to the s.holars.

s. Kuwdyama (1967) collected thldy s€ven piec€5 in pottery, which he compar€d

with that of Sh€ikhan Dehd. Tareli, t{ekha Sanda, Rani Gat, tlankivala, Aziz Dehn

or Ganghu Dehral (Swabi), Boot Salal, OEnak Dehn, Kashmlr Smast, ChaEadda,

Bala Hlsar, whlch can help h the undeEtandhg of chrcnologlcal oder of shah-ji-

kl-oherl,



3.3.1 Pottery of Shah -ii-ki-Dheri (Figr XVIII, X )

These pottery assemblages were collected by S. Kuwayama during hts vlstt to the

Shahjl-kl-Dh€d in 1957. Accordlng to htm th€se are smal in quanriry but some

important facts came up. He is atso of the oonion that this coltection do€snt

contah any of tie forms alr€ady €gorted fiom the crandhara sites. such as

Shell(han Dherl, Tareli, l4ekha San&h and Rrni Gaht. Hor€t€r Snah-ll-ti-Dhen

doe. share types e.9. No. +7, 13-16 and 19 In Frg. 17 and Nos. 22-24 and 26 in

Fig. l8wlth the latest phase of sttes such as Rani Gai, Mantkyata, Aziz Dhed

GanEr Dher, But Sa6l, Chanak Dhei, (ashntr Smast and Cha6adda Bata Htsar.

Typ€s No. 13-16(Fig. 17) genelalty corespond to pottery of chalsadda Bata Hisar

rcpres€nted by Nos. 142.343 and 3 (Wneeu 1962 : Figs 37 &39).

He coll€cted thls pottery in shads form, no comptete pots were recovered so no

complete ldea can be made but any how dmpv we can say that the potery also

suppod the ldea that the slte belong to the Kushan period. Tte pottery, as well as

the slte, has also chronological frame work wtth tiat of the other Buddhist Ettes

llke that of Rani cat, Arjz Dhedrer (S!vabt), Kashmir Smasl Chanak Dhei, But

Sa|ai (Madan), Cha6adda Bata Hisar (ChaEadda) and Ianikyatas, Crafla).

1. Rim of laru€ jar gr€yishbtack stighfly aveded deconted with a stngte

horizontal groove

2. As above but blmt g€y and very stlghtty everted m, has decordton.



3. Rjm of a water pltcher orange in colour averd riln beside the horizontal

groove on ned( bea's cadnat€d body,

4. Top ol a jar llght orange straight and flat top.

5. As above but more slralght and o€nge in colour.

6. Rjm with grooved decoration and bulging body bear light brown colour,

7. 8ig lar orange with hodzontal decoratjon and straight dm,

8. As no, 2 but is morc mixture of buJree,

9-12 Differcnt type spout, all bear sqlare outlet No. 12 has denting at the end,

All bear ligt't orange colour.

13 A light orange rlm of a water pitcher, averted, besides the horimntal

grooves on sioulder, human fingemail decoratjon can be seen,

14 As No.3b!i has €ddish brovm cololr.

15 Top of jar top has doted decoratton and has very averted .m wirh lgt t

16 As above blt llght yellowlsh bro\4n colour and has circle decoration on

17 Top of a jar wide moltfi probabty flanged dm with top cro6s teaf shap€ da*
rcd sllp decoration.

18 As above but bulging body and odnge in colour.

19 An averted rim with a double tlne decoratton bear dark r€d cotour and fine

sandy clay coated wlth tiin, red s[p.

20 Shanly groov€d orange dlsh wtrh saggar base.

21 As above but no decorauon

22 Larye orange bowl open mouth and carinated

23 Carlnated op€n mouth larg€ bowl has dark orange colour,

24 Borl with averted dm and cininaEd with sagqar base.

25 Larye open mouth brcwn bowt with a\,€ded nm.

26 Very wld€ flanged rim Jar has a single band of cabte pattem decorated

27 Stopper with knob

28 Wrrdsh orange w?rc without sand and mic:.



29

30

32

33

34

37

T€nacotta lamp made of micaceous clay.

As N0,29

As No,29

Fragment of T/c whe€l has light bmwn colour.

saggar base of a pedestal bowl.

Dabbef of light orange colour and flne ware.

Pedestal of a gobular bowl of mlca.eous sandy ware,

Pear shaped cadnated sm?ll pot,

3.4 Mo.e Ancient sites in Peshawar

The followlng few noted slt€s arc not prcperly probed for archaeological r€search,

but very much mentloned by many scholars and vistors before the Ind€pendence

of the area now known as Pakistan.

The chines€ pllgrims speak of only two Buddhist establlshments in conn€ctlon to

P€shawar and then they move aw?y to Pushkala\i?U to describe more cente6

therc. But archaeological exploEtion has revealed many otn€r mounds in the

neighboufiood of Peshawar. The w€ll known a€ the rulned molnds In the

Universlty. ln the vicinlty of O€ villag€ ofT.hkal on the l€ft slde of a (hwar can be

seen spolled h€aps of old mound called Dhei Kiiri strewn over with pottery.

Followhg this old path toward l4ichni we flrst meet wlth a long stretch of Buddhist

ruins on the bft;ide of Palo6.i

Khwar and two more mounds furtier ahead. All these nave prcduced Rne

Gandhardn saulptures. On another road from the city towards Chargar lvltt we g*



a huge mounC, known as Dheri Das l'4a1. near the Grass farm and a s€cond one

about a few mites ahe.d. To tie ean of tle city of f€shawar the nearest Euddhin

ruins lie at the village of Valal beyond Nowshera near a water sprlng, Simllar

Blddhist ruins abound on the khYb€r road from Jamrud o {ad to Dakka The

two-wellknown nupas arc (no/v almo6t gone) at All Masjid and the other Sphola

Stupa, These and many other archaeological rcmalns,whlch arc yet to be

suryqr'ed, sp€ak of the glodous surounding of Peshalvar, whidl added glamour !o

the widespread Buddhln cuture In this reglon the language of this culture was

Prakit 6nd the s.dpt Kharoshti wdten from right to left as ls seen in the

documents of the tlme.?$ For a debibd account of the adtaeological sites in and

around Peshawar one may refer to the Frontier Archaeology Vol I 293!

3.5 Kanishka Vihara

To the w€6t of the g.eat stuF here ls an old 'gngharamalq, which was b0llt by

king Kanlshka. Its double towe6, connected terac€s, storey€d piles, and de€p

chambers bear testlmony to the emlnence of the grcat priests who ha!€ here

fomed th€lr lllusbious .eligious dEacters (gained dinincdon). Although now

somewhat de€ayed, jt yet gives evidence of its wondeful constructon. The priests

lMng in rt arc few; they study the 'uttle vehide" From the time it was built many

authoE of'Sashas' have llved hercin and gained tne supreme fi'uit (0f Arhatship).

sDa r99r:55-56,Knan-r99l-,Ali 1994-,2002,Ali,ll2002,293rAli2003

'/ sr (a R reoe-ro): r?r-30



Their pure fame ls Wdespread, and their exemphry religious ciaracter still

survives. In the thlrd tow€r (double-storyed tower) ls the chambs of the

honouEble 'Parsvlka', but tt has long been in ruins; blrt they have placed here a

commemofadv€ tablet to hitn, To the east of the Pars/lka! chamber is an old

building h wnicn Vasubanhu Eodhisattva prepared 'Abhl{hamakosha 5a*?';

men ort of respect to hh, ha\,€ placed here a €ommemorative tablet to thls

efiecl To the south of Vaslbandhu3 hous€, about fifty paces or so, is a second

stoded palillon ln whlch Manorhita, a master of the Sastras; composed the

'Vlbhasa SasFa'.

Another jmportant Buddhist €shblishment \,|Es a huge monastery ascdbed to klng

Kanlshka, lying to the west of the stupa mound.Es "Its double towe6, connected

temces, stoeyed pilet and deep chambeE b€ar testimony to tt|e eminence of

the great priests, who have here lormed thek lllustrlous rellglor/s characte.s

(gain€d dl*inction). Although somewhat de6y€d, it yet giv€s evldence of i6

won<lelfll constructlon. The prlests lh,ing in it are few, they study the ltttle vehicle.

From the time ft was built marry autioE of sastas have llved herein and gained

the supreme frult (or Arhatship). Their pure fame is widespread, and their

exempl.ry rcligious chalacter stlll surviv€s".... rcmafts Hiuen Tsangr%. This

monastery was well known for lts assocladon witi thre€ leading Buddhist saholars

viz, Arya Parwlka, lManorhita and Vaubandh! who flourlshed in the b€ginning of

the Chrisdan €ra.?e7



Alexander Cunningham holds that th€ monastery was stjlt an active teamtng center

of Euddhlsm even in 9rt or 10th c€nllries for Vi|a Deva tMa$dha was sent to 'the

great vihard of Kanlshka where th€ best of teacheB werc to be found and E+rich

was famous for the qutedsm of tts iequmEr's He fudher plshes its extstence

down to tie tim€ of Babar and Akbar and wrDngty identilles lt with th€ car

Khattree.rr But, on the other hand, th€ dlscovery ot a rouleau of sixt€€n silver

coins of white Hun$oo makes the sotement of Alexaflder cunningham more

dubious. Although the ruin€d vlhaG is atso men0ond by Atberuni in the 11rh

century under the nam€ of "Kantk Caitya of purushavar 
301,

Dani clalms that tlte vihara had t€come eninct tong beforc the anivat of Atberuni

and l4ahmud of Ghazna on one hand, and tong after the invaston of Huns on the

other. sumlning up the lttimate end of &ni*ka viha6. Dant, condudes tnat It

must have des€rted between the middle of 7th and the end of 10th century AD

and conn€rts its desrn cuon with the generat decay and deatn of Buddhtsm rn the

As far as Interpretaton of the

Foucner interprcts tt In Sanskit

tne mound of the great kinglor.

name "Shah-jLki-0he ,, ls concened. I\4r, Atfrcd

as " Maharaja C.aitya" whose Engtish veEion is.



The North-west Frontier Provin€e Gazette€B 1931 (p.318) gives a ditre€nt

interpretatlon, "tiis is so called because of its b€ing the possessron of Sayads who

arc genelally known among the Musllms by the technlcal term'Shahji'5. l'1. Jafar,

taking into considerauon botn th€ l/iews, shows his indhaton to$ds the latter

and argues that \he word'Shah li' in common parlance is applied to a s€int or a

sayyed and not to a klng or Shah". Thus the name Shah-Ji-ki-Dhed means the

mound of a Salnt or a Sayyedrs. As to olr opinion regardlng nomenclaturc of $e

site, we are quite safe ln saying that the name 'Shah-Jl-kl-Dheri has been given to

the ste of Kanishka vihard after th€ salnt Khawaja Sayyid Shah Ab Allah lying

enshrined In the tomb menuoned else wherc in tnis woft. Agha Sayyid l4ahbub Ali

Shahss, one of the descendants of Sawed Shah Ata Allah.

3.6 Alms Bowl of Lord Buddha

The Chlnese traveler Fa-Hlan descnbes the d€tail of the ahs-bowl of Buddha.

,ccording to him, "formedy a hng of the Yue Chi, swelling with his forces came to

invade this country wlshlng to take ariay the Buddhab ahs-bowl for rcttgious

otre.ings, For thls pljrpose first he brcught a very porierfult etephant and ptaced

th€ bowl on lt. The elephant then fell to the ground and was lnabl€ to adan e.

After this attempt a fourwheeled carrtage on which th€ dtsh was ptaced eight

elephants w€rc 

'oked 
to draw il but wee again unable to advdnce, The king tnen

Agha Srylid Mihbub Ali Shrh (.gcd 70) is , iobbtc ds..idar! ofSiyyid Shlh ,Ara A|,h h. k .
goEm.n.Dr .ontr'{06d BjdB in Bar,i-Gut H,ni (rc{ a .d sh$in Bun dl&.d ro 8.ari.
Krrm in P.ih!w!r.ir 3€ sh.i, r 1997:94-117.



knew that the time of hls bowl_ relationship was not come So filled with shame

and rcgrcts, he built on this place a stupa and also a sanghardma: mo€over, he

left a guard to keep !p every kind of rellglous otrednge6. By the tlme Hiuen Tsang

c!me, the alms bowl had b€en laken away to Persla's7 The bllldlngs meant lor

the atms-bowl w€re P.obably the filst Euddhist construdon ln P€6hawar. The Fa'

Hah Informatlon makes Yue Chi klng tne first to build a monastery h€re Dani

Mltes, "Nothing ls ascdbed to ihe famous Mauryan rul€l A6oka, who is so well

known for his b|jildlng acuvity in all other plac€s, tradldonalt b€liev€d !o have

some conn€ction with &Jddha. Obviousv tne slorv of Euddhab relation with the

alm-bowl at P€shawar must have started long after the relgn of Aloka, Olir

percepuon of the tlme span for Suddhlsm In an€ient Gandhara owes much to John

l'la6hall3 inte@rc'tatron fiom th€ €vidence ftom @ndha.a ln the eady deGd€s of

the last cenhrry, and to tne records of tie chinese pilgrim m0nk5 who visited

Peshawar ln the fifth to elght centurieso€. The account of Xuan Zang, in partlcular,

mentlon numerous stupas in the Peshawar valley, swat and elsewhere that,

according to a tradition lv€re founded by A{ora c. 269-32 BC. It is dear fiom the

sentiments expressed In the inscriptons of Aioka why he achleved legendary

status as a grcat paYon or Buddhismle. f a4oka can erc€t Oharmarajlka

Craxil.)r{ and Rock Edict at Snahbaz Gafii (Madan) it is loglcal to assume that

A4oka's support must have encouGged, if not patonizd, the sp.ead of Buddhlsm

3 AD .nd Hiu.i rsss 629
ADGn w.dirionofchiEkAcounrofI iq by $n!rl Bel, cd@d4 r963
b lrp.r 1997 :214-16,26t.2



in Fesha!€r (GandhaE) dudng his time, numesmadBr indicate that any Buddhlst

monastc structures actualt establlshed In the Nodh west Fronler rcgion in the

thlrd century BC. $/€r€ extremely tenuous. The Blddiist cofimunity may ha!€

chosen *|e spot of the Plpala bee for th€lr rcllgious gathedng untl they selected a

better slte at the Gor KhutE€e. He also consideed Yue{hl conqueror as Kijula

Kadphises (the nd Kushan King)312

3.7 PipalTr€€

Another lmportart sit€ of Buddhist civillzatlon is Pipal Tree, now located in Pipal

lYandl at Peshawar. It ls sald this tree had towering helght of 100 ffs. Under lts

sprcadlng bEnches. Euddha was shad€d, who prognosticated th€ bidh of

K.nishka , who later on provided the s€cond royal patronag€ to Buddhism. Fa-

Hien (5th century AC) the Buddhist traveleE does not mentlon itrl3. Eut Tao Yong

another Chinese Euddhlst t-aveler has mentloned it during hls visit to Peshawar,

He says "It was in reality the Kind of ng uee under which tne Suddha had attained

enllghtenment. It is also b€lle!€d to have been planted by Kanishkar4. Songyun in

502 AC not only vlslted lt but descnbed lt and calls it Pho-Itl (8odhi Tree). He

further says, "Its bEnches spread out on all sides and lts fallage shut out the slght

of th€ sky3rs, He added mo€ by menuontng that it was planted by Knaishki, who

€nshdn€d a copper vase 

''ield 
tlle pearl iss0e lettce of the great stupa, for fne



safe €ustody after hls deatha6. Four s€ated flgure of Euddha also reported w€rc

placed under it. It i5 also sald tiat Buddha along wtth (of the Jabks) of the past,

achlev€d €nlighbnent under a plpal U€e at pipal rnandi in the historic city of

Kanishka figural caslGt has rlch syncr€tism elem€nts as w€ll as its supposed

assoclatlon wlth RaJa Kanrshka and shah-Jl-kl-Dhed stupa.Thls unlqie work of art

made a plus poirt support to the Chlnese pllgdm$r who says about a grand stupa

erected by Kanishka at Peshawar,

The Kanishta casket in helght is 18 cm; dlameter ls 12.7 cm made in two pads, a

container and a lid, botn are engrav€d wlth Kharcshthi inscriptions in doting

pattem. One line is found on tie lid toD, seaond line on its ktwer dm and two tines

are on the upper and lower parts of the contatn€r. On the tid top totat tl|€€

figures are boldly executed. In centre ls Lord Euddha shown in sitting cross-

legged podure on an ln!€rted lotus (Lotus ts the birth sign of Buddha). He weals

hls tradltional robe.His right hand raised In abhaya mudra and teft hand hotd

dlapery. His ushnisha is low blt a larg€ decorated ntmbus is attached to the back.

To the nght is lndra and to the left is Brahma shown in s€nding position. Borh are

shown in anFli mudra, almost facing to Euddha. Both have unde€orated ntmbus.

Up of tne [d depicts a sedes of ge€.e flylE b teft around the tid, atso hotdtng

Mpaths in tfieir b€ak.

r''Cmninshh,vol | 1363:79-30iE6kitr,Vot.
' 'B.rl 1963: XXxr.crll. cvr. loGl



The surface of tie container adoms wlth gadand beqr€r, on the garland thr€€

Buddhas 6re shown in interuals, whlle khg Kanishka is depict€d In siandlng

po6llon uMer the g6rland, He ls drcss€d In the belted top coaq baggry pants and

h€avy boots Indicale Fadldooal Kusnanal rcyal drcss€s tut are typical Central

Aslan dres6. B€slde th€se lndra and B€hfira, lranlan sun and mooo gods ltlllro

ard l4ao arc deolcled in inter\i6ls,

Adsdcally, thb casket is not a best $/orloenshlp but advocaEs the t€llglous and

polltlcal propaganda at Peshawar (Gandhala), Seslde the kjng image the goose

also hdkates royal connoladois. The th€ologian l4auicheb addrcss€d lcnlshka

as "a whlte lalaharrsa (royalgoe) In a Pellucld lake'1s.

Bebr€ th€ chanlng c'f tne carlct Kono d€dph€Ed the inscripdon and ldentfied lt

to lcnlshka era and Kanishka as folnder of the cornple(, Aglsala the arusbrer and

after deanlng t'1ukef,ee identifred the monarch as bullder and donoB2o.

l' xoios, No. Lxxrr 1929: Bt7.



3.8 Ali Masjid stupa

-Ihe 
stupa in Feshawar (Gndhara marks tie slow and gradual development of tne

pdmidve typ€ like that of sanchi and Bhaftut, rhis development was h tne fom

of the all-sculptural decoration confined to the base. drum and hemisphedcal

dom€, This ornamentauon ts espe€lally notable in the greater emphasis on the

Not frequenty the Gandha€ stupa have an atbenuated, bw€r like app€ardnc€,

where the hebnt of the finial dmft in slze ls blgger than the bas€ and dome

Thls wDe of architectur€ \rv€ have her€ ln Gandhara and that ls the All lvlasjid

stipa, lo@ted in tle Khyber Pass Stupa, now only th€ illustfttion can b€ shown as

the site itself is looted like anything.

Accordlng to Benlamln Rowlandrr "This monument, orlglnally was mo€ than forty

feet hlgh. was charactedstic of eaen larger Gandhara stupa in lts elevation.

consisting of two square bas€s, a drum, pobably onginally in two storeys, and

surmounH at one 0me bv tie uslal slDerstructJr€ of hermika and Rnial of tiered

umbrellas, The ornamentaton of the falade ls the comblnauon of Indian and

classical elements whlch are unlversal in Every aspect of Gandhara art, Slpportlng

the s€.ond sto€y of the basernent arc carydtids in th€ shape ol douching vakshas



The Dnncioal scleme of decoration conslsts of a sbcco re!€tnent of arcades

attached to the faeade. Th€se arcade. on bas€ and drums alike conslst of chaitya

arches suppofted on stubby balustels framed in debased corinthian pllasterc. The

effect €calls the ornamentadon of the BamaEn reliquary, and i5 ultlmately dedved

frcm the engaged ord€rs of Roman archltecture. Thls archtt€chiral ornament is

caried out entjrely in lime plaster attached to the core of the sirpa, which was

constructed of tie usual mixturc of boulders and small stones. Th€ scrilpi.ire

mstalled In the nlches of the Ali Maid stupa comprised a het€rog€neous

assortment of Buddha and Bodhisattva images - not arranged, appa€ntly,

accordlng to any unlffed iconographlc scheme, but representing only dlfferent

asoe.ts of the delfied Buddha of Ule l'lahavana faith. This rcllc mound is

€haEctedstic of GandhaE in the elaborateness of its decoration, applied now to

the stupa, and not to ilr sunounding nlllng, The architects inte€st in greater

height is srJggested by the rcpethon of the storeys of the bas€ and drum,

The All Masjld stupa was bdlliantly decorated wlth polychrcmed stucco.

For fufier detalls of the mentioned a€cealoglcal sites see the Appendixes

attached at the end of the thesis,



Chapter 4

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES - II

E$lsr9itltl
As a result of independence ln 1947, th€ entjre ancient tenjtory of Gandhara

became pad of Pakjstan. This bmught new rcsponsibiliti€s on this nasaent natlon,

Rigtt ftom the beginnlng, th€ Pakistani archaeologist iaced problems, as a lion

share of anuqulty went to Indla, also many train€d scholars came to the shar€ of

India. A lot of known matenal w€nt out of then reach bot at the same time f]e

wlrole area ol an€ient Gandhara was b€fore them to trdv€6e, probe 6nd stuct

afresh. They failed to come up to the need of the day. In this rGpect Peshawar

has b€en totally neglerted, even to an extent by Danl. who is considered as a

pioneer in the archaeology of Gandhara. Sitjng ln Peshawar he pald litde attentlon

to Peshawar's excavatlon, but his colleagues and students coniinled the work.

ounng the ye 1990, a salvage excavaton in Tehkal Bala was canied out with the

aim to stop illeqal excavatlon by some an seekers, The excavation work was

car.ied out 0nder the overall sup€rylslon of the Sub-Regional omce, Peshawar, of

tle Llepartment ot Archaeology and Museums, Govemment of PaListan. He€ only

two trenches were fixed for the purpos€. In the area where Pak Atmy slatlon lles,

the remains of an andent Tehkal (P€shawar) we.e dis.over€d,

Tnis *ientific excavation contlnued for a perlod of less then hvo months only, and

€ached beyond the four successive layers, which werc already exposed by the



slnugglers. Th€ €xcavator collected some potshards 6nd brcken pieces of Buddhist

art from the debfs left by the art s€ekers. A trac€ of bdck wall, a.bijck well and

som€ other anUqulties datng to th€ perlod of Kushana, w€rc encountered Some

Kushana pedod ngudnes !rcrc also collect€d from thls habltational site. Broken art

pietes of Buddha bo$ ln s.hist stone and stucco are among the finds

Unfortuantly, the ex(lvatols did not publlsh the rcport. Accordinq to the vellral

statement of $e excavator, Abdul Azeem nottc€d the dlaper masonry walls along

with some t6ces of stupas and monasterles. They also no0ced some lloor level

paved wlth brlck and a€ $re th€ date of the site go€5 back to tie Kushana

4.1 EXCAVATION AT GOR KHUTTREE.

The mo6t impodant and sclen!fic among all tie excavateions and e(plorations

regardlng the ancient P€shawar is that of Gor Khuttre€, located dgnt in the heart

of the clty and conducted by the author in collaboratlon with Prot Durrani.

Ther€flre, thls rE continuous profilg coverlng on era of over 2400 years and

dated wlth numercus colns. pottery, terracottas and inscrlptlons, i5 the p rne data

of the r€s€arch conducted whlch has thrown suffident light on tie ancient

The archaeologlcal excavations at Gor Khuttre€, whkh ls situated on

anclent mound of Peshawar Cltv, was carried out between the

highest

\992-3
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and 1995-6 by the Natonal He tage Foundation headed by Proi Dumnl3')r, In

collaboration with $e Deparunent of Ar€haeology, Unive6lty of Peshawar. The

maln objectiv€ of thls exclvdtion was to obtain a sequence of cultures,

€presentlng the litle known history of the clty of Peshawar.

4.2 literary History of Gor Khuttree.

Before we stad the story of the Archa€ologlcal R€6€arch (After Independence) In

the old clty of P€ghawar (at Gor Khattrc€), bfs have a blrd €)€ view of the literary

history of the site.

Gor Khuttree is one of the most important llvlng monuments in Peshawar, stands

on a hlgh nound sjtuated on the southeast slde of the city. The monument can be

approached eiher ftlm th€ $de of Ourlqadqar vla C.ntaghar or from lhe

Hashhagari gate.

Gor Khutree saw the flse and full of marv oowers and has iEelf wih€6sed too

many phses of hlstory. The P€shawar vale (ancient Gandhara) in tne past was a

great center of Buddhlsm, blt all the andent shrine6 that have su lved to our

davs in Peshawar are not on that s.rre necessarilv Euddhist in charader,

The €lty has witnessed the fluctuations of fonunes of the royal 6,nas1ies and

merchants of south and centlal Asia slnce antiqulty. Pres€ntly, in the opinion 0f

tlle s.holar, only two locauons (occupylng the hlgha* posluon within the walled

city) can ield such a prcfrle. Those arc Dhaki Nalbandi In the south of Lrdy

rrr Dr. Fa6rd ali Dumi ( | L 1933.10.l2.2cdr)



Readlng Ho6pital near old Elephant Gate, and c'or Khuttr€e at tie ea*em end of

the Bazar-€-Kalan commonlv known as Tehsil today. The later ser€d as reserve

potlce and fire Bigade hea&uaders Ull the year 2002 In addlton to the revenue

record offce. The clty Govemment and the Departm€nt of Archaeology 6nd

l'1useums, Govemmen! of llwFP has now talcn over the poss€ssion of the slte

and the Rre Erigade and Rescue Police and Tehsil etc. along wlth revenue ofilcals

were relocated. On the other hand Dhakl Nalbandl is totallv occupted by new and

modeh buiEings tn the city. The Gor Xhutree *ill has an extensive couiyad

gemlEing ardEeologlcal research whlch really \]vould prcve a useful stock of

Infomation regarding th€ origin and antlqulty of Peshawar df'zl Thanks to the

Prcvlncial Govemment, who has resum€d excavations on the slte during the !€ar

2002-03.

Alexander Cunningham says 'I b€lieve that this great monastery was nill e{sting

ln the times of Sabar and Akbar under the name of Gor Khar-J| ot the Sanyas

house3a. His hypothesls ls waranted n€lther by ary archaeologlcal discovery nor

by hlstodcat evidence, nor by the topog|aphlc?l indr€auons gven bv the Chines€

tra!€lers Fa Hlen and Hluan Tsiang.

The Gor Khutue- poslton was not clear to be Hindu or Euddhlsc':6 as in Tuzili_

Babad Babar wdtes in 151&qC. "I had heard of $e fame of G!fi:Khatd, which is

one of the holy places of the Jogies of the Hlndo,



who came frcm qreat distances to qJt ofi thelr hair and shave their beards at this

Gurh- KhaM, As soon as I r€ached Jam (Jamrud), I immedlately rode oot t0 vlsit

Eekram (P€shawar). I saw lts stupendous trees and su eyed the country' our

guide was I'latlk 8u Said Kamad Aldrough we asked padcutady about the Guft-

Knatri he did not show us where it was, but just as we had returned, and we€

close upon the cnrnp, he sald to Khwajah llluhammad Amln that Gurh'Khatrj was

clo6e upon Bekram, but that he did not menton it for fear of being obliged to 90

amonq lts narrow caverns and dangerous rc.esses. The Ktuvajah, exclaimlng

against him as a peduous rogue, immedlately repeated what he had sald, but as

the day was neariy spent and the way was long. I could not go ba€k to visit it"3'7

Next year Eabar vlslted and €cordsr

"Next momlng (25h l,larch, 1519 AC) we conlnued our march and halted at

Eekam'. We vlslted the Gurh-Khatri, there \r€re no\'here ln the \nhole world such

nanow and dark Henniis cells as at thls place. After enbng the dooMay and

descendlng one or two stalE, you must lie down, and prcceed crawling along.

stretched at full length, You cannot enter wlthout a llght The qlantltles of halr,

both of the head and beard, that are lylng saatter€d round about and in tie

vicinity of thls, cave are lmmense. On all si&s of thls Gurh-Khat therc are

numerous cells like those of a college or monastery. The number of aparvnents ls

very greagr".



Babu/s obsenradons on Gor Khuttr€€ w€€ connmed by Abul Fazl who Msited the

place wm Emperor Akbar. In his Ain-l-Akbarl, he says, 'here ls a temPle c?ll€d Gor

Khad. a place of rellgious resot! particulady for ule Jogi#'. Clnnlngham says

that Abdul Fazl3 account of it ls'more bdel tlan that of Bab!dr'.

The following passage is taken ftom l*bor Nama:-

"He (Akba0 spent some tme ln Gor KhaM, whici is a shrhe of tlre Jr!'/es. There

is a great car/e in thls place. Babblers say ihat no on€ knows how deep (long?) lt

is. In the mldst of lt ls the way to the s€crct chamber of the salnts or old times. On

a€ourt of the dmcuty and dadness of ihe way, and its tortuousness, one can

not get there. As lt was tie pEyeFspot of the great on€ of god, he entered it

atone by the light of wlsdom and some of his seruants, one after.the otner, also

had thls blessing. This lea* of men was one of them, The road was very long It

was necessary to sit and to lie down and to trust to god. Many brave men had not

tie coudge to do so, and tumed back s'len half-away, Afrer that he r€6ted at tie

fort of Blglam. Thls country is called Pa6hawur (P€shawar) and the.genenl publlc

€lls the city also by this name. The governo6hlp of lt was assigned to Yar Alir the

Nazrl- Elwtarrrr.

"on the 27o when the camp was near Gor Khatn, Shah B€g came ftom swad, and

on the way had tie bliss of havlng an audlence.33':

r'ilcnmidhm 136361 | :30



At this request H, M Mslted gegram wltidt was in hls fief. An order was given t0

the w t€r that he should go the€ and qive presents to the hemlts. Thousands of

needy p€rsons GceMed their podions and the Ueasurc-house of pr4/ers was

h 1016 A. H. l4ughalklng Jahanglr also vlslted Gor Khuttree. but he was not atall

imoressed w it. He mentioned in wakjat-i- lahangid:

'On wednesday, the 26b (Muhanam, 1016 AH) I anlved at the gGrden of Satdar

Khan, near Peshawar, Ghor Khavl, a famous place of worshlp amongst the lqg,bt

is h this nelghborhood, and I went to see lt ln the posslble €hance of seeing some

Frt4 frcm whose so.lety I might de.i!€ advantagei but such a man is as rare as

the Phllosophe/s Stone or'/4tt '; aM all thal I saw was a small fratemitv without

any knowledge of god, the slght of trhom Rlled my head wlth nothlng but

lf we cDnclude ln the llght of the above, Gor Khutu€€ was a place of pilgrimage,

Funedl, and sacrifi€es of rellglous mendlcants Tie shaven halr of head and beard

suggest pibrlms offenng. The Do.um€ntary evjdence disdoses its Brahmanical,

€ther than the Buddhlst o gin and character' laffer savs "The evldence embodied

ln the fore-quod passag€s, coupled with fad that the descfPtjon given of it bv

rr Ellid ad Do*mrol. vl 1176 : I14. rl$ * J'fi.r l9a6 : 30



Babar and Akbar is qulte different from that of Kanishkat monas-tery given by

Hulan Tslang cleariy establishes tl|e Erahmanical form and chaEcter of Sle slte

and knocks the botom ollt of Cunningham's hypothesls that lt was Kanishka s

coft€nts. In view of the fact that dudng the Buddhist pedod Buddhlsi convents or

Sangharamas were lyhg ln ruins, abandoned to the last degr€€; tEi the whole

counby was tull of heretics (&ahmans); that there were at ban one hundr€d

EEhmanical temples in GandhaE; that dudng lvuslim p€riod the Goi Khuttree was

a Braimanlcal temple and that the topogbphical indlcatlons gven by the Chhes€

travelers do not fx Kanlshkab vihard the€, w€ may, pending a new archaeologlcal

disco!€ry to tie contrary conclude that lt was a Brahmanlcal tenple even dudng

the Buddnbt pedod if lt was at all in exlstenc€ at that time"335.

accordlng to laf€r, th€re w€rc two templ€s Shiva and BheoJl, now only Shlva ls

theres6, He further says that'according to the local Hindu hadltlon a Hindu Guru

cllled Gorakhnath came from Hlndotan and erected thes€ templ€s337'. Another

theory b tnat another Goru was ftom Punlab, Hls discrples used to bore th€ir ears

afi weft thercfore crlled, Kanphab or ear-tom Jogis. Guru Godkhnath is sald to

be rcsDonsible for a Shlva temDle in Gor Khatt€e at Peshawafs, The folndaton

of the present Shiva temple ln tne Gor Kh€M goes to the gkh period. lvhile Jami

l4asjid, Humm.m and th€ l]vells belong to the Mughatr}. The Guru, who pr€ached



It is called Gor Khattr€€ or $e shop of GoBkh after the name of Guru Gorakhnath,

the founder of th€ pres€nt Shiva temple on the 5lt€31. Whether the sa d Guru had

in fact a shop on the site in question ls bey?nd our ken. But the Gor Khattree

d€6oib€d by Eabar and Akbar was ouiE dtfferent in form and characler fiom the

hous€ and temple atHbuted to hlm. Th€ house and temple of Gorakhnath fomedy

constituted the slE of mosque Wl]lch was built by Jehan Ara Begum, (1640 A.D.)

continu€d to flourlsh to the end of the t4uslim Rule&':. Du ng Avitabile

govemorshlp 1838-42 AC, temple was erected on the place of mosqu€y3.

his falti h tn€ Punjab, flourished h tne flfteenth centurt'4. (tor ArchiteduEl

detalls see the temple, page 108)

The Gor Khattd estabtishment ldentjfied by Cunningham with Kanishkt Vih6a*.

How€ver, Danides.ribed dEt rt may be the Dlace wh€r€ tow€r of th€ Buddha AIms

BOwl stood and tnat t was built and €oullt ln differert Deriod; of hFtorv for

different puryos€s3's. Danl dlsagrees wlth Jaff€r's identification of the Patra of

Buddha at Panch ]1lath36, where no hlgh mound according to Dani can b€ seen,

as already mertioned allout Gor $uttre€, Jaftur believed that from tne beolnnino

it had Hlndu chanctefl



shah Jahan do€s not appear to have pald a visit to the place. But durlng hls relgn

in the year 1050 AD 1640 hls &ughter Jahan Ara Begum converted tie slte into

S€lai lahanabad and built also a Jami Masjld and a Hammam4-

Revety des€ bes the bulldlng in d€talls. He mentions "the most conslderable

public buildirE is the clor Khatsi, the rcddence of the selkh (gkh) Govemor. lt was

formerly a Caravan Seral, erected at the orders of Nur Jehan 8e9um, wife of

Jehanglr (a mlstake for Jehan Ara B€gurn). It is in the fonn of square, 700 feet ii

length, and the same in breath. One side is occupred by bllldlngt contalning large

and spaclous rcoms, whlch dudng the dme of the selkhs (sikhs) were the

resldence of the Governor of the Prcvlnc€; and contained num€rous olfices for the

use of diff€rent departnents of the Govemmeni built by General Avitabile in the

Hindu Style. It is omamenled; both inslde and out, with grotesqu€ figures pajnted

in the most brilliant colou6, in a similar manner to the embellishments of most

Hindu temples. It was at first called "Sarai-e-duiar" or "the Jun of the Two Gates"

and after the deati of lts founder was allowr{ to go to ruin in which state it

rcmahed; when a jogi or a hermlt took up his residence there ctose to tne we .

This./irg'l ln a short tlme became so idmous for san€dty that vota es flocked to him

nom all parts, Hindu both $atd and Setkhs (Sikhs) In great nunbels visit this

place 0n Sundays and Wednesdals, most particulady on the former day when tney

go there to pray, and brlng back some of the water for thetr chibren to ddnk.



Pavery tuffier sp€aks tnat salyid Ahmed Snah€ed, when in Pe.hawar took-up his

resldence In the Seral4.

Accordlng to the Raverty assessment the bulldlng as lt exists ioday, keeps !p the

main deslgn of the Mughal Serai with a magnificent gateways l; eastem and

westem slde. The entsance opens under high archway and has a provlsion for

guardrcoms on the sides and ofrre accomnrodabon, It leads into an open

qladrangle surolnded on all four sides by cells/rooms now converted for re-

occlpadon. The temple of Gorkhnath wlth lts tall spnal structures has a covered

passage leadlng to the subsidiary Nandl Shdne In the Southeast part. The top of

the maln gateway presents very good vlew of the life of the clty, Oani also

supported tne tuverty e)elanadon addlng that tne top of tie maln gateway

presents a very good idea of the life of fi€ dty.

4.3 Msible Architecture at Gor Khuttree

4,3,L Architectur€

As already disscused, Gor Khuttsee is one of the

the dty of Peshawar, a caEvanserai, in the form

the same In teaclth originally. Brit pres€ntly

158.4.m, 188.45 and 190.2m on Eastem,

rcspecth€ly (Flg). All these sldes have spactous

important Mughal rnonuments in

of a squarc 212m, in lengtn, and

the building comp ses 154.2m,

Western No.thern & Southem

rooms but a lew exlst now. The



eastem and western sldes have magnlllcent gateways, Burnt brick. lime moitar

are the main sources of arclttecture.

4,3.2 Western Gate (FigrXX) (pF3)

The gateway is a two storey lofty €dlffce (Pl.) its height ftom the present ground

level measures 14m and 15m ln wldth. Tie adr way is about 6.5m high and 4m

wide. Both southern-west slde and northern-west side measures 3,85m, which are

slighdy tilted to 450. Forntaly the gateway ls top€d by a prole.led wooden Jl,a.ok

measur€s 2.45 x 1.9n. The wooden balcorry lvas added later on, not in lLlughal

Intemally, the araaded vestbule has prDvlded 3 pointed arches in a row, The

entrance passag€ in about 4 x 13m. It has a domical ceiling h the center and side

is vdulted. Centrally, the sidewalls provlded three steps, which lead to dr

Elardmoms, thre€ rooms on southern slde and one large room on northem side,

Through this passag€ the way enter in the coudy€d. As the heade of the hne.

gate shows the same pointed arch as prcs€nt on the outer slde. Here it is topped

by a wood€n s.rcen, The first storey is provided by a stalrcas€ on both sides of

rhis inneryate. Thls storey contains some rooms of poor condluon and some have

been replaced by new ones, These stai6 also lead to the second storey or top one,

It accommodates three rooms on north€rn slde and same on southern side, whlch

measures about 4.3 x 7m, 4.2 x 4m & 1,6 r 3,1m. A blg hall ls present between

th€6e nodnem and southem rcoms. lt measurcs about 5 x 12.1m. Its r,'/€stem



slde shows a !rcoden Jharcka whlch can b€ se€n from the outer side, whereas

eastem prcs€nt a wooden screen whlch can be s€€n ftom th€ inner side of the

gateway, Thls wooden wo* lsthe mark ofBrltish pedod,350

4.3.3 Western gate (oute. side decoration)l
The faeade of the gateway shows a plaln dado. The opening arch is enclosed h a

rectangular ftame work. Alcove of tllis arch is decocted wlth stuc€o t acery work,

Its spandrds are also beautiltlt emb€nished witl slightysbcco tracery. The arch

ls topped by a jharoka, whlch ls endosed in a cusped rec€ssed frame, Boti nght

and left sldes of the gateway have p€nclllng d€.oration, may be reserued for

palning brtt dlmlnlshed du€ to the cn€l iands of !me. There are no tsaces of any

sort of palnting as can be seen in the Mughal monuments, In one of thes€ panels

the inscription of General Avltablle lies (governor of Peshawar from 1838-42).

Both sodnem w€st and north€m $est gdes of $€ gate, shows ardrite€tuld

decoration, At the bottom a 2m deeo alcove is oresent under a framework. It is

topp€d by a rcctangular frame whlch show another polnted arched atcove lts

celling is decoraH wlth stucco Slactlte wolk,r5r whlch ls very defacd. Finally lt

is topp€d by a window.

l::H,,". '*"'" *



4.3.4 Inner Side

The polnted arch alcove opening ls enclosed in re.tangular paner, The alcove is

profusely embelllshed with a very frultful stucco tracery work provided a

@ntinuous series of floral design. Spandrels of this arcn way ls beau!tully

decorated wlth a very w€ll stucco tracery work In hlgh rclief5'z. The decoration ls

done floral design. hporhnt feanires of these spandrels arc two anlmal figures

on€ on each comer (low€r). Above this opening arch a rcctangular wooden s.€en

The taeade of the gateway is decorated with arches. lt is divjded in to two vedtcal

zones. The first right zone at the bottom shows a shoulder archaded alcove,

endosed In rectangular hame. It is torped by a €cessed pointed arch enctos€d in

a frarne, It ls turther topp€d by a hoEesho€ arch, whlch has a wlndow now, The

se.ond zone shows a pointed archaded alcovg enclos€d in a rectangular frame

(stad frcm the bottom). It ls topped by a window (of a room) enclos€d in a

re.tangular flamework. Arl these anangements are repeatd on the otner slde (teft

side) of the gateryay.

4.3,5 Eastern Gate (Fig:m) (PF4)

Architecturdlly thls gateway is similar to the western gateway, except the second

storey, whlch ls demolish€d now



Ihe fagade (inner slde) ls slmllar to the w€stem gatesay. gut it ls fanked by one

eacl shouldercd arch (blod(ed now) topped by one each pointed archaded alcove,

which have a wooden balcony now. R€cently sepacte s13irs are provid€d to l€ad

up to thes€ balconies.

4,3.6 Eastem Gate (Decoration)

ft€ same type of sbcco tracery t/vo* ts present in the same manner as depicted

on the westem gateway. The vesttbul€ (enhance passage) is elegantt adom€d

Wth tempE palntlng. These paintngs are presert on the ceiling, on th€

middlearch & on sofffts now, Red, Blue and Yellow colors are us€d In thes€ floral

designs. fie floral decoration is applled on the central arches in the gateways as

mainly executed in llrle pilasters and most probabty betongs to tl|e Sikh p€dodrs3.

4.3.7 Spacious Rooms (Fig: )qII)

The enure Gor Xhattree is provided wlth an enclosure wall, At the inner slde of this

enclosure wall there are different spaclous rooms. Th€ left sides of the western

gate have ten adjacent rooms, these rooms have equal measurements. Each room

is dMded by .n arch inio two parts a vestbute and a chamber. The vestibute is

about 3,2 x 2,1m and the ciamb€r or maln room measures 3,2 x 3.2m and contain

a smallwindow on westem side, These rooms have a vault€d cetting,



The southem slde of lhe Gor Ghattree has same s€ri€s of rooms as on the nght

side of the westem gate. This side has 39 rcoms of \ fiidl only 27 rooms snow

their pr€sence whlle the remaining ha!€ no slght at present. The centrdl rcom is

compaEtlvely larue and 15 divided by an arch lnto two pafts a vestlbule and a

chamber measudng 6.8 x 2.1m and 6.8 x 3m rc5p€ctively. Only thls room has a

domical rcoi These rcoms were in the use of pollce depaftnent till 2002, now

empty, as they shifted and the p€6ent Govemor of tie l{wFP con'/€rted the font

of thes€ rooms to a Dlbllc oa|k. The suface of tie endosure wall has decoration

and flolalpatt€n whlch orobably executed dudng Sikh timde.

4.3.8 Second Storey (Fig: )OGII)

The ste9s provided on tie inner side at ei$er end of the gatew'dy complex

prcce€ds to the second sto€y. The deps 6re eight in nurnber and the average size

ol each steD ls .45 x ,20m. These steDs as th€lr construction shows were bullt at a

later date. The second storey conslsts of three rcoms on nortnem sld€ and two on

ti€ soutiem side. The entrance is provlded on both sides in the shape of archway.

Thes€ rooms have !€ulted ceilings and vary in size fiom one another. The central

morn is larger than others and it measu€s 4,80 x 3.20 x .85m in area.

In the western room, there is a wlndow measuring 1,15 )( 1.65meters and the

inner slde has two niches, The low€r nlche ls larger and th€ lpper one is smaller.



Tle second stor€y of the soutnem side

mentloned above

Another visible Archrtecture is the Goraknath Tempte at the site. w)ich is atready

haghlighted in liEary hlstory of the chapter, tie fo owing is the ardritecture asp€d

4,4 Temple (Figr xxrv) (Pt-l &6)

standlng on a low Jagau, the temple at Gor Kiuttree js located in $e south

westem portion of the court-yard, measurcs 27.50 x 27.50 meters on the east_

west and 28.80 x 25,27 meters on north-south, The €nctosure wal €tains the

aveGge height of about 1.38 m€te6. But not in good state of gres€Mation. Smatl

moms of \.arious dimenstons are blitt agatnst tfie endo6lre wall on tne nod-€ast

and south side of the tempte. An etegant pratoti reflecting the Moghat styte,

compardtlvely in the better state of p€servatonr is provided In the noth of the

encloaure wall. The archttecture of tie rcom is very beauutut of smalt Wazii

4,4.1 Pratoli (Main Gate)

Faclng nortn a wooden door way is tatd In the .enter measudng 2.10x1.10m. the

svuct\rre as a whole ls composed of smal bumt bricks (toca y know as Wazirl), set

in mortar and frtted togetier in hori2onbl courses. A thick coating of time ptaster

is applid over all th€ suucturc where tlle designs are execJr€t,



the ertrance as topp€d by a sunken osped arcl supported by pllasters, They too

ar€ compos€d of bncks. The bncks w€€ given the desircd shape and fit€d

togetier to accommodate the pilaster. The capltal of th€6e pibstels ls shaped in

the form of two pots. The lows one ls bollv while d€ top one ls globular in

shap€. Boih of the pots are omamented wl$ acanthus lea!€s, Atove the entrance

on either side of the crsped adl therc is an embGed padma shorrlng elther

Flanklng the envance walls are decoGted wlth rectangular panel, deslgns, The

panels inconorate cusp€d arcnes, the lower one however, has an addluonal .iche

rcserued for oll lamp. The ftort faces also incorporated pibsters on th€tr outer

edges and are $mllar in debils as hose atready disclssed. The surface between

the capitals of these pllasters js also decorated wlti panels. Above these panets

therc is a slngle row of horizontal loops runnlng all around.

4,4,2 Eastern Sh.ine

This shnr€ is fadng west octdgonat in shape and stsands also on octagonat tagati

wnich is damag€d at places. Each face of tie shrine has a sunk€n arched Oanel of

about 2.20x65 m. In between the tow tuces a pltastels stmttar to the pttastels of

pratoli and maln shrlner is incorpordted in the wa .

The VaEbdlka over thls is compo6ed of two Kapotopatis and Kantha In between,

The super stsucture as lsual springs from the Va€ndika and, infact, b a nbb€d



dome. The los€r por0on of tie done ls d€.orat€d with a scroll of st\/lized acantnus

leaves, it E one of tie characteistic of lhe Sikn oedodrss.

4.4.3 Eastern Antrala

This one is €ctangular In plan m€asu ng a 2.80x1.50 m, and has a flat roof, On

the nortiern side of Antarala two panels are provlded In cusped arch pattem, Itle

parap€t of artarala (vesdbLrle) has decoratlon of acanthus leaves.

on the southem side of the Antarala lhere ls slngle recess cust€d panel supported

by pilasteE, on each slde. At the dado level of the arch panel traces of a color

band is slll seen but only a lows flower can be ldenuned.

4.4,4 lnterior

The intenor of the antarala m€asur€s 1.50 x 1.30 x 2.35 m- has o@goml

charnb€r, prcbably rcvised for wo.shlp, The roof is semi-vaulted, while th€ stjll has

white and black marble slabs with 28x28 cm measu€nents.

The€ are l5ve niches different in shap€ the northeh and soutiern niches

measur€s 95x47 cm, and are ldentlcal, both sides of the central niche the€ a€

two other niches measunng 1,10x42 cm. the central measurement ls 90 cm, in

helghl lts wldth ls 48 cm and depth ls 46 cm, a small ventilator is provided for sun

light. This central niches once accommodat€d the ldol of god (s). Like the Muslim

l4osque cornices is crowned by a deorated drum.



4,4,5 Nandi Mandapa

(North fae.de, the cenFal porton between the eastem antadla and w€stern

antaftta) There w€ have hors€ sho€s arcies wlth central one laBer in size.

da.corated wlth acanthus leaves. These dlasters are prcvlded wlth molded bas€s,

and conlcal capital omamented wtth acanthus leaves.

on both srdes oi tne cro$ned poruon tv/o other h€rnEpi€dcal nbbed domes have

be€n prcvlded. The btal height of befolt arch ts 4.50 m and out of tt€ bou| stded

of tne tlvo hemlsphedcal domes arc 4,20 m hlgh.

4.4.6 Western Antarala

It ls 6lsed on a lagati of about 60 crn. htgh connects the Nandt Manadapa ard tt€

main shdne. It ls topped by dbb€d dome aod attalns the height of 5.10 meteG.

Taditbnally o$p€d arch wlth acantirE decoraton.

4,4.7 Mula Prasada (Main Shdne)

It infact ls tlle malnshdne of the comptex and ratsed on a masslve lagau of about

5.10 m squar€ and one m€ter hlgh. The te.nple atblns the height of about

10.70m. From lloor l€'r€1. In $e mtddl€ of th€ northem and soithem faces theE is

a nlche flanked by pllasters. These nlches arc topped by dbbed dome.



4,4,8 Western Niche

On tne weste.n side In the c€ntre of the dome abo!€ tie prcjectng Chaija and

niche measudng 1.30x1 m, s|jpporting by tvo p ast€rs. The figures of V€raha is

shown ln sitting postdon wtth a cross tegs on the tow p€d€stat. Hls l€ft hand is

rcslrng on ches! whtb nght hand exbnds towards dght. veraha lwail.g a

neckiace and sleeveless shln trouser shown naked at the abdomen.

A slmllar niclE @rie6 tie satn€ shap€, decoradons arc povided to eastem

southem and northem slde.

4.5 Excavation at Gor (hattr€€ (Fig: XXV)

As al.eady mentoned on the nrst page of this chapter the e(C.va@r objecL was to

g,et a seqence of culture at the ctty of p€shawar, he s€tected cor Khatue€, the

hlghest point at Peshawar city. The first s€sson (1992-3) e{cavation took ptacq in

tie west of tie northem hatf of tuOuttree whtb tne second season (19956)

excavatDn was conducted In the eastem part of the same hall Thls brought to

light tie €ulturdl s€quence of the stte iom tt€ Achaemenlons to the &itjsh penod.

Exca€tion ylelded a felv struct res of dttrerent pedods On tie south and

soutneast of tne $airs (teft by the excavato, among a few plts dlscoverd at the

site was one to€.ted in the comer of tsen€h, (pL-7) that contalned pothery of

varlols periods along wlth smal nnds. A structwe dlscovered in 1992-93 had some

stone courses contalning a few Kushana pots and rusted coins. Disaov€ry of a

thlck layer of reddish brown alluvlal clay, accordtng to the excavator suggested

t2l



$at "either the Bala ltself or one of lts bEncnes was flowlng at this point in the

late fourth and 3d century 8.c,r5" This showed at a depth of 4.7 meters lfum the

exlstlng surface.(pl-B) Above this allwlum the sFatificrtjon produced only in lhe

low€st layer s.atte ng of the polbery whlch ch.Gcterized tne earllest layer of the

excalruon. The lllling above the allwium conbin€d no shrture; it consisd of

dumped of water washed matedal, i'lon of the pottery conslsted throughout small

wateFwo.m shards. It 15 notable as the latest layer contalnlng nppbd dms {see

illusFation in p.figl-6), Two small gray shards also collected, lf these are NSP ware

then go€s to 3d to 2d centuy 8.C57, but I tiink these are local imibtion of

Scltho-pathian, because thes€ shards are lacklng of the traditional black and

shlny nature of the NBP3$. (see page 143)

The excavator has glven detalls of the stnictulal phas€s from the 3d century

8.C.(pl-9) to the zob century A.D (Pl-10).rs' a€cording to him th€s€ phases c?n b€

dMded into 4 dltrercnt penodt but small flnds suggest more then 7 pedods.

The excavator boticed that in p€iod lr of the site human actlvitles go back lo the

last phas€ of th€ Achaemenians (4b - 5b B.C.). He arn/ed at this conclusion by

the study of c1lltllral deposits presently excavad. He ltrther claims that there

was no trace of any structural remains of tils Derlod. Slnce there ls no evldence of

tne use of bulldlng matedal and stone, not easily avaibbb in thls place,



it can be presumed that strJctlres if ant were built probably in wood, bamboo

and mud easily avallable locally, These matenab, being easiv perishable, even if

left their tEces mlght have been completely destroyed by subsequent human

acnvltles on the site. He turther sayr ule eadiest thr€e layers (Layer 1&20 naking

p€rtod,l) exposed In a very limited arca, bear no evidefte at this regardr@. widt

the exception of some pottery and terracotta figurlne no solld aiglment ls there

for Achaemenions and Mauryans ls therc, (Please s€€ the pottery and Baroque

lady human figunne in this chapter) To Wheeler Baroque lady ngurine made its

appearance in the excavation at Charsadda, in layers 22 (one example), 21 (five

example), 20 (two €r(ample and 19 (one ex?mple)$1. Perlod I is nsslan€d to the

Achaemenlan whlle Pedod U is the Ma!ryan penod, but according to the

o(cavators l{auryan perlod is a sub phas€ of the Achaemenian, and appertains to

la'€r 16, dated to 4b 3d century B,C,rc. Again we have no convincing supported

mabnd not ont ln this site but in the endrc Peshawar valley, wlth tne exception

of Aloka lvlaurya rcck €dlct at shahbazgadi near l'1ardan36. The excaEtor's

concllsion for pe od III is the beglnning of ihe bullding activiues In 6rKhutb€e

belonging !o lndecreeks of tne 3' - 2- centvry B.C. Thls pefiod compnses of

layer 15 and 14, where some sluctures n€re e\pos€d. An imporbnt dlsao!€ry

was the colns, among whlch the most lmporlan! are the colns of the Indo Grcek

King D€metrius of the 2d cenEry B.C. (PL-u)34. Another impoltant nnd is ule

rc Aiods ruci qp. s in Msshn (H.d)r tr k *inciddblly $.t @lid Gck.oin rdnd in Bhn ndnd (Taih) b.longs b $n rhid mkr
.mdri6$norErhyd.hur(22tlr0 B C )ilssD.ni2000:19



&roque lady ngurln€, which was assign€d to this period III of hdo crcekj5s (5e€

8arcque on Page). The e$slence of D€fi€Uius colns sugg€sts their presen€e in

Peshawar, where fragments of a lotus bowl also found, whlch ls notable for 3d -
2d €enhiry B,Cs, The prcsent excavation re\€aled oGmples of structures of this

pedod extending east west. Penod ry is rcpresented with sf'Jctures and potEry,

found ftom the layeB (13 and 12) appertalns in thls period. This period is assigned

to the Scyfio-Padhlans (1' B.C. to l" €entury A.D.), This pedod ylelded important

ar0factual and numlsrnatic evldences, The Sqdho-Pafthian pottery found ln tnese

layeF arc excellent sp€.lm€ns (PL-V-X). Pe od V consist€d of three laye6 (11-9)

b€longs to Kushana of the 2m to 4D century A.D. As indicated by the cultural

matedal ftom thes€ noted layers, the great KuslBna seem to have ruled Ftshawar

for a long Ume. The exc.vator clalms "fngments of Buddhlst sculptures, coins of

all tie Kushanas Klngs were found ftDm these subGeqlent layers of tlle period

vs. the majodty of tte coins belongs to Kanisnka, however, they also inclucte

thos€ of th€ eaily and late Kushana kings. B€sldes all tie varieles of ceramic

tradlion some lnterestlng terracotta animal and hlman llgurines (PL-XI) already

houvn nom Taxila, Bala Hissar and Dhed Shaikhans in Charsadda and crth€r

Kushana sltes were r€.ov€r€d370. Here some subphas€s are also noted identified

with a super structure b0ilt abo!€ tle old stiucture of the earlier phases, Building

rnaEnal of the eadier penod was reused in the last phas€, This suggesls their



tenure l|"s longer than ti€ prcc€dhg and proce€ding ruters at peshawar, The

perjod VI Invotu€d to tayer 8-6 betongs to 8u -9b century A.D. of tl|e Htndu Shahis

witi the excepuon of ceramtcs and very poorly preserued cojns, no concrcte

rcmains recovered during th€ research work. Thts is probabty of th€tr shiftjng of

capibl from Pe6hawar to Hund (Swabi).

The stamp€d potbery collected frcn t6yer 8-6 in a vadety of forms ts attested by a

number 0r eEgart Jars and otner !€ssets (pL Xt"Xm). Ite excavator is of the

oplnion that tie abundance of Hindu Shahi penod cojns and other aftefacts of the

p€dod snows that had commerdat and su?tegtc stronghotd in the v,€stt1. rhe

tnr€e perlods expos€d at Gor Khutree in the exc€vations b€tong to lvtughat (l6b

century A.D.) Sikh (17bA.D.) and Briush (18!l- 19d' A.D.)compdsing from tayer 5

- t. (P r and Pl-12)

4.5 A Glance of the Excavation of 1995-96 (pl 13-14)

The 1992-93 excavation was follow€d in 1995,96 where the area chosen was a

plot measunng 30x30 meteE Initially resen€d to seru€ as a smal garden for the

wedding hall but now an abandoned pat€h of dusty ptayground for th€ chitdren

from the sunoundlng areas.

The plan and gdd for the season 1995-96 is des.rlbed as, twe[e trenches each

measuring 6x6 mete6 were taid out of which initia y fo,t (w13, IAlt4l

Iry'18,rA,19)



and sub6equently th€e more (!ry'12 & IA15,YV17) w€re s€l€cted for excavatlon.

Leaving balk the total area of these trenches was 24 x 12 m,

The Uenches have yhlded a laBe number of colns (r00), 30 of whid {€re

readable. These coins belonq to the Brltlsh, Sikh, Durdnl, Mughal, Sud, Ghodd,

Ghaznavid and Hindu Shahl periods, If l'|l€ make a comparison in the exca\,?tion of

1992, which means here the e<avalor went up to the Hindu Shahi penod (Layer

G9 of the 1992 excavaton)

In tne northem part ofTrench No, W13, and ln the southem poriion of W15, a

complex of the Bntish period (Pl-15) sfncture v{as e)(po6ed, comprising of vanous

shap€s, dlsturbed and dislocated. Here h layer 1-3 rharked Bitisn peiod,

warehouses soakage pits, (Pl-16), kltclen and poftlon of drainage have unearthed.

The dnin cot€r€d with slab6 of *one, which stll can be seen, During the

operaton, ins.db€d bdcks w€rc collected beadng date frcm 1919-22. Flon thls

l€vel coins of George V and Queen Victoda / East hdlan Company dated 1848

The exca\ator fo0nd, lmmedlately below th€ Bntish pedod coins of the sikh p€dod

(P117) along wlth fe$, types or vess€ls and terracotta fgudnes, alren4 witnessed

In the succeeding period, Otier finds we€ coins of Ahmad Shah and Dunani

Kings. slnce rhe slkh and Durrani tumo!€. se€ms to be very short in the city of

Pesha'/var. Frorn here T€rra€otb b€ads, both conical and blconlcal bangles b€ads

of seml precious stones, human and animal tenacotta flgudnes, along with lne



cohs ofAfuhan and Durranl peiods w€€ collected, which helps in tie chronologv

In o€clpabonal lat€r 3, colns of Alrang zeb Alamgir minted at lYultan (Pl'17) in

the 13b year of hls rule w€rc recovered. He€ from Lnyer 1, IA & lBr taver 1 & IA

has 4 colns in which 2 frum la are €adable. One ls of G€orge V (1919) of the

Ednsh pedod and the otier ls Afghanl (2 Afghanls) From layer IB, three Bdtish

coins, b€longing to 1838, 1844 were recovercd. The sub-phase of layer 1, which is

marked layer 2, 7 coins have been €allded, one of these In silver ls of the Slkh

period and other ls a coin of Ahmed shah (Abid all / DunanD A.H 1142. Onlv Z

colns nave idendffcation, tne rest are coroded. Lays 3 & ]q has the paleographic

evldences, wiere 16 colns were found of whlch only 3 were ldentlfi€d onlv One

was an Afghani (Afghani 1357); the second b€longed to the srkh p€riod and the

3d one (in 34) In sllv€r was that of aurangzeb r'hmglr (1659) sfird at lvlulstan.

This o.cupadon In the foft of a layer (la)€r 4) has seveEl hearths on floor level

found wlth baked bncks. Th€ soll app€aE to be greenish sllt with loose patches. In

places ash€s and charcoal with anlmal bones and other ashy material sugg€6t a

kltchen area. The finds from thls layer arc plain, red ware lars, bowls of all kinds

wlth saucers glazed cerdmlcs and terracotta figurines, bangles and glass tefiacotta

beads. Some copper colns of Xjng shah Jahan found werc in good state of

preservatlon, among the 16 colns, only 4 werc clear for ldenufication, one

belonged to the 9!(h pedod.



Layer 5, of the season 19956 at Gor Khattsee poses greenlsh soil wiltl loose silty

patches or ash and charcoal, Here ule excavator exposed water channel made ol

teffacotta plp€s has reddish color. Uke the proceedlng lay€r, thls layer also has a

good numbs of cohs (24 in all). but L,nforunately not readable.

Accoding to the exc.lrator €port Layer 5 started at the dep$ of 200 cm from the

pres€nt ground sudace of Gor Khattee, The floor had a couple of hea.ths in the

w€stem half of the trench. A few complete bowls in ptaln red wale atong wtth

several glazed pleces of Jars in addition io animat aM human figudnes of

teracotta. bangles of glass and copp€r coins inctuding tiat of Akbar werc

reco!€€d, There are 6 coins from thts layer, onty 3 werc treated and €teaned of

which one belong to klng Akbar th€ GreaL

The soil is blackish, ashy and tutt of char.oat. Ftnds IndrJde copper coins of Sher

Shah Sud and Islam Shah Suri, glazed pottery, gtass and came an beads, gtass

bangles, metallic pleces and oit tamps. tduatty, thts tay€l produced 19 colns, most

ol them are rusted, 3 colns a.e of the Sud period (two of tne Sher Shah and one

of the Islam shah) have been identjfi€d.

Flnds include foudeen copper coinsr gtazed shards, pottery, rew glass bangtes and

beads, Coins.ecovercd ftom this tayer, 8 arc rusted and we are not in position to

read it for the cnrcnologtcat sequence.

Now we are ln layer 9, The colour of thls layer ts yelowtsh, compact In nature and

restng 0n an occupaton of a f,oor levels had much ash€s, charcoat, and extenlve

bumlng around the hearths in alt trenches o€ept in trench w15,



The south wall €,(po6d in trenci€s WL2 a d Wt3 near the westem section

(running north-soutn) end€d ar a ctepth of 2.65 m. The noor te€t, when ctear€d of

all the ashes, charcoal and bon€s had 6 flne rcd ware bowt in sttu, clos€ to tie
colleation of cameltanr tapis and agate beads. Other finds Inctud€d glass and ctay

banEes, tefiacotta human and animal frgurtnes in addltion to 21 copp€r coins, Tie

only welr pr€served coln was tnat of a chortd King, i4ohammad Btn Sam (U9t-

1205 A.D.), Glazed ceramic pieces and tenacotta lamps w€re also reco\,€red, The

abundance of the terd€otb lamps sllggest that th's level was used for tie
CnEvan3 of the rherchants, afty men where they stayed tempora ly. In this

layer the team was rewarded with 2t colns but onty one €an be idenified which

b€longs to Mohammad Bin san, eady 13s century AD, while the .emaining coins

This Layer 10 has the same cotour as above. From tiis layer 6 copper coins were

reco€red hcludtng that of KhusEw Shah (1160,1187 AD). Other flnds inctuded

bangles of clay and gtass, beads of t€rrdcottas and semt-pr€.lous stone6,

teracotb fgudnes and fragments of scllst sbner sugg€sting th€ Kushana levet.

Layer 1l ls ma*ed wtth different cotours but yellowtsh is domtnant because of the

debn of rnud brlck. Among the flnds there arc bangtes mosuy of gtass, tamps of

vanous shapes and sizes fiade of tenacotta, The human and antmal ftflrjnes ln

addltion to a number of coper colns were recor,€red, One of the colns tclongs to

relasood III (1099-lU4 AD), a tate chaznavid King.



fhe exGvatjoa team w?s re!6rded with vatuable finds, an etegEnt Jug in ptain

redlvare fiom UV12 and anoth€r smal sri€tr typ€ having gtobutar body with a

reglster arcund the neck and shoutder cotour ts butr yelowish. The regtster has a

beautiful embossed Istamjc ins.rlption In Kuftc styte on tts shoulder. Thts pricetess

pot is now a prtde possession of Str Sahlb Zada Abdrjt Qayyum Mljseum of

Arcnaeology and Etinotogy, Untvelstty of pe6hawar, and is on dtsotav.

In layer 12, the soit was daft brcwn and compac! had ash and ch.r.oat witn

sone scatter€d brick and pebbtes atong wtth a wa in trench tA/lS.A noor tevel

strewn wlth p€bbles was atso found. G€nera y, the cotour is lke the abo!€

because of the bdck debri.

Thls layer ylelded a coupte of baked bnck structures and a drain, running east to

w€st. Otier anttquities from thts t6ye. inctuded comptete bowtE beakers, Ja|s, shetl

and gbss pleces, bangtes, tefiacotra lamps, figudnes and copper coins, onty one

of these colns was w€[ preseryed and belong€d to t4asud_I (1030_1041 AD), a

Ghaznalv€d Klno.

In Layer 13 (thig is the tast tayer which was exposed so far), soit was comDa(

medium to dark brcwn with ash and charcoal concenhation towards the southem

portion. Flnds from here in€tuded sohe rusty copper cotns, ptaln and glazed

pottery, glass beads and bangtes, terracotb beads, broken gtass and shel pi€ces,

Here two occupationat tevets w€rc eeosed. The recovered specimens of the

ponery suggest the Hindu shahi pedod, whtch was exposed in the session 1995,6_



The r€covtrtd cultulal data. whkn v|6 srpporEd by colns In all tlE atro\€ 13

laye6 help6 in estauish|m a dlronologlcal o.d€r 0f th€ dta, so to .. Thus ftom the

earliest lalers, i.e. frorn lay€r 12, vle haw th€ colns of l4usud I of eady Ghalavld

pedod |t hlch ls the beglnnlng of lCamlc pe od over here.

A profile of coins tor the B Ush Peflod (1838) down to the Indo Grceks Pedod of

Defi€tsius (2d Gntury B,C) has been gtven as follows,

I3'



Indo€reek Kng Demetsius

ScytheParthians

Kushans

Hlndu Shahl

Masud L

Masaud Itr
Xhusrau Shah

Muhamnad Bin Sam

Sher Shah Suri

Islam Shah Suri

Akbar The Great

Aurangzeb Alamgir

Ahmed Shah Durrani

Sikh pe.iod

Sikh period

,\&han period

Brltsh pedod

&ldsh petiod

2nd entury 8c

1* Gntury BC

2d Century AD

9p llqCentry AD

(103G161AD)

109+1114

1152-1160

rr93.1205

r540-1545

1545-1554

1556.1605

1658-1707

1747-1757

18261848

(x'

r73$1848

848-r97
1838-1841



4.7 Chronology based on coins

Most numerous among the mlnor antlqulues from Gor Khutbee are the Colns,

These are smallln number,once agaln lt ls necessary to remlnd the reader that the

area excavated in the slt€ is onlv a verv small fractlon of the whole, These coins

are of copper, A number of colns fiom the slte however were \€ry much corroded

though, these posslbaly would hav€ glven us an accurate plcture of the coins typ€,

padiculaiy of Kanishka are much d.mag€d; but th€lr size, weight and th€ context

in whidr they wer€ found along wlth better example of fie same king ls hlghly

suggq.live and prcbably suffdent testlmony for their attibution to the Kushana

penod, Herc large numb€r of coins go to the Kushana p€riod and in tiat,

padiculart to Kanishka. Then the medieval pedod coins are iound not in lalqe

nunber but sutrdent to suppon tieir presence ln Peshawar. Th€ most important

are the Indo-Grc€k and Sqtho Partiian coins.

The followlng distrjbution chart and summary is m6kin9 a clear idea about the

vanous dynastes, kngs, dates and thelr assoclatlon wiu| dlfferent layerlT?, (Pl-18)

Layer 1, IA & lB: layer 1 & lA has 4 coins in whlch 2 fton lA are deciphelable.

One is of George V (1919) of the Bndsh perlod and the other is Afghani (2

Afghanis). From.layer IB, three Brltish colns, belonglng to 1838, 1848.

f nh k b.sed oi rhe sunmry ol Mr Oul

dicr.$. Dumii r997 rc3.200

Rrh.cm. Lelurcr, Arch.Fl4y D.p(., Psha*ai Udlv.6itt,



Lalcr2: From thls laFr 7 colns harc b€en re@rded, lto.n'whkh 2 gh,c rls

thelr ld€nff€tbn. One d u|€se h dh€r ls of tlle gkh perlod and other b a @ln of

Anm€d Shah (AbdaltDu.nnl) A.H. u42.

Lay€r 3 & 3A: Thls lay€r ylekled 16 colr6, 3 al€ ld€ntfled. OrE ls an Afghanl

(A&hanl 1357); the second also b€lom to $e gkn pedod aM the 3d or€ (ln 3A)

In diier ts tnlt of AularEEeb Aanrglr (1669) In hls 139 €gml y€ar, stu.k at

Multan,

Lal€r 4r tn r€sp€d of @lns U s layer b \/ery dch, yl€ldlng a tobl number of

15 colns, only 4 a€ clear tur ld€dnca&n. One bdongF b tle gkh p€rjod.

Lay€r 5: Uke la}€r 4, tnF by€r ls aEo very ddr havlng 24 colns ln all fiom

wnkn $ at€ Utated, tut hady any of these colld be lderdfied.

Lay€r 6r There are 5 colns from thls layer, onv 3 u,€rE t€ated and deaned ot

whkh one belong b h.E Arbar UE Gr€aL

Lay.t 7: Thls lay€r h6 19 colns, mod of them are nEtsd, 3 colns a€ of tlE

gJri p€.iod (two of tr€ Sner Shah and orE of ti€ lslam shah) ha\€ b€en tdentfi€d.

La!€r 8: thb lay€r has good number of colns l.e. 14, but are very roL8h and

corod€d and unld€idflable.

Layer 9: lhls layer t€lded 21 @tns htt ont one can be ldendfr€d whkh

belongs b tluhammad Bn sam. eary l3the c€rtury AD, wnlb the rcmalnlng colns

arc not clear.

l]6



Layer 10: Therc are 6 coins from thls layer only two ha!€ been cleaned. One of

thes€ b€longs to the Khus6u Shah the Ghaznavid pedod (end of 12h century AO).

Layer 1r: 5 colns arc rc.ov€ed frcm thls layer of whlch only one can be

ldentified that belong6 to Masud III 91099 AD).

la)€r 12: From thls layer 5 coins have been recovered of thes€ 4 arc in very

poor condition and can not be ldentiffed, The nfth one ld€ntmed, whlch is that of

Ivlasud I (11h c€ntury AO).

Layer 13: Prcduces only one coin whkfi ls In rusted forn, and unldenufiable.

On the basis of Numlsmaiic evldence allthe above 13 layers help ln establishing a

sound chronology of the slte. Thus from the earliest layers, i.e. from layer 12 we

have U|e coin of l,4usud I or eady Ghaznavd penod, wh'ch |s aiso un'que in its

tlpe, is providing a key for the beginnlng of Islamlc p€flod ln thls a€a. The

chronological table on next page is developed on the basis of coln recove€d from

The combining rcsult of the two exca!?ttons (i.e. 1992-93 and 1995-95) show, the

eadiest perlod commences with l'lauryan and is followed by the Indo-Greek and

subs€quently followed by tie Scytho-Parthlan, Kushant Hlndu Shahl, chaznavid,

Ghoddt suris, !1ughals, Slkh and tne 8dush. This is an o(cellent result for tne

lndeEtanding of hlstory and chronology of Peshawar, deduced by the coins

recovered at GorKhattrEe, In the heat of old city of Peshawar. On his visible



coins, Kanlshka ls rcpresented by bree types: tre (i) witt goddess Iniirc (iD

nanaia (ll) and wlnd- guad.

Coins found In successlve s:t"b In the exca\atlons hav+heloed considerdbtv tn

detemlnlng the chronology of the sl!e. A larue nomber of tiem fouM tn the

restricted arca s€lectsd for oGt/aton rcn&red the tasb comparauvely easy and

it is posdble b date lrado6 layels and perlods.

asc

tast Phase of Achmenlan

5b-4bB.c.

4b- 3d 8.c

In&4reek

3'- 2- B.C

Eedcb

Pedod I so tur Eeghning

App€ftalns to layer l8 and 17, No structrre.

Period II
App€rtalns b lay€t 16. No stsuc0rre.

Pedod m
Apperiahs b lAyer 15 & 14, Some structlrE

Exposed, One coln of Demehous C 2008C fo{nd.

App€rblns b lay€r 13 and 12 lt ls the most

Suucbrcs wltn pottery fourd.

Appeblns to layer 1l to 9

Appertains b layer 8 to 6.

Pedod vll (tar€r 5- 1)

Scytho-Pathlan

l' B.C to 1' ccnt.AD

Kushan

Hindu Shahl

9D cent AD"

!lughal

16d Cenqiry AD



5iKl

17' Century AD

Eritish

18b to 19b century AD.

(Pl-19 and 20)



4.8 STMTIGRAPHY.

As the greater padner of $e material, pottery teracottar beads bangles, coins and

small ffnds from the excavations at Gor Khuttree w€re not new to our knowledge,

nelther not prevlously been placed In a st"atlgraphical context. On the bas€s of

already establlshed stradgraphical inteo€lationship of objec! recovercd from the

area, tie procedlre was to put the obJect of Gor Khuwee at a chronological

Nefier radloGrbon matenal nor epigrapny or coins helped h this prccess before

the sq,lio-pathlan pedod at Gor Khuttree, hfact, only a single coin was found

from the Indo{reek levels. For some pedod our hypothetlcal scheme worked oW

Durlng the two seasons exclvations a notable data collected both in moveable

finds and immoveable prop€rty, in teftns of pottery, small frnds and structures

b€longhg to the difierent p€dods. Th€ penod of Indcceek has dependable data

in the form of a coin whlle the pedod of Scytho-Padhian contained a good number

of potterles \alth coins373. The Achaemenian, llauryan and hdo Greek findlngs dld

not rcveal any proper structure, bW prcbably throughout thes€ p€dods the

successive buildings were of mud-bdcks. Il|e pottery recove€d fiom these p€riods

ls already known from various sites as already noted, from the Achaemlnlan,

l"lauryan p€iods no lns.rlptonal data coll€cted,



while after the Mauryan colns of Indocre€k and Scytho-Parthain witn some

copper colns all very badry rusted and d€hced, belonging to some unknown rulels

came to hands. The date for the prc Indo-Gre€k peiods mahly depended largely

on hypotheses and comparison,

Stratigraphical details are also limited because of limited area (Pl-21) probed and

h 15 mete6 depth the Venches became so small that it was not possible to

cafryout mol€ exca\radons In 1992 and 1995 seasons, $ey remained llmlted and

have not yet reach€d me eadlest levels, whlch make the desadptlon mon

contusing. 8ut even then good data is under hand which can speak of stratigrdphy

ol U|e site, Gene€lly speaking layers In the deep trench incline ftom north to

south from west to east, full of ootshards and other mlscellaneous adlcl€s can be

s€en through out tne lay€ls. The wall structlres with assodation of different

periods also help, but suuctures of the lower pedods arc very sBnty, and the

Duruose of some of tie suuctures cannot be determln€d because of lack of

eltensive hodzental exc€vauons, Ascerbining the date of these sfucture is

diffelenl the relgular and blg struclu€s stad in the hlgher layels belong to the

late periods, whlch a€ the most flo!fishlng period of the Gor Khaltsee. Regular

and w€ll noted floors arc also expos€d (P-22), the layels arc €gular smooth and

shows harmony whlch is natucl lor such a site, Deep dlgghg was further mared

due to the presence of large size pits (Pl-23). Thes€ pits are found in the comer of

$e trench tull of pots, shad' ashes and other debris, lt ls here, fiom the large

plts that complete pots / pottery of Islamic period (Pl pC{) recover€d. fte

exciwdtor dated the strudures according to the pattem and building matenal.



Genenlly, th€rc is no maJor sbrrtu'at eviden€e of the pedods betonglng to

Acheamenlan and l4auryan and the Indo-Greeks.

A5 already pointed od, because of the mlted prob€d area, it ts premature to talk

about the town planning of tie Gor Khattree. The information came to hand ts

limlted and too sketchy to permit us to draw some definite conctusion, but on the

bases of exposed structures one can reconstruct the town plannino at Gor

Khatliee,

In Gor Khattr€e, the religious buttdings of the tater peiods are atready on suface

and opucally cln be se€n. (see visibte archltedure) A5 ror as the religious data ts

concemed, the area excavaEd In 1992 & 1995 is not enough to glve a ctear idea

reqarding the prlnclples on whlch the cor Khattree establshment was taid down.

The €)(pos€d stsucEre, making a dear idea about ils town ptanning, and an over

vlew of alignrn€nt ol e&osed structure in the t€flches suggest a well-taid plan on

nortn-souti and east-w€st dtrections. No proper ste€t or roads were td€n$fied so

far, under the slrfdce due to llmtted horizontal excavaflons.

As far as tie masonry is concemed, wals arc made of mud bdcks and stone. Mud

lump€, rn rough rashlon w€re atso exposed (pt. )O{UI and )Xry structure). Some

rolled bouldeE and under stones can also be assigned to the sbucture of the city,

xt'ile in some plac€6 the masonry b€came poor and shapetess, The masonry of

two earlier periods ls compos€d of targe mud boutders batanc€d at Dtaces

hori2ontally with the help of stone foundadon, Hodzontat courses of mud walts c.n

easly be traceable (Pl-rcO. Techntcaly, the best masonry ts teft by the tyughals



The entlre recove€d debrls ftom these tr€ndes was carell]lly strained In search of

finds. B€sldes 6 few excepuoml ob.,€cts, malodty of tne arEfa€ts tumed out to b€

potshards. Along with a few complete pots that shows tle naturc of the clty (see

and &itsh Perlodt whlch ls almost h bdck, and b€yond the scope of this th€sls,

but even ther descnbed to some extent unde. the heading vlsible arcl'itecture.

During tie excavaton of 1992 a very informative s€ction ls exposed to the south

and east where dlfierent structure! of successive periods |€st in different l6)€ts

(P-24) and $rcw a welcome light on the forgotten chapte6 of the clly of

Peshawar. The s€ction also throws light on the difercrt penods b€longlng to

diffe€nt dynastes. The lower occupation 15 not so clear but the rest ls very much

clear on the bases of its flnds and la)€rs ln the expos€d section, whlch marked

pedod v belonging to the Kushana shorrs sub phas€s, suggesung thelr long sby,

Pottery sp€dmen's alongwith coins, almost of every Kushana ruler, also

encourag€d us that this was the most fiourishing period in Peshawar, Probably in

thls pedod in the history of Peshawar, Shah-li-ki-Dheri, Kanishka vihara and oth€r

Kushan slt€s flourlshed.(see chapter 3), Progrcss In sculptural art of the Mahayana

Buddhism can be se€n dudng tie Kushana period. After the detalled studles of

these penods, based on the elposed sedons and anuquity, tnis idea cln be

caDodsed that Pershawar was upgEd€d as a capital clty.



4.9 FOTTERY

4.9,1 General

In all $e proto-historic and historic sites in Pakistan, pottery ffgures very

pomrnendy, b€caue until very Ecently (stilD thls was one object or thing which

every inhabltanL wheher ich or poor, €qulred and ls available in fairly good

quantty. At Gor f\huttree/ however lt con*ltJted the princlpal"find". Other objec-b

such as hads, toys, coing and other small linds are in very small quantity. The€

was rcason for tne scarclty of finds, whlch is the naturc of the CorKhahree, for

not b€lng sett ement site. In the Buddhist period, the posslbility of Gor Khuttr€€ as

a monaslic setdement - probably nothing more. In Mlghal period it was caravan

saral whlle in Slkh time as an adminlstratlve headquad€i Therefore. no

permanent resldentlal t-dces are connnned, which ever the case.may be, bLt lt

was a tempoEry and off€ial/rellglous residental ar€a. The Pottery is generdlly

lacklng of household adeiacts.

The pottery at Gor Khutt€e is not only abundants in large masses', but is

distlncti\€; both in hbnc, hchnlque, shape and decoraton, Gor-Khattree is not

only notable for its 'So6py €d'wa€ and rippled dm (s€e P Figl-No1&3) but also

the so called NBP and Female Figurlnes (the so called Baroque ladles) are equally

irnportant,



4.9,2

A glance at pottery wlll sholv that functonally th€se ware could provlde all the

needs of the re6idents of the Gor Khattre€. Here are the vessels for eatng and

d nklng (Utllibdan only). Therc arc bowls, dish also globular or elongated vessel,

b€ing the most ess€nbal vessels for seMng liquids, bread and other dry food and

4,9,3 Position

A large number of Pots, complete and ftagmentary. rccovered from the excavation

at Gor Khatfte. Th€6€ arc Indic.Uve of the vanety of types. Our soundhgs w€rc

not sufficiently exensive to yi€ld a fuller data for the Achaemenlan and Mauryan

le!€ls, only a small portlon touched and 5o w€ have sone st-dtlgraphic sequence

in the Pottery tyPes,

The stntincation of the site was In severdl cases decisive and marked by distinct

laye6 (see chronology) commonness of potbery types found in difierent laye6

therefoE prcsented no difflculty ln assignlng them to thelr respectlve pe ods but

in some cas€6 cautlon had to be taken so as not to in€lude Potery from a few

disturb€d layeE (as already mendoned tnat pits dlsUrH our sratigapl'y) (Pl.

)oql) and the upheaval of soll apparenty from the re.ent building activty near the

fi6t rcason (1992-3) grld.'(Pl-25)



4,9.4 ChaEcteristic

No solitary specimen of hand-made pottery re@!€red, all the pott€ry of the site is

wheel-tumed. The nomal ingredl€nts used are sand, grit and chopped straw

mixed widl mud. ArDther charactedstic featurc of the Gor Khuttree pottery is tne

appllcation of bands or cotdon (ln rofie case slash€d cordon or cable pattem

cordon), whlch appear on the stlouldels and occaslonally on the body of certaln

vessels of the pottery. (se€ no.1 in PFlg no.l and no.l in P.Fig no u)

The ldbrlc ol tie pottery is usually day containing a large amount of sand, which i5

bumt rcd or gray. h penod Vl no superior typ€ of pottery or special day seems to

ha!€ b€en employed and the tabdc ls g€nelally very coaE€.

The percentage of red sllpped pottery is compardively very small and Ulos€

without a sllp have a red bumFbick appearance. Some of the pottery has a thlck

coadn9.

As akeady m€ntioned, majo ty of the types are plaln and utililarian in character,

rhe most commonty found typ€s being the bo|vls. dnnkhg cups, dishes sauc€6

and lotas (see the dEwlng). lvlajority of the v€ssels have flat bas€5 and show tnat

they could be used wlthout a support,

In Gor Khuttree pottery simple ltlibdan devices llke spout vessels a€ common

(PFig XI no.1) These were often made separdtely later on luted with po6 Spouted



Another warc \,!hich disUnguished ltself in Gor

pottery vlith 6 buff or creamy )€110w co€ and a

(pl rco(.) one Is ins.rib€d too.

Shards of this ware confln€d to lay€r 3'6371 and undoubtedly b€long to the

pottery however was a genetal featue wfi U'e

these perlods, at Gor Khuttree. Pots with flat

tne€ arc ddnking cups, lotds €tc. P ng III no 2,

later p€dods and was restticted to

bases are !€ry common becuse

P Fig rv no. 3 and P Fig VIII no.3

Khuttree excavatlon is a glazedrT3

greenish surface ln different shad€s

4.9.5 Incis€d Stamped warcr (PFig x and PFig XI)

Pots with st mp€d pattems arc few in the Gor Khutu€e pottery' The most

common decoratjon ls the stamp genenllv applled on the shoulder of vessel In

forms of loops or lozenges. Some times flanked wlth bands and crosses h

geometrical arrang€ments some tirE, tne simple d€cotalon consi*s of deeply

lnclsed c ss-cross lh€s In bands on the shollders, occaslonally impress€d in

palallel lines, into the wet clay A very small quantiry or shards decorated In

human fingedp lmpression ls also there.

ln illuslraion fig xi no 1 at Gor Khattre€, spouted 'Handl and khlja type vessels

w€re common, These spoud pottery grcup do occuer alnDst in all late period

D D!roi 1997:2 12 . Trj Ali 2002:21-6



Here the Khuja from a plt has a wlde rlarlng rim, a short narow neck with a spout

on the shoulder. It also has de€orauon bLt generdlly crude in natu.e,

The spouts specim€n at Gor Khuttree shows a dented shap€ wlth l€af decoration

in black colour. (PFig 
'iI 

no.l) t Is beliet€d that the pot might also had decoration

whlch is detached from, Generdlly these spouts have narrow and open moutis, all

prcs€nt tapenng shap€s while reacning the end. Some spouts have round and

4.9.6 Description of few pots.

DISHES (Pltg ll no.2-3 PFig III no.z PFigIV no.3,4 PFig V no.3)

A number of dishes (ln tnis limited excavatron) and their fGgments indicate that

thls 0tlllty-warc was in common !5e. lt ls one of the types reco!€red rrom almost

all the level and shoss a very wide range h their shap€6 (s€€ the illustsations) The

clay us€d for this ware is generally very coarse and contalns an amount ol straw

which sYengthened the build of the flat dishes. Here the fatjric shows many

€rieti€s of clay us€d for the puryose. Thls indicates fiom vadous colour like bl6cl9

dark and reddish. Some iswellfi€d som€ ls not.

These are tumed on a fast rctating wheel and treated with slip. They have bases

ln s€!€ral Instances and prcbably w€€ Lrsed as fMng pans. Almost all the dlshes

tend to have a uniform shape (s€e lllustEdons in fig. III no.2), some has sagger

base wlth nat dm, slm€ has everted lip and thick walls. Among the lot, small



dishes Intended to b€ used as a la@ver (not as lid) b€.aus€ lt has a small

Incurved rim, Only one is a shallow dish wlth a flarlng wide slm and a sagger base

Gcove€d dudng the €xcavatons at Gor l(hat0€e,

*l]* *n 
"otton 

.*ong Handl, whlch mainly occurs frcm the Hlndu shahis

leaels at Gor Khattree. 8ut lt do€s not mean that tl 5 was not popular type in other

levels, and shows mlnor variauons in the posltlon of the carinations on ue b€lly

The type has a rlm, square in sectlons sloplng walls and rounded bars l{ost of the

Dieces arc plaln, very few are deaorated (the illustraH one), the decoration has

rcsett€5 In betwe€n the llnes, most of them are notcid as decoratlon whib some

pots are slamd, to have added to lts b€aug. Thls tvpe is rcstricd to the Hlnd!

Shahis and Musllms levels at Gor Khuttre€.

4,9.7 Bowls

PFio. lll no.2

This type represents a series of small bowls most ptobabv from the l4auryan

levels. Th€se have a Wde op€n mouth wlth an o!ts tumed m. a carlnated body

with a prcminent bulge at tne walst and round base lt does not seem to be very

@mnon because we have only ttNo specimens hom the ex€vation at Gor

Khattree In ihe first season 1992-3, another kagment of 6 simllar bowl haviig very

thict wall and a prominent rldge near the neck. Thls shred is too small to form any

shap€ and the llmitations of the excavated area exhausted the possibllity ol nnding



PFlo. Vltl no,l-3

Thls type is a ctEE€tedstic vess€l witn a wide moutn aM narow bas€. lt is a

drlnklng cup wlth sloplng sld€s. Its body has grcovlng. The fabrlc ls a very coarse

red warc resembling bdck colour wash gtven to it b€forc frring. Thls type occurs

prcfusely ln all the layers asslgned to the Indo Gre€k pedod at Gor Khattree, which

means itwasthe most popurar dinking cup.

1. This bowl has t$! slip on the body. Tle fabnc is a coarse da* clay. lt b€longs

to the lndo-Greek le\,€l at the site not so common, Its lip is stightly out tlmed

3 Here no.3 having a pronounced out tumed lip. It fab c is a welt]eMgated red

clay, with outs sllp, Its base 
's 

flat and havlng thln watts whrh s the charactenstc

of the Indo€reek pottery, Su€h typ€ of pottery was also recov€r€d iom tie

scltho"parthlan lev€ls, One plece which has €lo6e resembtance, was re.overed

from tlle f4auryan le!€t at thts site (pfig iv no.l)

In the Pottery thick slurry at the low€r portton of th€ pots is atso noticed, just to

potect and .elniorce the body trom temperature. Here some of $e pots have

smoky black pollsh In the corc. Ivtost of tie pots recelved prcper oxtdtzation up h
the corect degree of tempeBture where the ertlrc body has turned red or cookles

baked. This type potlery malnly belongs to Sc),1io-Partntan p€dod at cor Khuttr€€.

Paticulady in thls peflod the mud used tor making these pots are of qlite aluvia]

natu.e which ls mhed as usual with sand,loess and sandy lo€ss etc,



PFio Vr ho.1-2& pFid Vrr no.2-3

MaJodty of the bowls are palnted In black and mody €stncted to th€ top of the

nfi wlierc horlzontal, vertical bandt concentsic circles, dots, sbokes, styllzed dots,

makes rt Scytho-Paniian form of pottery. Thls type of pottery is alreldy repoted

ftom shaikhan DheirT5 charsadda, Dam kot DF75, Akra $nn!37t, Pir ManakrafTs,

l'lanakrai HaipulD and Taxilarso patlculady at llanakrai Haripur w€ found a toilet

tray along wlth the pottery of 5/tlo-Palthianfl. Ihis toilet bay confirms the

pottery of d|e SclthcPa(hian. Again at Plr llanakrai a coin of Azes II connrm $le

Scytho-Parthian pottery$') (pl. )OM).

The Kushana pedod pottery can be divlded into five types. On the storage jaE,

de(oration is In the form of applied cordons, simple codon goov€d in the middle

of the body and sometime twisted and clit in the cabl€ pattem, is the spedalty of

tie Kushanas, We can divide it into five Eoups.

Tapering.lm

Large slze extemally thicken€d flat nm

L?rye slze with out tumed dm,

Thlckened incurved rlm



Beside th€s€ ftom this level we clllected, handle of a larg€ cooking pan along

with, spout of painted red ware curued in the micldle, slmllar but stElght. spouts

of pots partlculady the straight spouts w€re made separately and then looted

together when the body clay was leather hard. It was nornally Inslde, therefore

Very few, two in numb€r, are shallow p6ns with da{"shaped side handle. Ihe

handle is girdl€d by day fillets and roundels appll€d on the inner face of the side.

The followhg three types have been unearthed in Gor Khuttree.

Pan with claw shaped handle looted on the edg€ of the rim

Seml clrcular handle

According to th€ excrvator the Hindu-Shahl tenure, remained v€ry snod, as they

shifred the capital ftom Peshawar to Hund, Even then the o(cavator colle.t€d

potery of every type. Among them the fabric varjes frcm thln to thlck here the

storage !€ssels, most in potshards, water pitcher, d nking bowl, dlsh, cooking

pots, pedestaled. small Frs with d€.ordtion is applied band, horizontal, vertic?l

bands, sometime lopes. bangles, horizontal and vetcal strok€s and floral designs

and stamp€d decoratjon mostly rcsettes, concenhi€ cjrcle, bars and dots handl€s

and spouts with applied and painted decolation arc found. (S€e lllushaton PFig

XII and PFlg X,Xl

L.

2,

3.



4.101{BP

As alrcady discussed, that large amount of pottery recovered from th€ ercavations

belongs lo b,le (tn.sues who ruled Peshawar directy or indlrccny. For the purpose

of dating, pott€ry sp€dal types found ale !€ry usetul. Among them are fel{ grey

ware or NBCa, $hlch need some discusslons, It is considerably dlfi€rcnt from the

tvoes noticed earller. These are the llstrous ware, as the Norhern Black Polished

ware, These shards are too small to fom 6ny shape. Beslde alongwith this black

pottery some postshards of Eey paste and slip also folnd,

4.10,1 ShortDescription

These are normally thln, havjng lustrous sudace carrylng grey to black colour, It

has ste€l lik€ quallty b€ca|jse of th€ nobble !rcll lavigated cl6y. The grey and

bumbed surface has sh'ne polEh4.

As far as the technlque of manufacturing is concemed, lt ls said that thes€

pad€ular pie€€6 w€re twlc€ bumished -once afte. tuming on wheel and then after

applying of coat. The finng was done in a reducing €ondition to a temperaturc$s.

IrTh. black polished shlrdr rron T.xila, Ch.tsrdd., Ud.gi.n, Hatii.pur aid oti.r doib sir6 brloig ro

962:4r-2. $fte14 ne nrm.d rh.$ shfuds & Nonhlm Brack pornh.d

di rorrh. sr.r$ vua, n L.rdoi Liboddr),.pdn



Its odgln ls not knownr Marshalt is of the opinlon, that NBP has G€ek odglns

While wheeler consialered it a lo(il imitatlon or as a local product of Ganga Jumna

4.10.2 Date

The mo6t lmportant phenomenon is lts date(s) as its oriqin the date(s) ls also

qu€stionable. The Gangetic origin propo6ed date is in1r €entury 8.C., which is

propos€d by whedea& but h€ also coln€d anothe. &te on the bases of doab

productlon between 300 - 150 B.ca39, On the other hand Marshall puts the date in

the foufth century B,c,3e B.B. Lal proposed the date for these NgP as flrst century

BC/ADre!

5o for thes€ finds arc from two dininct groups one b tne Ganga- jumna doab in

India and another is Gandha€ in Paklstan392 frcm Gandhara only flve sltes are so

far responslble i,e Taxila, OEEadda, Udlgrdm3e, Pir f4anakral394 and Gor

4.10.3 DisFibution

rq soh. rhrds fouid by &n $db. in 1997 itr pr M.ukii (Rdips) P
nbr .r NBP lhlds $ fir @y.Fd nli Godhd & v.ry linir.d



In the light of abole lnfomation of NBP, w€ can put Gor Khafree eadiest le!€l

fiom ftn ceftrry B,C to 3rd century LC but probably our one is a loaal intimabon

of the s.ytho-padhian pedod. ThE E llgnt grey in colour ard ha! no traditiona

black polished shine as nouc€d in NBP, in the sites mentjoned the prcceding pa€s.

Description of the lllustrat€d Pottery form Gol
Khutr€e.

P, FIg I
1. Thls is a bowl of'soapy red' wave whlch has notched cordon below the rlm.
2, It is a plece of rim of a large vassal of red ware, has Inclsed 2lg zag line, like

a dppl€d dm.
3. This is a rcddish ware wfi nppbd dm.
4. A butr-ware wlth sharply everd drn, as abov€ but the dm is witnout the

notcnin9,

P. Flg II
1. LaB€ bowl wlth cl0b dm has obllquely slashed cordon follo"led by a dot.
2, A carinated dlsh, €ddish ware carne6 saggar base,
3. as above but'soary red' w?r€.

P, Fig III
1, targe club-rlmm€d bowl of rcddlsh warc with obliquely slashed cordon.
2, This is a dlsh of red ware. Represents the vassal from the l4auryan level

were used as receptacles having llds. These are short height with a flat
base and sllghdy bulging. The fabdc has red clay, well l€vi$ted with
reddish slip on the extedor.

3. Sharyt eveded nm of rcddish ware.

P. Frg Iv
1. Smallcordoned vassalof red ware.
2. Thls is a groov€d bowl of red ware.
3. A cadnated bowl wlth saqgar base
4. It is a dish of buff ware with sagqar base.

1. A flanged shoulder massive jar of reddEh ware.
2. Club-immed'wavy line'bowlofa rcddish buff warc.
3. 'Tulip bowl' of red ware.

1. Cadnated bowl ulth tnfid pattem in black colour across tne dm.



2. As above but hatched triangles on the 
'1m.

P. Fig VII
1. A big jar wlth slashed cordon In cabl€ pattern
2. A cadmted bovrl wlth quadruple sEips on the rim.
3. As above but ihe pattem In change.

P. Fig VIII
1. A small bowl cordon on tie body.
2, Plaln sllghdy €onugEted vassal of reddish ware.
3, A small vassal with straight cainaton,

P. Fig rx
1. A very smallJar of bufi warc.
2. A fragment wlth lncised nshes shown veiically.

P. Fig X
1. A rcddlsh buff warc with frleze of enclrcle concentric siamps ananged in zig

2. Slmllar
3. Eowl with wavy llne, is of rcddish butr {'are.

P. Flg y\I

1, A dented red spouted pot with leaf decorauon in black colo|jr.
2. A €ddlsh lar with notdled triangular and line6 round the shoulder.
3. Similar but sbmp€d rcs€ttes under the llne6 and on the body.

P, Fig xn
1 Abuffja. chly stamped with notches aM ros€ttes in between th€ lin€s.

4.1lsmall Finds
The excalttions have also vl€lded, small flnds at the ancient slte of Gor Khattree.

It4ost of the objects are made of terracottar which is klln baked plain and

decoralive. Very few of the human fgudnes arc rcpoded. (See Flgudne) Among

the animal ngudne there are elephanq bulls, horses, camel and sh€€p. These are

already very common In the settlement sltes in Pakis€n. l4ost of these objeds arc

in fragmentary condltlon but theh detalls are not dlfficut for ldentlfication. From



the slte of Gor Khattr€e specimens of personal ornaments in terms of bangles/

mostly of terracltta are found, Uke the t€nacotta beads here again for bangles

the orlme favorite in all level ls very llmlted, uke other setuement sibes tenacotta

beads of all slzes and shapes are found, among them conical and biconical wlth

axlal hole bla€kjsh and reddrsh in cotour both big and small ar€ rcpoded. Some

has pin holed decordtion wnib some has Zg Zag lines etc Among the beads

prominent collarcd are also favorjte to the ancients of Gor Khatree.

oll lamps, preclous and semi preclous terrdcotta dists and other objecls are the

Rnds frcm the ancient site of Gor Khattree, Oil lamps are abandent frcm thls slte,

which are recovered from the later layers and levels.

For the small objects clay had been adopH due to ts easy availabllity and

plasuclty, as a suitable matenal for makjng smallfinds. (if not lmpofted).

4.11.1 Bulls

Th€s€ are onlv five in number with tlle same body features. All are coated wlth a

thick la)€r of €d slip with g€y painted lh€s, Then bgs arc solid and homs are

prolecthg upwards. These are carctully modeled and shows that head and tall

werc made leparate and then looted or lolned by tenon, before firlng.

4.11.2 Horses

Ont one ho6€ s@men repofted, ton $e KLrsnana level, it is with solid body

and erterier hai a treatrnent by the applicabon of a thick coating of grey slip, it is



crudely modeled wlth solid legs. It has an arched neck. Such type has alre.dy

b€€n reDord tor Taxilasr, charsaddas sheknan Dh€ri37 & Damkods.

4.11.3 Bangles

Bangles are found In fragmentary conditlon and are mosdy made of gl6ss, wlth off

white colour, some has bla€k and yellow shades, very few has blue glass, The

s€ctions arc oval in shape and are nat on tne hslcle and convo( on tlle out side.

Such types are very commonly reported from almost all tie setdement sit€s

4.11.4 Oil Lamps

A sizeable number of terra€otta oil lampsr Including small, medtuft and btg w€re

brought to repoft dudng the oca\rduon of Gor Knutuee, No slngle plece of stone

or other material forJnd, even from the Kushana lercl, Ther€ ar€ s€verdl venties

and shapes. All the lamps were recovered rrom upper lmpose layer and lrom the

Allth€ lamp6 arc fircd red and sign of lts i€quent use €n be seen, Anong fi€ tot

all canles llat bases h,t dttrerent h shape; ti€s€ are orp shap€d (shattow). heat

and ash tray type. Most of the lamps have straEm feafureless dm wlth clp arc

slanung, tape ng towards the botbom, Almost all are tinds from tayer 2 to 6 and

r'wh6rd chirgdd. t953: I t2

'"Rahh r96r.9: r55-r62, r70-t73lnd t6t



Its association in stlatlglaphlcal hodzon ls

Hindu Shahland l'4uslim periods.

B€side thls one camel, two elephants and

normal slzes and the manufactu€ system

found at the site,

4,11.5 Beads

lvlost of the beads are of terracotta, very few in stone and two only in glass, Two

are represerted by seni precious stone only. Here ag€ln varlous material was in

use flr manLfactudng (importing) b€ads. Tenacotb apparenuy happened to b€

th€ pdme hvodte probabt owing b lts eas"y avallablllty.

Most of tie terracotta beads arc biconicil and are hand-made witi axat-hote,

Some has ed slip decoraton wille some has ph-hole o. human nait top

de.oratjon, around the body, on either slde of th€ central band. In som€ crses

pin-hole decoration is conflned, around the conical end. Some are wieel tumed

also, has coated la)€r of sllp and grooved ckcte at the bottom.

In shape, some terracota beads have collar normally at on end, (top not bottom).

Such typ€ beads are already reported frcm many settlement sltes padicularly form

Cha6adda whlch ar€ datable form 5s to 2"d century BCs, atso from Shaikhan

Oherfm, .Iwo 
specimen from cor Khuti€e, whlch are, convex cone wtth grcoved-

bas€ asslgnable to the Scytho-Patlan level, akeady reported from Shatkhan

diffcut, but prcbably they belong to

one sheep, agaln in tenacotta, cani€5

seems llke that of horses and bull are



Dherfr. at Damkot lt is gtven a date fiom tr certury Bc to 1r century AD 277.

Conlcal beads among the tot are dated by wheeler to Zd to 4h cenfury AD{,

stone beads are small In stze. These have cavity axet hole most probably made

$ith help of a ddll. The axet hole suggests tt is made In a single operaUon iorm

one slde, not ftom both e.ds. No line or hole decoauon ts iound, noma y beaE

the nauinl color of tie matedal. Just one conlcal bead In grcen phgtitic schtst

4.l2Figurine

A few tenacotta femab ngudnes M€re bund ftom U€ cor-KlEttree o(cavations.

These arc made of snDoth w€tt-te{gated da, and have a dch rcddtsh cotour.

Among the human figurines on€ ts comtng iom tie (ushana t€,vet at Gor Khutt ee.

Thls is a vtoman seated or sbndtng in a nther uou$at pose, wtth short stunted

legs sp€ad apat The ngudne has ttrc handt boh rcsted on mouth. It ts sio$,n

wlth big belley, round appttque ey6 fadng b the vtew€r lvearjng a flat clp typ€. tt
ls dain, has no omamentauon; probabt coutd be a rttuat obJect, As for as anotner

human fgudnes ls concemed, it ts coming from the hdo-Greek levets at Gor

Khatuee,

Its mouth ls small and inconsptcuous wtth prcmlnent long applque eyes, the nose

odghaly was pr;hent (now bmk€n),



She wea6 two big eaFnngs wlth long hal. hang- down over q -Ihere a€ more

than four necklaces on neck and b he. left a flower over the head top. Lower

body det"ched and gone, but the arms are there and horizontally extended.

Particulady to this one, t}1e nickname ls glven by Meeler, as a dlsdnctt!€ group of

female figurines. whlch has long been known to chaftrtenze the frontier r€lion

and deserves the honour of a sobflqueld

4.13, The Description of Baroque Ladies Figurine

(Pt-28)

Human flgudnes ianrous as 8arcqu€ Lady were published by Ananda

Coomansvamys. The three o€mples presented are sald to have come hom

Peshawar di$nct and are assign€d as of Indlan in daracter, The similadty

betv/een ine pinched nose of ti€se figudn€s and certaln Harapan Flmale fonns6,

Led coomardsawafiry to the result that tenacoca ngurine belong to pr+l4aury"n

time of the se.ond Mellenlum BCs. Il thls ls the case then the Earooue lar,v

€covered at @r Khattse€ In 1992-3, can easily attsst the p€dod of Harapa (Indo

Valley Crvilization 2500 8C) or pre-l'4a!ryan Ume, not ont in Gor Khattree but

Peshawar in patlcular, Gandhara and PaKstan In generdl. Thls wlll cedainly push

back th€ hlstory of Peshawar to 2500 8C. D,H. Gordon poves many examples

aruued for a late date, whlch ls 200 8C to the 3d Century AD.407 reembled these

with the bone ngufine from Sl*ap fraxlla).

d An.nda Coom.rsBrhv in I92t,6e
-coonrsr*:ry, 192r. T.f.t6, No.tg &



Thls ls not all, the Baroque lady also has rcsemblance with tl€t of Indus valley

Rgudne alr€ady clted by Coomarsawamy, 1928, Corbau, 1937. Generally these

Rgurines have ornate headdrcss€s comprlsing of applied flowers with large eanlng

and applied necklace. The ornamentadon of these ffgurin€s has comparlson wlth

The Gandharan Baroque tadies / Mother goddess belongs to the seativity and

fertilit cult Thls tog€ther with tne heavy omam€nbtion of the tenacottas and

thelr 'Sarcque headdress slggests tiat tney are not odinary figurine of

female{o. Gordon also lden6fie6 the mother god&sses with that of Hadtl and with

tnat or Anaita and l4lthra, principle delte. of candhaE, spe€lally Introduced dunng

the Kushana tenure at Gandhara4lL,

Morume. Wheeler edabllsned date for these Baroque ladies re@ve€d from

Cha6adda in 1958 whidl is 250-1008Cd. Dani h his o{cavrtion at ChnEadda ln

1954 6ted these Baroque ladies as 250-l00BC. The Gor Khattsee Baroque lady is

a fresh exampb nom the old civ of P€shawar. which cari easily make a €a.€ wltit

the comparlson of Hardp6. Sirl(ap & Chalsadda.

The same cult was also practiced at Buddhlst sltes. Fedlllty goddess figurine found

In tie Archa€ological sltes is also assigned to the prchistoric tjmes{,.

s wh..r.r r962,r05 Drii l96i{6

'': ucto,r 963 ar$ s' Mitrd sii*tq 2ool : 19-22



4.I4 CONCLUSION OFTI{E O(CAVATIONS A D

EXCAVATED MATERIALS

Er(cawtions In Peshawar city have b€en compratlvely few; and these too, not w€tl

disbibuted. un0l recendy, over one pat of Cior Khuttre€ at P€snawar was probed.

Moreover, the accounts of early attempts are not w€tt recorded. (Uke Tehkal and

Shah ll kl Dehrl), so lt ls not possible to establish proper ltnk b€tween the obje.ts

exca!.ated at peshawar, and gtle a tlnal verdict at this sEg€, some cuttu€l

afnniues however sland out aM it js tiought de$reable to notice them at this

place,

In the light of tne above noted disausslon drawn from the excavationsr \4e can

iudge the importance of Gor Khs&ee. It of course att€sts some ot th€ events of

dlffrent dynastes llvlng at the dty. Accordlng to the excavator, the reserved

pushed the history or Peshawar to the Aciaemenian / Mauryan e|a up-to the

8iftish p€riod. He also thlnks, that pedaps a branch of dver Bala F€ssed through

lhe w€stem half of the Gor Khutbee, at ti1e lmes when candhara had been a part

of Ur€ great Persian and Maurydn enplres. This he said on the bases of thick

€ddish alluvlal clay.lu This strcngtheft the theory of Dant and others, who

lo<ated the Eara ver, almost in tie vtdntty of Gor Khatuee.4il The succe€ding

phas€s of the Indo4rceks, sqtho-Parthians, Kushanas, the Hindu shahi, the

Islamic, and the Edtish pedod yielding c€ramics and otner arEfacls atong with a

'r' D.ii 199s, 17,23,2r.trd5r



large number of cDins, very

of the ancient P€shawar.

Frcm colns chronology chart,

proves the presence ol marry

much connm the presence of thes€ rulers on the soil

whlch were recovered faom Gor Kiuttree anctent site

historlcll rulers at Peshawar in succession.

Stillr besld€s colns. the pottery typ€s and beracotas yidded by tnat season are

ldeal for comparisons with Taxtta, Eala His.r, Dhed Shaikhan aM other earty

hlstofic, medleval and Islamic pertod sttes excavated jn peshawaFt4ardan basln

and elsewhe€ In Pakistan. The data recovered from Gor Khattree demonstrated

the pal?llel growth of Pesha[€r, wtti Taxtta, Pushkatavatti (Cha6adda), tyanakai

and Plr Manal(lal (Hanpur) and Aka (8annu).

The oca\rauons also proved that Htndu Sh3his shjfted therc capitat ftom p€6hal^/ar

to Hund. Thls we can say on the bas€a of scarctty of their ateiacts, llterary

solrces and antiquity dlsawered at Hund recendy,

Arnong tie c€ramlcs, in addiuon to the platn and decorated pottery of the Islamtc

pedod, gla2ed v€ssels and the Jar ins.ribed with t rt (Fig )OO0 inscdption along

wlth a few ftagnpnts of srnalt Jars wlth stmilar insoiptions sbnd prominent4rs

Finally the dab €covered is very thought provokjng, genelatng some vibt tdeasr

in term of the commercial and cultural mprtance of peshawar throughout the

history, and rE nnks with other contemporary toMs,ii.



Once Jftr dgity rirsdord: 'But the! mllt b€ mJdl rm|e thar maab Ole ey€.

Vtirn U. uEaltr dllt ll€ bodd b.ndr th. nEuxb tltt wnfi hs! drd UE|e b

ui.rth€d .nd irrt adbh b |tssti sctiEq |nry iu! rtdt €pod6 ol

l|id|' ttby rlll ba llftrraEEd. To tna lutdrts oa Indan Hfuy pe.l5|Er b

fr.rl of |rc|!af.'rt

la5



Chapter 5

5.1

GENERAL CONCLUSION

Cultural Prcfile of
Archaeological Resea

Peshawal
rrh.

Based on the

Peshawa. remarkably rich in archaeologtcal remains of historical hter€st des€rv€s

the reputation it enFys. This ls found h the fom of Hindu & Buddhist s.ltptur€s,

colns of various kingt inscriptjons and pottery, on the one hand; and ancient sltes

and hlstorical monuments on the other. Thls cultural material is both seqllar and

rellglous In nature. We do not know moch of monuments of the Hindu pertod,

o(cept for thek names, as described by travelers or rnentioned by other witers,

It ls dear that most of the artistic and archtteaturdl w€alth. of which Peshawar

could legitimately f€€l prcud of, has b€en lost but once the "Pageanr that was

Peshawar. As Peshawar ls very clos€ to the Khybs Pass In Paklstan and being th€

polltcalcentre ofthe past invaclers, it is no surprise tiat it has lost .!|any thtngs,

In archaeological research, not much work had b€€n done over here/ as conpared

to otier sites ln Gandhara, it has been neglected and only a few site6 probed so

fat.

Ifl this connectlon the first site €ame to lime light is aanamani, situat€d west of the

Peshawar City, rrom where in 1836 t4.A Cour dts.o!€rcd, and reootud, BrDnz€



and pilaster statues, whlch to him were 6re remains of very anciert Indlan statues,

He also rcported the lndlan and Baclian coins frDm this vldnity.'rB

The nch cultural heritage of Peshawar s€ems to contlnue to th€ pr€sent day

wiurout any break. The constructlon of religious monuments like stupas and

monastedes are amongst the important structural remains. The site of Tehkal Bala

ls the creatlon of tie 2id century A,D. Thls site €ontahed Euddhist statues and

otier remaht repoftd E nrcre tian 8 excavdtors in the Bntish / gkh penod.

Eesjdes the Tehkal site, they also reported over a dozen sites ln the vicinity of

Tehknl, lncluding those at the lslamia Coll€ge Peshawar and under the Pushto

ac.demy bullding at th€ Univers,ry of Peshawarar'. (please s€e Tehkal in ch€pter

IID

Another Buddhlst site is the shahjiKj Dehri, which was brcught to light by the

excavator in 1907-9, 1910-11 and 1912. Numerols archaeologlcal lnformauon.

came frcm f s site, Besldes the architecture ofthe stupa/ pottery speclmen we€

also repord. Th€ rnost remarkable anuquity in Peshawar (from Shahjl-K Dehri) is

the Shah Jl-Ki Dheri reliquary of King Kanishka. Thls also yielded thrce pieces of

hls bon€s over which the tallest stupa of tne Sub-con0nert was built by

Kanlshka"o. This stupa ls mentjon€d by the Chinese Pllgdms who vlslH it in the

flfth, sjxth and seventh centurles of the chrlstian era. (see shahji-Ki Dehrl)

The exci!€tions at Gor Khuttree attested vado$ €hapters of Peshawa/s history

on one hand/ while some impodant antlqultes cam€ to hand on the other,



The r€cover€d antlqlltles in the fom of porcry of vaious dynasties support€d by

tieir colns, th.ow llght on the cultural hedtage of Peshawar. It proves the

presence of Indo Gre€ks, SqAo-Parthlans, Kushans. Hlndu Shahis and l'luslim

There w€re tenecotta male and female flgu n€5 found ln Gor Khut!€e The most

important Is tl|e barcque lady fgudne, It has two Rosettes in the hair (One ls

misshg) wlth two broad necKaces, and blg ear dngs Thls also has pro_tufient

eyes, This ls made of srnooth well-levlgated clay and has a rich redlsh color,

8arcque lady is a nickname given by Wheeler to a distnctive group of female

figudnes whidr have a long asso.iatlon wlth the Frontier.4" (Please s€e Baroque

lady on pag€ 151). Thls terEcotta flgu ne ls assigned by the excavator to the

Soy'no.Parthian Pedod. Another ten€cotb ngurine collected hom the Kushana

level at Gor Khuttree is a remarkabb nnd. {se€ the d€scripton on page 150)

5.2 Flaws and vacuums in pr€vious res€arches

The archa€ologi(al research in tenns of o(cavauons exploration, €porting and

documentation; is very sensltlve wo*. Once if any archaeologlcal site ls excavated

unsclentlffcally or wlth raw hands; 'the slte has destroyed for eve/, no pow€r 0n

tlle earth can restore lL You can €onsEuct na/v buibings far beter than beforc bot

can not reconstsuct the archaeologi€al slte or monument ln the sam€ context, if

rDughly excavated, The unsclentific technlque of excavatlon causes great darnage



One example can be clted ln this conn€ctjon is of GeneGl K€sher Shamsher. In

1933-9 he conducted the major works of excavation of the ruins in Lumbiri and

€xposed the strucFrc thrcugh levellng method which rcsult€d ln many subsidiary

monuments !o be (UEn) demolished.l"

In P€shawar, Shah-jikl-Dheri the famous Kanlshka stupa slte, was not excavated

{ith tull atbentiofl and mlny quesdons, thereiore, rcmatn€d unanswerd. The

reason was yarlols dutles of spooner; the o(cayator at dlfferent pads of the

Province/Ckde, of whlch he was incharge. tlssot writes, \ Spooner was incharge

of the Archa€ological survey of tfie so -called Fronter Cirde, but atso ot the

varjous works relat€d to resea.ch, carc and repalr olanclent monuments, and his

tasks were varled and enormous. After the 17o March 1910, Spooner teft for

Ca'c1^ta t?nsporting the rellcs of the Buddha, dis.overed the year beft.e in

P€shawar, and that were due to a Buddhlst monastery ln Ceylon. In Glcutta he

studied the GandhaE coll€ctlon of the Indtan t4useum, but the destny of ttre abte

cMl servant of the Edtish RaJ was etsewtprc: he was transfened to the Eastem

Circle, and Gandhara went out of hts [fe,1,3 She atso rcpofted that the owner ot

the land of Shah-ji-kl-Dhed cr€ated obsta€les. Since the owner of Ule site of Shah,

,i-ki'ohe Gised objecuons to his condnuing the €xcnvations there, he abandoned,

wellagalnst hiswlll, this stte to 90 to Sahd gahoot.a,r

Anoti€r problem was rneagre tund at Spooner disposal and sa)s \he work was

begun on the 9e of D€Gmber 1909 and continued urttt the 76 of t4arch 1910 the



tolal cost being 2807-15-10 rupies, which B6s very ktndly put at my disposat by

tne Director @nerd of ArlEeolo€y4,5".

'llssot further informs us about the tseaunent don€ wih the re@vered antiquities

dunng tne res€arch. She says, 'tn 1962 when she asked !tr. Shahkoor curator of

the Peshawar l'lus€um" inquirtng about the odgln of the pteces of s.utpture, fixed

0n Ue wall and In the cas€s wtth btg metat groves, or tytng on the floor of the

upper galle es, he told me. On the teft stde they come from Takht-iBhai, on the

dgnt side, they.come flom Sahn Bahtol .... Thts Ether amazlng ctassification was

the original one, from Sle Ume when the pleces of S.utptLrre came from the sites

in bulloc*-carts or even on the back of camels, ciravan tike.

I soon came to know of the frrst cltatogue by spoone. that as not a real

"All the sculptures in the museum, further more, had been numbe,€d

cons€cuuveh b€ginning in tn€ nght hand galery upstats. It is to tie pr€fjsion of

tnis numbering that I first hud mysetf when tooktng oLrt for spectfic pie€es frcm

Sahri Bhalol,l'z7 She further says, '"fhe excavaflon began in the drastic method of

those far aw6y times, but Spooner had the pdceless tdea, of havang a plan made

by th€ dGnsman and Photographer of the teamrtrs whlch means the o(cavator

relied on the drallsrhan and Photogrdpher.

Another calse was that the s€at of th€ Archaeotogical Suru€y quarters was in

calcutta and tiose who work€d In Peshawar were Just renjgees for the o(cavation

d AsraR Fmdid cicr? t9o9- l0j2



work,la She In a place infoms thalt 'Slr Au€l Steln always to!€d the so-calted

North west Provlnce, and which havlng some rest, In between hls travels, he llved

in Lahore and went for short holid6ys to Kashmll",i3o

Loewential hlmself €corded "No systematlc attempt at openinq any of the

motnds aboundlng in this region has yet been made.'rr In on€ place Erlnqdo.r

reco(ls tiat one was Dhvsidon docior r,vho excavdted in Tehkal.'r2

h the light of the abo!€ not€d idcts, the o(cavation work was not properly

conducted almost lacking sclendflc methods and te€hniques even not based on

solld folndatlon, The Tehkal excavatlons also have many flaws, no proper reaord

is avallable, t€cause the €xcavatoE w€rc from the civil work depatment of the

Punjab Prcvlnce'3 (See also repot) In Bana l.lari some unlmovm sit€s w€re also

menuon€d. After indep€ndence modem research rork in the ancient Peshawar

also has vacuums and lacklng facillties, for €xample, The excavator of Gor

Xhutrce wlshed to excavate Dhakl Nalbandi first and Gor Khutt ee lat€r but the

former slte was occupied by modem bulldlngs, he saysa3a'5he questlon that one

is conlronted with is, where could \4e establlsh a comprehensive cultural prcflle of

thls great clty, which has witn€ssed the fluctuations of fortun€s or the royal

dynasties 6nd merEhants of South and Centnl Asla sJnce anuqurty?



Presently, In my oplnlon, only two locatlqns (occupyng $e hlghest posltlon within

the wall€d city) can yield such a proflle, Thes€ are Dhaki Nalbandi south of Lidy

Readlng Hospltal near the old Elephart Gate, and Gor Khuttree at tie eastern end

of Bazare-Kalan (l4ap-Xl) commonly known as Tehsil today. The latter serues as

resewe police and fire brigade headquarters ln addlton to the revenL€ rccord

office. Of these Dhaki Nalbandi Is totally occupled by mod€m buildings. The choice

then naturally falls on Gor $uttree, for it still has an extensive courtyard

p€rmitting arciaeologlcal research and would prove to be a granary of infomation

€garding the ongin and gradual €volution of Peshawar Clty,'r3s

Another problem which made the lnfonnation very shon and inslfficient, that

within 70Ox700 sq.feet area only 60x40 ftet ( ln the 1992-3 season excavation)

was permittd for excavauons. Thls was the police (shce 1912) which occupies

the premls€s, and allo\l|€d tie excavdton team in a very limiEd area.* The

second constraint was, according to hlm "limitadons of Ume and tunds, the

completion of th€ &ep trench, As a result at the deptn of 48 feet and 5 inches the

bench b€Gme so small for excavaton thtt lt \ 
"s 

not possible to work fudher and

the op€rations had to be abandoned before we coud reach to the virgin soil".ar7

In spite of the fact that this "site has dch cultural lnformatlon but could not reach

to a logi€al concluslon due to tiese above noted constrdlnts,

The excavator admlts that the earllest three layer, 18-20 expos€d in a very limit€d

area. "thereiore short-comlngs are there133,



In the excavation of 1995-6 season tie excivator could not reach beyond the

lslamlc pedod level. Though he setected retattvety targer area, 30x30m near the

eastem gateway and oppo6tte to the shadt Ha . Agatn he satd , 8ut t ls going to

take us mo€ time and cost htgher than the budgetary allocation.$.

In ti€ conduslon of the pretlmlnary report he ls ag6h of the opinton that, " As

evident ftom the foregolng dlscusslon tt ls dmo. t to draw anv tinal conctuston of

the vlork canjed out so far, at Gor Khutt€e, for, as already sbted our oD€Gton in

1992-3 rcnained Incoftlusiv€ because of space thitaton", He further sat's that

'the eason belng ihat the two trencnes btd In 1992-3 had strong concentradon of

garu69e dumps and plts and a very ftw p6daly presen€d structures4o

Reports lor theseason 1992-3 and 1995{ not yet plblsfied the prelmin.ry l€porr

In hands contalning no prcper drawing photoEapfis, The Dtrccb;t€ of ArEeaotogy

& |l|useulns. GovL of NWFP under the dynamic leadersntp of Ftol Dr. Ihsan Ati

condnued the rcsearch wo* at Gor Khutb€€ Wth tutttut rcsults, possibty he witl

ttlo tn€ Urcin sotl In fuw years ot colrunuous e(@vadons.

As far as the departrnent of Arhaeology and Museums, GovemrEnt of paktstan

exclvauon {ork on the slte of T€hkal ts concemed, no proper report or data i5

available, tl|ey Just clearcd the debds teft by th€ art seekers.



8€side the above noted shortcomings In tie exptoration & excavationsr rendered in

Peshawar, particulart the o(cal/ations conducted befor€ the partition in Gandhara,

can be dMdd into two sbg€s, ln tie nrst phase the candhara sbdies rcceiv€d a

great set-bact dght hom the b€ginnlng. It is a manner in which malority of tle

earlier dlscoveries we€ made, recorded and disbibuted. All eadte. discoverers _

Elphlnston, Courl VentuE, Masson, Hontberger, L€ttner, et€. were m€n of dubious

character, suspected of esptonage and ln any case were not professional

archaeologists, art histortan & even slmply htstortans. The€e adventlrers and

tlavelers dld clandestine dtgging for colecthg curios and work of arts ror bking

tnem back to their r€specli!€ countd€s for more lucrawe purpos€. They s€tdom

bothered to giv€ any debled descdption of tie buitding they excavated or

distJt€d and h€nce "rEtedats w€re consequenty wantjng to from any precis€

nodon of thelr structure of position, These eadi€st digqers/cothctoE opened ontv

stupas and extracted whate!€r they coutd hy thek hands on".+l

The beginning of arEhaeotogtcdt studles was made by non-Drofessionats and in

non-professional wa)s with least regard br sctenuRc lnformation, ,.In most cases

me sites were disturbed much to the deMment of future scientific digging",4,

In tie second stage, the story is again not ros€ colored, and very much

sltuatjon dang€d when punjab provtnce atongwith Fronoe. areas annex€d to

Edrish rute in 1849.

::lilukfl,r3', *5& w,*,,.' ""a",,,



The Buddhlst stupas and monastertes once agatn became the focus of thelr

plundedng. BLrt thls tlme these w€re not the ad!€nturers and expto.€ls In dtsguis€

but the high and low of the ranks in Govemm€nts servtce and thetr agents as wetl

as the Sapp€rs and Nllnels who engag€d themseh,€s on atmbst every known

mound and stupa,{r What is more lamentable ts the fact that everal sites we€

excavated again and again by dtfferent padj€s,s And to make confusion more

confounded, finds from a stngle stte, or film a slngte eason at a site, w€re

divided and s€nd to ditrerent destinatons.{5 The record acconpanying these

dispatdes was seldom comptete and upto tie mark, The result is that the basic

stratigraphlcal data or entre dab of indivtduatsttes whtch coutd have hetped us in

rcconstructjng the hlstory of candhala art has been tost,s

5.3 Recommendations for further Research

The span of llfe of the Gor KhattsEe could be much long€r tfian the avallable data,

abo not reaci€d to tie viEtn soit, whlch needs morc research in terms of

etc?yations. some of tie sblcrJles exevared jn these !,enches arc lacking to

make Chlonologlcal framework. The onty deffnite associauon of some of the

sbudure can be based on the pottery and cotns, To be very frdnk the Dr€.ise

natu€ of Gor Khattse€ ls yet to be ascertained,

"'F.lgu$ioi, l9to: 2lo& 2t4

-'crunv.d.r, rt0t. 3r & K.iv. l9?9: t7



Flndlngs from Gor Khattree tuggest that the€ were commercial activities whtch

attest the nature and lo€ation of thls clty, The site of Gor Khattree so fdr

excavated is rich in SlrrcE€s and padculady In ceramlc but qulte poor in house

hold small finds. and in @ins @. Further excavEfon is unavoidable.

As far as the other archaeologlcal sltes in Peshawar are concerned they

accommodate modem buildings or decl€ad pd\€te and public propedies. Tne city

has failed to attract attentlon of the scholars, The reason for the same ts

insufflclent exca!"tions on the sltes, Peshawar fails to present its cutturdt heritage

that once flourshied, The contemporary ctty stte of Peshawar stitt awaits to b€

exclvated prcp€rlyr s.ienoflcally and extenslvely (see Gor Khuttsee excivatjons

1992-3 & 1995-1996) edensive exc.vations at otirer sltes in the city are now

ahost impossible. The only choice could be Tehkal 8ala, as it is und€r the control

Kanlshka's stupa Mhara; also needs b b€ searched and investigated, Only

concetted efforts of devoted persons are needed. What is the dire need at

Peshawar city is to loc.te tts settlement slte6, whidt acted as subsistence base for

[s nounshment? The setuement sites atone cln hetp us build a rerlabte f€mework

toth for chrcnologkal sequences as !o when a new ethnic sociat, potitjcat or

lingulsuc elen|€nts pen€fated and affi our sodety and how u'le mosatc of

changlng pattems elolved both in respect of time and space.



S!ll, fttsh a(cllatons and morc researdEs, botr witi new objedives h mhd, arc

ne€ded. We have seen in llssot &scdp6on som€ shortcomlngs In tie explanatlon

of sculptures in Peshawar l4useum, whlch also need some wo*, Prol Dr, Ihssn

All, the prcs€nt Ur€ctor of A.cheaology & ltlus€ums GovL of NWFP has already

sbftd tnls academlc a/odc lt ls tEp€d Biat many poinE dadng b the odgln,

oca\ab.s - Ume frame and r€lated facto.s will b€ brcWht to tl|€ notce of

schola6 and rcsead€rs. Th€ rccowr€d mrterial n€€ds to be iJtier dasslf€d

hto slch e@odes. sull. what ls mo€ lmportant ls to study Gandhald ad not

slmply ts a $ulptural art or Euddhlst art as hltherto done, (s€e pag€ nssot 15&

9) but as Dan of Gandharan Clvlllzadon as a whole and not in isloation,



CONCLUSION

The change, which cost Peshawar anclent characteristic. came very rapidly.

Peshawar ls one of the anclent llvlng cltles in the whole South Asla, About 50 years

ago, Peshawar seemed a dltrerent clty rooted ln anclent times.

Peshawar was used to be a walled clty wlth 16 gates bullt odglnally by Skns & its

cunert brlck structure was blllt in early 19m Century by Bdtlsh. The gates used to

be dosed at 4 p,m. and no oltsider \,vas allowed to stay for a nlght within the

wall€d city without prcper p€rmlsslon fiom the authonties concemed. With rcgad

to the dean environmenq P€shawar had b€en a dean city up to 1950. lvlost of the

houses were made of clay with wooden celling, provided with glass & miror work

of which the Sethi Houses are tie best o(ample. After partition or Bdtish lndia into

Pakislan and Bha6t on August 15. 1947, the public and the political leadeE of

P€shawar both did not pay attendon for the l6ves of udan planning of the city.

Cons€quentt p€ople liMng in tne adFcent areas of P€shawar €ity construded

shops and houses without g'etung prcper pemission fiom the autnority €oncemed.

Thus, slowly and gradually the wall crumbled or demollshed and the gates were

removed. However, only two, Sar Aleya and Sard Chah gates with a portion of the

ancient wall to the South of the clty were lefr Intact.

In addition, without proper munlclpal plannlng, the clty of Peshawar gave blrrh to

a lot of problems for its inhabltants, The rur6l and tdbal arcat people migrated

Inbo the cltv for work, educahor, llvlng and other social sector faa ltes. As such,



the ecolog, archaeotogy & artiqutty of peshawar w€re aove|s€V afte.ted. The

dch people left $e city and conshucted modern hous€s outsid€ the clty premtses.

Ivlany new colontes were constructed, The flrst such cotony was Nishta€bad, .nd

then came the cut B€har and so on. Untversity Town and Hayahbad are the best

examde ol'such cianges. wlth thes€ changes, the anuquity of the peshawar city

Peshawar was once a clean ctty wtth a sma nunber of p€opte tiving in it 1his

situauon has rotally changed in tie tast llfty years or 50. The influx of tribats

surcunding of the people from the rural and poputaton to the city overcrowded

Peshawar, At the sam€ time, ttre mtsman6g€ment and inefficiency of th€ city

govemhents resutted in the declne of fE city envionment, As mentioned beforc

in this disserb0on, the culture of peshawar was at (ts renith in the eady forties of

the 20d Century. 8ut as the cnange has i! for every nse ti€re ts a fd[ and tiis is

what it is prop€dy in lne Wth the s.ie;e of theodes and pEctic€5 of the past

that the fall of the cuttwes and civ izaton of peshawar occuneo.

The P€shawar locat tanguage Hindko got conupbed wtth Urdu and pushto

language6. Slowty peshawar changed into a modern crty. The oveMhetmlng

majodty of Peshawar dweltels had thetr pr+partiuon curure synonymous with that

of Lucknow. That synomymtty of the two cultures has been eroded. Ivlost of ihe

hi*oncal houses are demolshed and reptaced by new mooern nous€s, ptazas and

boulevards with huge bulldings. The sireets, alongwm tneir names and width



remdned tlE same as w€re In tfi€ Dr€-oaltuo{l urlre but d|€ l€sldents and tleir

FddEons b€meidousv dang€d. Hov€\€r. tew old houses ln the same area are

sUll ElUng the story of the ardeot Peshafar l.e. the Sett hous€s tn Mohalla

seu an. the houses h Dhaki llalbandl and tne ones near Sabzi Mandt and grafa

Eazar at€ soll talkng of the pan gbry of Peshamr.

witn passage of dme, mon of tle antiqulty (of tte t6lled dty) was desbo!€d .nd

varlor|s shopplng ceoleE y€rc consoucbed fu the ne€d of th€ growtng populaton

Wtnh and outsHe the dty, all by dernotlshtng tne htstodc archttlqtrrc.

Th€ \n6ll of the clty was demoll$€d In mo61 d the areas. The love6 of peshawar

llke Dr. Danl, Dr. S. Amlad Hussaln, Dr. Dunanl and Dr. Ihsan Att have b€€n

stdvlng hard b keep tie clty culture InE, wttlch must be appreclated. Hor,vev€r,

"change" ls sonEthing in€ylbble & natural, whkh uttmatety tak6 ptace In q,/ery

spnere of llfe but y,e need to act fder to preser\€ & ptorect the rcmatnlng glory

of the dty of Peshaw6r.

It is $ggested that tl|€ rcmatntng buldtngs of htsbricat stgntflc.nce. aNqutty and

arbldcts of the anclent Pe6ha$/Er mun be p€seryed. The over 2500 yeaE oU

monum€nt, 'PanJ Tirath" had ti€€n a sacred ptace for Hlndu. The Htndus from

A&hanlsbn and the rsnote aEas of lr|dta used !o cofi€ here for consolauon,

they us€d b tatc bath in tl1e ponds ard lhe water of tts w€llt M,hkh was a source

for h€alh Uealnent to them. Atso, the Buddhisb us€id to corne here as here one

located the alm bo/vl whtch wa6 a soorce of sntisfaction to !hem. afrer



independence in 1947, the Govemment converted those sacred ponds into

Hatchery and the tombs were used as stores on the sites towards th€ G, I Road.

In addlton, In a blg portion of PanJ nrath, an orphanage and huge butldlngs of the

Sa ad Chamb€r of Commer€e and lndusty w€re constructed. Thts comptetety

cover€d the famous Panj llrati from tie ey€s of tfie history lovers, On the other

nand, the l.4unicipal Corpodtionr on dle pretext of beautification of ftshawar,

grabbed a big piece of tiis sacred land and conveded it into "chacha younus

Park', At present, the sad€d tombs of PanJ Tirath a€ used by the gardeners of

the Park as stores. The rest of the Panl Tlrath ls occupied by tand glabbers who do

not allow any one to enter tiere and get a snap or photograph of thb monument.

Because of the neglig€nce of the govemment, tnb 2500y€ar otd t4aha Baha€t

monument i5 factually extinct. The .Gor Khutbe€", is on decline, i6 gates and

antiqulty eroded, Sljch precious monlment has not b€€n preseNed by the

successive go\€rnments. In the recent past (lr4arch 20, 2000), the Gov€mor NWFP

ordered to convert the open space of Gor Khut!,ee into a publtc pa*, The

monument or Koda l{oshin Khan was not p.op€dy pres€rved, which witt soon be

odncl The "Laikha Da aza" (wdnen gate) witn tne colrrtesy of peshnwar

Mus€um was removed in siape of stab and preseN€d in Fre Museum, However,

the gate tiom its odginal place has vantsh€d. The famols Kaniska's strpa (Shah-ji-

kl-Oheri), which ls only four kilometer ftom the Lrho cate in the city of Peshawar

is also a neglected placer encroa€hed by the land gEbbers and no sign of tt can be



If Gorak Nath Oebl, Assamyee t€mple and magnificent hous€s of S€ttis are not

pres€rved, $erc wlll be no more sign of these anuquitles on the sudace ol the

earth and as suci no sign of anclent P€slEwar will rermln.

At present, we can only imagine about th€ stupa bullt by Kanlshka at his capital

Peshawar (200AD). Hluen Tslang gave us details of its grandeur, this is also

mentioned by Fa-Hlan and Srrng Yun In their Favels. Abu Rehan wites about it

when he visited PeshaMr in 10{0 AO. He had seen this great stupa on a high

mound. At present, nothing is haceable about thls 750feet (22875 cm) high stupa

but some sketches and tsaditions and bufled ruins (undeqrcund) remain.

Thls work finds that the language of ancient Peshatrtr €ulture was Prakjt and tl€

sarlpt was Kharoshd, writt€n from dght io left, as is s€en from the documenb of

that !me. Lter, Perslon and Hinditook lts place. But the fln€st creation is s€en In

aft, exposed in the beautiful producion ol stucco soilphires and models. when

such innlmerable products of Gandhard art are surveyed alongwith the desercd

rulns of stupas and monasteries and standlng mounds of burled clles and towns,

one cannot do any thing but to see the rlchness of the counvy and the spirit of tn€

culturc that must ha!€ stided the imaglnation of tlle people to make best of the

wealth which that age had bmuglt to $em.



According to P.ofessor Duranit excavauons at cor Kiutb€e In 1992, he found

dch & laluable antlqulty of the city of peshawar for the fi.st Ume in history. The

expos€d layers yleld€d aftefacis datable from the B tsh down to the tast ohase of

the Achaemenian and l'4auryan p€nods of tate 4h and eart 3d century BC. IL

thus, pushes the archeological htstory of peshawar to the p.e.Kushana times and

exposes late A€haemenianr t4auryan, Indo-cr€€k and sqdho-patrthian pedods,

whlch needs to be preseded,

On€ is perufted by the grcss negligence (with regard to the socio-econornjc and

polltical value of sljch culture richness) of the govemment to.have not a€ted

propedy in preseMng tie ich and htstodc culture of paklstan and due to thls

neglect cultural hediage of the past has atmost yanished, The remnants of oor

unlque history art archtte.trrc and heftage, if prcserv€d, wi bnng p,osp€dty,

wlde intemational recognltlon, commerce and trade, and above all, wll encouGge

national and International toudsts, thus bnngtng not onty fame to the clurtry blt
will also ehance the economy. By preseMng our heritage, $e are not doing much,

Dut to safequard our hlstory, which is not only our morat duty as a na0on, but a

legal obllgation under UNESCOT Chader.

We hope, that ti€ ongolng exGvations at Gor Khutue, peshawar under the

Dirertorate of ArEhaeology & Museums, Gov€rnment of NWFpr headed by prot

(Or.) Ihsan Ali {my supervisor) conunues, whici, in the optnlon of ti€ authe., s

the only site holdtng the key to the orjgtn, devetopment and declr.e ot the civ of



P€sha$,ar. we pray, d|at d€se orcayatons rcach d|e vrytn soit (its togic.l

condusbn), tnus compteting this ntsstng chapter of $e history of this ancient

llvlng city of South Asia, peshawar.
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APPENDICES

Cunnirghan t{en6om B€llow Excavadon in Tehkal P.y.n:
Haslett the leader of the teah at Tehkal Bala under the PunJab Govemment 1875-

6 seasons dc.vation identifi€d thre€ mounds, mound A (70 f€€t)/ mound B (35.40

feet) and mound C (15 fe€t) jn he8ht,

The Shopola stupa (|(hybel), the stupa under tne modem building of Pushto

Academy, UniveEity of Peshawar and boh or mor€ than that Euddhist

establlshment are rcport to the north qf the old.ramrud Road, Probabty onty

stupa, which is repod to the south of the old J.mrud Road, is found in front of

Islamja Colleg€ Peshawar (probably near 8!i Hani Sing). Anoher was tet€ted by

the authoritl€s of Islamia Colleg€ (pmbably already excavated by a company of

sappels and Mine6 ln 187f7. H.sl€G atso confim its location. His Eport

€fiafted by €nington .s follows:

" fte stupa is crucifom in plan, and appar€ntly consisted of a podium, 118 feet

sqra€ at bas€, with a fllght of steps €xt€ndlng from the cenhe of each of the four

sides. The extant structure i5 divided into two tiels. The low€r t€rrdce appeaE to

have compds€d a s€rier of lndo{odnthian pilasteu posittoned 3 f€€t apart on a

narrcw plinth. The morc subctantial plinth of th€ upper teffac€ is atso stitt visibte

in the twentieth c€ntuy photogEphs, whlle detalls of the strlcture abde Ois are

tsidix B, hn 2, Hsr.ft ddrios wi



suppli€d by Haslett. Hls section dnwlng of sallent angle W. X. betw€€n the w€5t

staiMay .nd the stupa base shows tiat the pDj6tjon plinth of tne upp€r terc
m@sred 4 feet in heighl the hansltlon irom this plinth to the podium abde

being etrect€d by a llne of architectuEl molding 3 feet 3 Inches In height.

Approxinately 3 feet of the podium tbalf still suruived, its facade belng again

de.oGted wlth pllast€rs. r the odgimt height of rhese pitasteE is catclltated ar a

miniDum or.bout 5 fe€t and allowafte ls made for anoth€r line of architecrrral

moulding above them, this provides an esdmaled total height of at least about ls

fe€t for the podium. Presumably tle circular drum of the stlpa was centred on

top or this slructure; 20, 25 feet of the core ol the dome must thus have stitl

exisled in 1875 for the mound to be dle sp€ciat h€ight of 35 - ro feet. Hastett

excavated lnb tne moun4 but h€ says only that this p@vEd it to b€ a sotij

structure, Yilled in with mud and small stones b€hind tne outer watls's!, and no

att'ernDt was made to trace the actual clrcumference of the drum.

Exc2vdti6n thrc{gh the c€nt'e .ore of the stupa in 1916 was morc successJut, for

a relic chamber measuring 1 foot 9 inch€s square ms discovet€d at a d€pth of 6

fe€t 5 inches below th€ sufdce of olounds. Ihis contains nve copper coins of

Vasud€va, It thus seems to be prlmary deposlt, contempoEry wlth the oiginat

condruction ol the stupa. It prc{lse po6ldon in relation to the outer stucture of

tne building ls not dear film U|e texL but a dep& of 6 f€et 6 inches b€lou/ rhe

sufa€e as it appears ln the photognphic record (pta!e. III) impties that the rctic

q P Hd m .o D.eJq conr"dn t3- D.c.atEt n1s, p"rtdb 6an4rya
au4E, srwhdd lf tto,eh ta16,239



chamber was pra€ed appro(lrnately tevet wlth the jundjon between tne two extant

tiers of th€ silpa bas€menl

The stupa is sald to have stood on a bdck platrorma5o. Presumabty tiis means that

the sunounding cou.tyald pav€m€nt was of bnck. Th€ m€,tnod us€d in

consvuclng !|e stupa ibelf appears ro ha!€ b€en a co.e of rubbte, faced witn

outer walls of diaper masonry in th€ usuat way. Haslen de*ribes this as.targe

block of varied stone (G6nite, timestone an a r€d shaty stone), the inteEtce.

betwe€n which aE fill€d in with horimntatshbs or states ftlm i?1 to r inch hick,

!€ry car€rully fitted and lald in mortnr.

she also .ompa€s th€ seml dlap€., semi ashtar nisonry with Kanju. at Tahkal

wih Ta)dla sites fo. whidr Mauhall assigned Kushana date 1. cenrury A.O. The

sculpturc recovered frcm 0le slte of Tahkat show rhat the stte was atso once richty

decorat€d with Gandhara rellefs of equat qlantity to thos€ from betler pr€.€rved

sites such as Takht-i-Bahi and Jamatcafti.

Haslett also infonn us abolt Iehkat (Mound C) of votive stupa, monastic

esbbllshment for o(ample a raised v€Gndah and cels a cen!"at quadnngte with

iour smaller courts, a ass€mbly hatt, ref€clory , kitchen none rooms a drainage

from a bathrcom etc. like that of Bhamata and DhamaEjika frcm Tax a.

Gadct repot€d a stupa site n€ar Burj Hani Singh about a quader m e distance

frcm th€ modeh Peshawar University Dotice station. To some Ganick idenltied



sit€ is th€ on€ which ls now under the modem building of the Pushto A€ademy

which ls wrcng, because thls slte is to the north of the police station (also frcm old

lamud R@d). Bunil-Harl Shgh is to th€ solth or the old Jamud Road and +ill

under the contrcl of Isl.ima Coll€ge P6hawar (tounded in 1913).

To Erington, the baslion type sbuchre of Shah.ii-ki-De}rri phas€ 3 and Tahkal

Area A could therefore k contempoBry, but ln view of the long occupation of the

fomer slte. She turther sa)s "bastions attached to the matn stupa its€tf at shah-

ji-kFo€hn, s€ems to lmpt that $€s€ r€re lncorporated as decoattve or stntcujrat

featul6 and are not indlcati!€ of anv slstem defens€".

H8slett also found of sculptrre ln Tahkal stbe probably of Naga Kalika Ganick atso

foond thrce pi€ces, Euddha, a Budhisanva and a f€mate head in mound A at

Tahkal.

Ganlcks excavation and r€ports are questtonable to the schotars, Burgess says; "in

plactcal .rcna€ology.... Thee had b€tt€r b€ no soruey at all then one onty to

produce r€pod on par wll'| tho6e prep.rcd In recent year ry-....... Mr. GaEict. f
there is an anhaeologic.l suryey I ought to be cleditabte to Govemment.

The Tahkal enclosure A has closed affinity wlth Shah'jiki-Dehrl enclosur€ both ln

st'/le and in masonry whlch is diaper ln both of the cases.

According to the Garlck work and in the repoG of 1916 snow the sire of Tahkal

had almost gone. In 1985 and 2001 ti€ pres€nt author w€nt an peEon ro the sit€



and iound aft-seeker, busy In lllegal di99tn9. Sinc€ 1916 thls is a sourc€ or iood for

the ad seeker / dealer, which means here is and was a mine of antiquifles.

Erington says "Accoding to Gopal Das, th€rc were rhideen dheis once s.atter€d

around the Tahkal arca. Not all of these w€re ne.ets.rity candhard sitss/ but as

th€ whole area has been extensivety setded in the twenteth century, tiHe of these

archaeological rernains must now be vtstbte on the sudace. From the avaitabte

evidenc€ of the ninet€€nth centJry €cod, we rhercforc conctude th.t u,le two

major sites of Tahkal Bala here ttlurtrated ( sbpa A and B), tay appmtinatety in

th€ area of tie modem Pasnlo A@demy and tt€ Istaina col€ge rcsp€ctively,

whll€ the stupa to Tahkal Payan excavabed by lohnslone can prcbabty be

ldenttfi€d wlth the rcmatns of Ros€nabad. The t€chniques of th€se eady

erc;vatoE leave a great d€al to b€ descdbed by mod€m standard, and certain

problens such as those of orientation and s.ate remain. Neverthet€ss, f|eir wolk

prcvid€s the only r€ord of these sires. vrhich in the case of $e Tahkat Bala

rcmalns is det iled enough for a clearcr pictu.e to emerge of ar teast two of the

Euddhist monum€nts, which must have on e dominated the landsc.p€ of rhis

neighbo ood.



APPEIIDIX A : FIRIiT SE SOI{, 1a?5.

Repot by Lieutenant P, Hastett, RE, on the exptorations ar Tahkat, near p€shawar,

dudng April and l4ay 1875 by the 4b ad 8$ Compantes Sapp€E and tglners,

under command of the late ueutenant c A. crcnpton, R. E.

Punjab covemment cauetber, Supplement 18th November 1875, 719_?0.

Punjab Home Depa.tment prcce€dings, D€cembe.1875, No. 6-A, 903_4.

I have th€ honour to forward, for the infomation

followhg report on the oebrations carrted on at

d|e months of Apil and l4ay tas! by the 46 and

llin€G under command of the tate Ueotenant C. A.

or the Punjab Gov€mnent, tne

Tahkal, near Peshawar, du.iig

8n Compani€s of s.pp€|s and

As lhe excavations at Shah:Ji-ki-Dhed gave no resutts, which seemed to justiry the

contln!.tion of the work ther€, the Deiachnent was withdrawn on the 5f Aprit,

and vl€rt was ommenc€d on tne 6b Apnt at Tahkat.

The site on which thes€ etptordtions were caffled on ts to the right of the

Peshawar Junrud Road, about 2 % mit€s from pe.hawar Chorch, and in rle angle

fomed by the junction of tte Dain rcad wi$ that from $e vikge of T.hkat B.ta.

there are three months at this spot, which hetghb are, respertiv€ty, 70 feet{5t and

15 feet's' above tie ptain (vtde Sketdr No. 1Is3. A deep cltting h.s been made in

that on the east side (wnkh is tt€ taq6t jn area) by prevous exDbreE. rhe



molnd 00 $e north is rhe hlghest, and is sumounted by a sotjd tower of mud and

bouldels. That to tne wesr is srnalesr both In height ano area.

The uncultivated ground behv€en the mouM is sr-ewn with targe faced stones,

which gBve indk tions of the prev.olls exi5tence of buitdings. On a cto6e.

Inspedron of O€ ground, the exlstence of wa s coutd be sumis€d, where faced

ston€s cropp€d up above the surface at intervats in straight tines, These wals

were graduatty exposed and fo owed up by taying bare each side of he waf for a

deptn of about a toot, and th€ resutt was the discovery of the foundation of a very

lary€ bullding, or buitdings, prob.bty a monas-tery. The fo owing is a des.dption of

the rurns dls.overed up to Ule date of Jeavjng off wo

Between the mounds B and C (Skerch No.l) is a sqlarc atea, .a, b, c, d,

surounded by a wall/ and thts not improbabty fomed a water rank4s,. lt js 250

tu€t squac, but the t/va[ has merely been !,.ced round, so that i6 depth is at

present unknown. Round rhe €dge of tne t nk is a space 20 feet wid€, and this is

sunounded by a &itdjng, conslsting of cels .bout s0 In number, which probabty

op€rEd on to the open space round th€ margin of bnk. The outer and inner wals

or the cells are 6yi reet thtctt and the divtdtng wa s 5r^ f€€t thi.k. AdJotntng the

outer wall of th€ nodh side of rhis quadrdngte is rour (only three tu y exptored)

sma[ courts/ also sunoundingr or parfly sonounded, by ce[s, as show. on the

pran (sketch No.1). Th€re are no trdces as y€t dtsrover€d of simitar courb b€ing



atLached to the other sldes of the m.in bulldlng. therc i5 a wall round the foot of

dle smalled mound C., forming a square court, and jurt including the ftound.

I}'€ south si.te of the main building above de€cnbed is continued eastward for 300

fee! and ls simllady dMded into cells'55. This forms the second side of tie other

rectangular court, probably enclosing the mound L The thid or east side has

b€en Bac€d fom th€ comer e., (sketd No.l) for a dbrance of 50 yards. A fouth

or north wall ls uncovered for about thrce yards beyond the probable positlon or

the comer at i Close to the high mound A' ale f6qments of walls of tne s.me

d€soipton have been found, including that U''e buildings extended also in that

Up to the present date the excavanon in the mound B, hav€ afforded the most

valuable reslllts. Some statues are reported to have been taken frcm the cutting in

the swmit by prcvious explorers. A podion ol a very masslve tullding has now

ben dis.ove€d (w. x. y, z.,sketch No. 1)'s. Plans and s€.tions showinq th€

descripton of the archlte{ture in d€tall are given in sketch No.2. The h€ight o! the

wall uncover€d frcm the suppos€d grcund le!€l Q to the top of the ruin G, is about

10 feel The point Q is probably he o.iqinal ground level, the partof the floor laid

barc in fiont and outside of the wall being pacca [sic] at thls level. The thickness

of these walts is unknown at pre6ent. No exc.edton haMng b€€n made b€hind

them. The fares of the tulldlng arc very shoe with columns at th€ angle (rig. 1,

"' w:rl .,g, ii.o$onriis Aftr B.

'' Fis. a, St@i Bl ddril ot pls md dion; li! 5, skd.i 2. r-l



Sketch No.2). A small podion of a wall V, has also b€€n found on the oppo€ite side

of th€ mound, about the $me lev€l as the top of $e ruin.

The top of the ruins of the lower buildingsi d€s<nbed in paras. 4 and 5, is probably

about the odglnal groond leved5?, being .bout th€ same lev€l genenlty as th€

pacca floor dlscover€d at the foot of S'e high buildlng, No doors oropening orany

sort have b€€n tound, so that only the foundalons of the low€r buiEinqs €nain.

Two cells (m, and n,, sketd' No.r) have be€n completet emptied, and he bo&om

of the wall found at a {|epth or 5 to 6 reet.

A water €hannel of pacca masonry (s€.tion given in fl9.4, skekh No. 2) le.ds ftDm

the tanl! a llttle below the level of the top of ruins, through the cell m,, and i6

continuation is again foond passlng thmugh cell.

The walls ar€ all built of nassive rubble masonry. of the same description as that

described by the late LieltenantC,A. Crompton, R. E,, in his rcport on th€ Building

ruins at Jamal Gahi, vlz., large blocts of vaned slone (Gnnite. lime-stone, and a

red shaly stone), the interstices b€tw€en whlch are flll€d in with ho 2ontal slabs or

slates ftom h to I inch thic& very caretulv flitted and laid in moltar, pat of the

high walls b€lng plaster€d.

The woft ceased on th€ 126 May, the sepoys

supp.essing the fire in Peshawar Oty, and it wd not

having b€coming too hot for work. Both Companies

b€lng requircd to a$is1 ii

r€-comm€nced, the reather

were at work irom the 66 to



the 25b Ap.il. The 4s Company ihen $,€rt to Chetat, .nd the 86 @mpany

continued the work until l2u lilay.

SndId oqlo|atons be cootnued rt thb dee noc cold sea6on, I thlnk the mct

Intercstng resulb would be obtalned by contlnuing !o Face aM lay bare the hlgh

builting, w, \ y, z, all round the mdlnd &, to dirco'/€rtd |ts bnn and lts walb, as

It is very probable that statues, & c., m.y be found in the inlerlor, I wbuld

also sugg€.t an oGmlnatbn of the hlgh mound A" by driving gallerles wlth the tld

of d|e msterial liEV used at Ha lGani.

Pesnawar, 96 August 1875.



Repofted by Li€utenant P. Hasl€tt, R. E., on arctlaeological oqloration at Tahkal

tunjab Govemment Gazette, supplement 30o l'larch 1876, 238-9.

No. lOF. Comp.laniKa Sung,256lanuary 1876.

From - Li€utenant P. HasletL R.E. Comnandlng O€tachment Sappe6 and Mineu.

To- The omciating secretary to Govemnent, Punjat Public wo*s oepadnent.

I have the honor to repo4 for the Infomation of the PunJab Govemment, tle

r6ub of the archaeological explorations n€ar Peshawar durlng the past cold

s€ason. The wolk commen€ed at Tahkal last cold season was continled, vh.,

uacing the buildlng contained in molnd B (Sk€tch No.3) and exploring mound A.

The moond I was found to contain rcgular buildlng of the fonn shotn in the

Sk€tch No.3 and of the $me s€.ton and architectlre throughout, as shown ln

APPEIIDU B: SECOI{D sEAsoN, 1476.

There wer€ appalenty at tne four sldes of th€ buildlng flights of steps, and these

faced nearlv north. south, ead and west.

No back could be found to the walls, and excavation into the mound gave no

€sulb, so that it was in all probabiliv a solid tope. The walls were plastered and a

sp€.imen or th€ plaster has b€€n sent to $e Deputy Comm6sioner, Peshawar'

The height ol this mound is about 15 feet above the oiginal qrcund level.



The mound A is about 70 fet abde the grclnd level, and was built solid T\ o

concentslc walls have b€en uncovercd {sk€tch 3y5!. Th€s€ are of 16 sid€s each,

and are intenor walls, hiilt to glve solidity to ti'e suuct!€. They nave prcjecting

stones to dovetall lnto the earth, and sbone6 filled In b€tw€€n. Inside tfie hner

wall arc crcEs walls, generalt built as ladii fiom the centse, and ead' and mund

sbon€s we.e fill€d ln between these walls in ho zontal layeB, which a€ easlly

distingulstable. Wn€n o(cavadng the mound lower dosn, a wall was found built

in steps, abo'n I inch6 fte and tread, Thls I do not think is a portion of the

outer wall of the tope, nor could any Eace of it be found. The excavaton here

was €xceeding difflcull the mud and ston€ fonning a solld mass-llke cond€te.

Round the mound A .re merc Ecce or wa|b (S*etd1 3); ol t'ese nothing more 6n

be made out $an ls her shown.

Th€re ar€ tsaces of walls of a similar descdptjon all over tie area between the

rnounds A, B, and C but evidently mer€ly the foundatons.

Th€ onty sculpture discover€d was a small slab, wfln figur€s in .elief of thrce

p€Fons !!il'' snak6 gwing out of their head.

The squar€ area- . bed - s.ld In my last report to be probably a tank/ I now

consld€r was m€r€ly a court-yad, as the bo$om of the foundatlons is round at he

sane level as the bottom of the loundabons of the other buildings surrounding.



I .m of the ophhn th€t rry ftr0|€r ogla.tofB rt Slb phe vould !e us.Lsn

mo6t dfhe hrHtNB n.|rlg lsr tEd a fd' a b pr.d..dg -d r lin dl.!
b m dtrE dlly r.|jbtrt. b.nE hr|d lse,

TDe dabdnant d StFdB -d i,fEs ccnnEEd wo.l m dt rr D€drbe

1875, srd lcft dl q| th. 13b Jrrlert 1874 b€hg ord.rd b Roorlce.





APPENDIX C: Excavdon Repo.t by Ganlck, $41-2
H. w' A. Garrick, R.port of a tour thrclgh B€hat CenFdl Indla, Peshawar and

Yusurzai in 1881-82, Archaeological survey of India Report, xix, 181-82. No. 37;

Takkal Bala, 133-7.

The 6n6rkably tall top€. or stipa, gemElt known as Takkal Bara ka dehn, being

th€ lary€st and most important obje{t in th€ n€ighbolhood of the village fiom

which it de ves lts name, is stuated on the road from the Peshawar canlonment

to the Khyber, lamrud, and c., about a quarter or mile distant iiDm Burj'i-

Badsingh where therc b a police sbtion.

I found the top€ with sone dift'dlty, as the€ a€ many ruins in tn€ n€ighouftood,

such as the low mound of rubbish and bouldeu co-mix€d, in whkh the sapFrs

and t'liners made some excavations a few years ago. ]llis mound is called Dhei

Pishakai, and I suspect must be th€ same that l'1r. B€tgar formedy took for th€

rcmains of a Buddhist monastery. I confess, hdever, that I fall€d to mak€ olt

races of any cells herc, but owing !o time, and also, p€tnapt to the 6int the

Sappers wo* has b€en so thorought fllled in, that this rnound nM exhibiE

nothing, though I was Infonned th.t it once yielded many fragmentary sculph'r€.j

and as my wolk at Takkal Bala was @fined to the exci\r.tion or h€r pnncipal

strpa. I w.s not able to satisfy myself on Uis poinl whicn is or litue mom€nt, as

the E€ater podlons of these mounds have al€ady been explor€d by SappeB.

The tope being ,n the midst of many sudr bar.c'ws, one might naturally have

look€d among S'€m for a monastery of some klnd, as ... Buddhist monks



generdlly establish $emsdves in clos€ proxinty to such sbpastslcl; but not w n

standing a due 5€adr, r co{ld not fx for certain tie site of any monasterv. On

constructlng the Kicka [slc] road (a tanch of the main road to Jamrud) towards

Takkal Eala walls, back potbery and debris of so'ts vtere nequentt exhumed, .le

some bake/s ovens have cllriously b€en found h€re a fe$/ fe€t b€low t'e g.ound

level. The remains he€ beslde th€ Great Tope and Dehirc Pishakai a€ those of

otlel ltdrdes call€d Kaosir and Bala.

The Takkal Bah top€s.... ls built ol mnssiv€ boulders, hanv of which weigh over

half a man ea6. Th€.e houlders ar€ partiallv drcss€dt but for the m06t pa.t we€

conglome6te stones, imbedded very fimly into a lime'cement or hoftar' piec€s or

whid I folnd adhenng to some of the cDnstuctjon ston€s, and the masonry thus

Mought ne.essitnted a fr€e use of the crcwttar in lts demolitlon; and it was onlv

when this Insuum€nt had b€€n placed in the spac€s afiorded bv crevices b€tween

$e rccks, that dl€y yreld€d to consbnt and vlgorous os.illation

Bdernalt this stupa is quite destbte of anbelhsnments, having no ornamentnl

comic€s of paneling of the kind genenlly found in a more or less injurEd state on

such buildlngs, and the appeaEn€e p€send by the tope merelv tiat or a conoid,

or s€mi-sphedc2l, hill, 80 ie€t high from foot to summi! and 250 feet in diameter

at the base, or about 750 fe€t in circumference

owing to material of which this monument is built, Genetal cunnlngham oPin€s

that it may have b€€n the bas€, or foundation, of a njll hiqher stupa; but for th€

following r€asons, I think lt may........ be called a comPlete monument, firsdv



becruse its o{cessive helght akrc $ou5 almost rcdude dre po66lb{lity of Ib

being merely th€ b6€ of . s€cond supar unl€5s $th $rp€rstucElE rct€

untrcedented ln tldghq secondly, as tn€ tope F€serts a uue conold fo.n, and

otre6 no pLteru €t the $mmlt upon wnkh a s€cond bolldlng could have sbod.

otwnh6bndlng the r€stiane 06€r€d by the pedjbry b4h n€sonry employ€d

In thb tope, I m.naged to E(c.vaie r.th€r mo.r than har -or ftun U|€ srmmlt of

dl€ s!4. b . llti€ b€low lts cen!e.......h or(k{ to .void misslng any deDGit this

orpola may have contrlfEd. I dMded lt lnto bur equal parts by a ouaifoin

lrrangfttent of u€idres sev€Ir 0r elglt ftet wlde, €denditg rigm thrcugh tne

mound and crosshg eadr other at lb ente. Th€6e uench€s, of rcads,,..,, wefe

(adled down to a @th of n€ady 50 feeq 0r sontewhat more tn n bar tne €ntrc

deour.

B€fo€ doing ood-atoos her€, tro colcd nale helab and orle female he6d wrl€

adrm€d. Th€ hEer of the fo.|n€. p6lr deart rEpftsents elddh! In the $,.11-

known bfin of spllt ears and abundant ctrt kldcr; the ouer male he6at, fDm lts

elaboraE heidirss, I stroold take to b€ a portaft - m06t probably of a king.

The female head b onv r€nudou€ for lts ocesst\€ qlln€s6. Al th6e sculptur€s

I ftlt h sato keeplng at p€6h.vff, rs bo u deidy to r€mo\€.

I rcgrct th.t no Ins.rlpdor6 rdere found h€€, but 4 eid€r by sapo€ls or othe6,

th€ e(cavatlon of thb mound b coodnu€d .t some fubrrc tm€ to Eoundlevd

befo.E wnidr Br€ d€po6ltdEmb€r (f ary e)(Et) wlll pmb.bly be rcadr€d, a larg€r

.haE ot succ€.s tnan I met wnh may l€6o.|.tly b€ eqeded frqn $dr . wo*.



aPPE DD( D: 1916 Excavation OF lrOUl{D B

V. Nate$ Alyar, Archaeological Survey of Indla Frcnti€r Clrcle, Annual Report,

1915-16, 1- 2.

Here I may mote that, on the lzd lanuary 1816, I received informatron through

my asslstant that an ancient mound In the prednct of the Islamia College,

Peshawar, was b€ing levelled up under th€ ordeB of the College Commite€, and

that in the cou6e of th€ clealance they had llghbed upon remains of an old stupa.

I at once went and insp€cted tne spot, and aft€r sstisting mysef that the rulns

really consisted of $e plinth of stupa ol massive proportions, wrcte to the

se.retiry io fte Commltte€ otredng my help to ensu€ the proper conduct of the

||o& and slggest n9 the lines on which il had to b€ cani€d oul The work has

now practically come to a close and I undeBland that a few coins and a few

antlq.ities only have been dis€overed, As these finds are govemed by th€

Trcasure Trove Act (XII of 1891) I would slggest for the consideEtion of the

Local Government that they should b€ submitted to my D€partrnent for

examination and acquisition. ff deslmble, for the Peshawar l4useum. lt is also

essential that the stupa frcm which th€s€ objecls werc rccovered should be

de.lared prctect€d .nd k€pt in prop€r repalr for the b€nefit of the public. On

reference to the old records and reporb in nry omce it s€ems to me that the

mound in qu€stion b he same as that eKavated by a company of SappeE and

Itllners as long ago as 1875A.D.

V, Natsa Aiyar, Archa€ol€ical Survey of India Frcntier Circle, Annual Report

1915-17, 5,6.



Tah||l Bala:

In my last report I rel€red bri€fly to celtaln €xcnvations conducted by the Islamla

Coll€€ authors at Peshawar in their own grounds. fies€ have now come bo a

dos€, and M.. watkins, Head l'laste. of th€ collegiate Hlgh school who was in

charge of the oper4iont has kindly sent me a note on the same from whicn I

extract the following Infomatonl

The present stupa mound is the smaller of he two whi$ were partlally qcav.ted

by a company of Sappers and NineB under U€utenant Haslett as long ago as

1875, and of which an .ccount is published in Plnjab Gazette of the followlng

year. Along with that account l4r. Haslett has glven a plan of the present buitding

and also of an e{tensive monastery clo6e by, of wtrich all that ls l€ft at tnis time

are the bare ouuines, Hr. Hasletfs heasurements, haever, aE not wholly

accuraG, and he seems fudher to hav€ rcconstructed the plan of the nonum€nt

before lt was completely €xposed. Ref€rence is.lso made to this site by Sir

Ale€nder Cunningham In his rcpot for the year 1881-82, and other eplorcls too,

such as Dr. B€llel\r, are sald !o have taken away s.ulptures frDln here or the

nelgholdng mound of EurJ Harl Singh.

Iahk l r Ille Nineteenth CenEry Record of Two Lost candhara Sites.

The strpa, as now expos€d, stands on a brick platfom and seems to have been

{rudfom in shape with a staiftays leadtng up to its bem at eacn one of the

cnrdlnal pojnts. Its plinth is square in ptan, measunng 118 f€et on each side

excludjng the step, and is faced with massive lime stone bto{ts In rhe tater s€mi-



ashlar and seml-diaper style. The moutdtngs and pttastels on tte ptinth/ as w€tl

6 the masonry coursE .t th€ salient and .eentedng angtes are of Kanjur, white

the InteEtlce€ betwe€n tn€ masonry arc fltted in with bdcks and chips of state as

h the Kanlshka chaltya at Peshawar. n€s€ mouldings, it may be obs€ryed, ar€ of

tours and scolra ord€. of the later vadety, Above them are sibated pita*eu wiul

Connthian capibls s.'t at interuals of three feet, The ptinth ls buitt in t€races

slightly set back frcm each o$er and cove€d over with a thick coat of stucco. This

sbcco coatlng is still intact on the eastem face of the monumen! where is atso to

be seen the de€p red paint witn whidr ib surrace was ongina y iltuminated.

Whether the pllntn was rclle!€d by Buddha .nd Budhisattava figur€s, as is th€

cas with similar memodats In $e peshawar Vafley, it is not possibte to s.y at

p€s€nt, n€lther is it possible to detemine the nat!rc and et€vation.of the drum

and dome of the sbpa, as there are no vestges teft of them.

The core of the stupa is of rough rubbte, being made up of dverM pebble! and

clay/ and, when a pit was sunk in rle cente, lt reveated, at a depth of 6,6" b€tow

the sudnc€ of the nound, a rettc ciamber, measuring 19" sqlare. The stdes of

this chamb€r a€ constructed of four btocks of Kanjur, white, covenng the whote

botbom, was a large slab of slate .bout five f€et square and four inches thick. The

chamber se€ms !o have been clos€d fiom ab.ve by means of four roughty drcss€d

sbones, for these were found tying in it atong with the r€tic deposiL of this

deposit/ how€v€r, all that has suruiv€d are fiv€ copper colns attibutabte to th€



Kushan king Vasudevai but it is p.esumable that there werc also some bones,

which in couEe of tlm€ had got redu.ed to ashes.

Th€re is nothing espedally wortn rc.ording among the antquiti€s r€covercd iiom

thls site. Th€5e are very f€w in number, and mosdy consist of pieces of pottery

and sculptu€l fragments.

As bo the date of the monumenL I am inclined to think that the style of hasonry

as w€ll as the coins and other antiquities unearth€d here betoken the close of the

hi.d or the beqinninE of the folrth century A.D. as the probable period of its

It rcmaans to add tnat alonq the edge ol tn€ bick platrom on which the stupa

stan6 are uaces of 
'ralls 

which, prgumably, are the onv rcmnanls left of the

clrcle of chap€ls which once surounded tne stupa, rcmains of Gandha6 walling

ar€ also found on th€ blgger mound close by/ which, when finally explored, rnay

prove to contain some lmportant monument,

The principle conttibution of Gandhard to archite<tu€ was in th€ development of

buildings d€dicat€d to the Buddhist religion.r5' shah-ji-ki-Dehi lik€ Takhat-i-Bahl

has a plan of conn€{tor cells for the accommodadon of the monks, probably some

nicn€s w€re also therc to hous€ the devotional objecc.

A veritable Buddhist wonder or the Buddhist wodd was the most famous strpa of

Shah-ji-ki-Dehn h Gandhala.



It rv6 6lse.l by Klng K.nH*, in Pelh €r, &catatioo of Sihah-ji_kiB|ti has

lE\realed r squarc phft.m hlghly d€cor.ted rvlth sor@ - lm.g€s of Addha. and

with stalrc.s€s ascendlng to the s€cond floor. $ng Yun r cnlnes pilgdm who

came tE e in sixth cert!ry A.D. inflm us; the sup€rstucurc was built of'every

knd of wood and the monument in dtEan tu Eys rce b 6 helght of seven

hundrcd f€e! and wd domlnated by an lron mast slpportlng thrteen gllded

copper umbi€llas, ard .|.!nent whlch tirough lts att'dcton of llgh0ng led to tne

d€srEton of the tov€r.



Erinston/Falk: X.nl.l(a R€llquary

Appendix Er The ins.ription on th€ so-called Kaniska

casket

HarrY Falk

The text on th€ €asket has b€en edrted sevelal times; the vetsion in konow (1929,

p. 137) ls unfotunately cit€d to tnis dar, in st€m detunce of r€.ent €s€ardr,

done by Mukh€rjee (1964 and 1989) and Fussman (1987, p. 770.

The text ls wdten in four lines arcund $€ Gsket and on tfie lid. It is

the s€quence of th€5€ four lln6 which is the topic of this pap€rr

dpanding on an ddier note (F.lk 2001b, p. 595). ln all editions

hitherto, the text app€ars st'dng€t distorbL'd, not answenng the

rcquirements or syntax and, In edition, with s€ver.l truncited words.

ln tnE sequ€r, I would lrke ro show that a smd€ loot at the obje.t

leads to a much improved t€xt. rhe four lin€s frcm top bo bottom

1. The top of th€ lid is decordt€d witn concenuically aranged lotus
leav€s. €acn s€paEted by a vertical line. On most l€aves t$o letteE
arc punched, one !o the left and Ble otner to the dght of th€ central
v€rtical line.the totrmost text thus hands th€ casket into the case of
the saruastlvadin t€achers. Konow reads con€.tly:

acaryana sarvastivatina platg€he

ddh6.ib d.Fe'lk.6itiGd*hd



2. On th€ vertical side6 of the lid a rcw of flying g€€se ls found. In-between
every pair of gee€e some 3-5 letters are Inclsed. In two places the text is
cornpletely emded. In one of these €rod€d spaes Konow €xp&ted he prop€r
b€ginning or the t€xt, sbning with a date. He had only rubbings of the
frgments and he did not €alise that h€ ln fact staded reading the text fiom S'e
back of the lld. Slnce the lid is cromed by a seated 8lddha and two
attendants, it ls p€rf€ctt clear that the eye of any onloot€l wolld stad frcm a
point dir€ctly in lront of the Bluddha, runnlnq clock{ise arouMthe band, In
konowb edidon lt readsl

sam It malttlalaja*l sa Kanl(nlxskhasa*1. Imana (na)s(r)a{el
ldhal..g(r)ary.ka

^de 
r4'ifu Ed b1 b.i. xdElc(iFL *qlnrr4d! h!6drD.oynhEd

..Ja$ kani kaniskapure nagarc ayam gamdha-karamde

ft 3 trt 4 b .(ed by 
'Mn 

(r4z pD)

M,d!'a'dfuftldde!4,ldsdo,4E

deyadharme s.rva satvana hita suhartha bhavntu,

s.R.A.A..VIII (2002)

4. The fourth line stands below the thid; the lettels arc disp€Eed
between the legs of th€ dveEe figu€s. lt was Ead as

dasa agisala navakarmia lKa*lne(n€)shkasa vihare
mahasena(na) s(an)Ehardme

by konow (1929. p. 137) and Fanslated as'the slave ,qisala
was the architec, -in Kaniskat Vihar., in Mahas€na3 Samghacma".
This lin€ was imprc,ved quit€ €art by Bunow (1943), who did away
with the 'slave &isala". The nct Eent improvement comes fEm
Fussman, who corected i4ukharlee3

...sa agisala navakammialsicl (ka*)naskara vihare
mahasenasa s(am)sharame

i.to a reamnged and much b€tter



mahas€nasa samghaEksidasa angisala-oava.tamiana

t'anslated as "(Gift of) r4ahasena <and> Samgharakslta, the
s€ryrce monks In charye ol the fir.oom in the <.>ska monasten/
(fussman 1984. p. 79a). Mukherjee (1989) accepts the tetber ksi and
insists on Kanlska I as the donor of h€ casket.

with the pemisslon of the director and rhe culator, I was
allowed to inspect the orisinat casket at the peshawar.t4oseurn for
s€veral hou6 in eady October 2000. The incised tetteE ar€ very
diffrcllt to read, .nd look very difter€nt when view€d in fut! suntiglit
or Inshade, My ftrst tftpresslon was that the taditionat begtnning on
the side of the lld must be wrong since tt slarts at the bacaof the tid;
my second thought concemed tne meaning of the sentenc€s, which
appeareo, as a resutt so sEangety ftdgem€nt€d. The nddte was soon
erved t'y sinply staftng att tines n the middte of the @skel nghr
under tne Buddha .nd to he teft of the royat figure, both o.
whichleave no doubt that fl-ey once command€d the centE of the
composition. Wtl this ctu€, it became apparent that the tin€s hav€
to be read in tie suc€ession 2{-3t11. Thls means. the s.dbe stired
i. the centre or tie lidr !o the t€ft of the fi.st goos€, Miting:

- - (goose 1) ka ntslka pul (goos€ 2) re nd 9a (goose J)
E lal yam ga dha tkal (goose 4) ram de (1 or 2 tehers obltterared)
ta or I (goos€ 5) all l€tbeE obtireErd (goose 6) ja s. t€ ni (goos€j ).

Kanlskapure na9.r€4 ayam gadhakaramde.. t /L....

Konow was p€fecly dght when he exp€.ted tne ,as! to b€
the end of an onghal maha.ajasa, But then why shoutd the lin€ end
so abruptly in l€nl? If this 6 the beginning of kaniskasa, wherc then
is the rest or the name?ir can be found to rh€ teft of he royat figurein line 4, wh€rc the rext continues: skas. viha€ mahailna
sanlharaksitasa agisnla-navakarmiana. Now this tine agatn ends
oddly wlth a gentive hanging In th€ air, untit we continue ln tine 3
above, again startlng to the teft of the mtddte of the frcnr, wnere we
get deyadharne $rvasatvana hir.suhartha bhav.tu. Une I on top of
dre lid presents U|e usuat finat phEse, phced apat, as on the
ward.k vas€, on a s€p.rate tin€ ((onc,w 1929, p. 170),



EEington/F.lk r.anlrl6 Rdiq!.ry

rhe whole tod thus lools llke thls:

2r kaniskap0rc nagarc ayam gadhakaEmde.. ta/l (mahaE)asa k.nl

4r skasavihare mahasenasa samghamks-rbsa aglsala_navakarmiana

3: dev€dhann€(.) saMdsatvana hlta&hartha bfiavatu( l
1: acaryana sarvaslvatina pratlgnhe

"rn tn. tosl K.nbk:pE frrs

h.ll, vi!, ol rLhag! (.d)

l4.y lt b€ for the wefa.e and happin€gs of all beings

In the acceptafice of tle teaders of tl€ SarvdsE /ada sdool".

The structure of the first sentence s€ems to fo$ld the r€storation of
any soft of date for the mlsslng letteE, whlch Mukherj€€ has dis.aded as well,
but whtch ls stll prcsent In the hansladon of Fussrnan (1984, p. 79a), "[In $e
)€ar x of the great kjngl{.

when rcponing u s readlng to R. salomon, he kindlv d€w mv
attention to the article written in lapane.e by S,.dakata (1998), who, llkewise,

starting from th€ original casket (then in Tolqo) had linked llnes 2 and 4. But his
s€quence ls t1l-t3l-2.4 and he regards lln€ 3 as also lndeP€nden! "rt4ay this
religlous 9R be for th€ wlfare and happiness of all beings", whereas ln awkwad
s€qu€nce must h due to a mb.alculaton on the part of the engraver: he punched

line 2 and thowht he colld erd u|e ser$ence in line 4 near the base of $e body
of th€ casket. But after filllng the ava able spacg h€ still had one word left. Thls
h€ could only write in th€ space between llnes 2 and 4. So havlng ended the
senGn€e wlth deyadharme, h€ then complet€d another full llne by addlng the
stock phEs€saruasawana hitasuhatha bhavatu.

I{OrES

Efumebox ... 13 uE d4r donaton ot the .rd tects of r[ t€_

s6msha6rdrr, r. tlE mrery (lboded bl) bE (r'4.h.d)F

1. The dltrd tandatid of thls @louEd plln (HaEEM 1914, pl. mD hto Uac[ and whte
G.nngton 1937, p, 316, fr9.8) led Kwayana 0997, p, 20) lnoftctly to attibut€ Harg€awl
chonologr@l hterpretadon b m€. Fly dr.4Elonln df, adde dled $lery onmed the
b6s!d3 ol HalllM'ph.* 3, not dE otEr srrldwl t@!B of ue 5t!p.-



z l@.rlno to Hfry F.Iq ln $Ebi lh dd wld b. |6@ldrnao.si, dE Frnve r,
ol |mLdrl6, nra.*E 'ffieflni! nro.bn ardr!.r& iJi.t gr b b tE b!|E
lalind !. dEtfflrtt bddE aB 6 td r doltrg Epalr {rd( ln. tsn gc to b.
lblri .lddvdv in Buddhllt dtoas,

3, S.tl. ShB. 1993r p. r4O; Nldd Xhe 1949, p. r95/ rfEE a snd, unl qlbed 6dct of a
llnlld !tvl. ls oEgrEd.

.. roricdr.l(r) 4 ilddsle.'! Fgsn 
'!ard 

lt a 3 d.cl!6l 
'l'.r|4' 

hefin (r$7, D.
7$) i6 { b B|lrah (1961, p, s3, *a} r bb r G r llin F, rt hEF$ EE stll€ -.
nt dcd.ped b d!t{[l$ . s. tm dE'd*L,pEd'letEs ar (*8, itE st ollsr
clk !r l@. 6t k rLtb.



Fig.l. Mrp: AcltunrcniaD Period (a[{Ali 2003)
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Fis It. Mauryu Pcdod in llE vallcy otPcshawir(!ncr Ali2003).
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fig llt. Pshlwnr Vrllcy Durnrg D ln(o-Cmk t'criod (rncr Ali 2003)
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ligy:!!qg! tlt KElun rim6 in thc vallcy P6hawar (anf Ali 2001)
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Fisvl Showirg lnigation in llc Psnaw& v.llcy (andAli2003)-
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FisvIL L.nd Usc Map oflhc P6hiwir valkyGnd Ali2003).
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FiBvlll, PtrsiosmPhic M.pollhc P&rn td Vrllcv(rnd li 2001)
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lig IX. Soit Nd Lddlbd al lhc Vallcvof}6hiwur(anc! Ali2003)
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Fi'r Xl. M ollhc old Crlv l l3" _lt'r .cnluN A D) lrncr l lussir' lvga)
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fits Xll. M.p Snosing Routc ofrh. Chiisc PilSdm to P€haw'i (rncr Dmi-1995)
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Map XIII. PilSrin Roure fion qnna (and Rewatla 2000)
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ris Xlv Khro3h$i R@o!d lom An ncd Altock (and Dani 1995:43 & 1954)
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Fis Xvl Showing Slrh'Ji-Kl-Dhdi Ple a C6@rion (Do-d lnq Klwttafls 1997)
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ig XVII. Shah-Ii_Ki_Dh'ri Pls ofth' Msin StrPt (Dn"tt lft'r Kuwavm! 1997)
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FiS XVlll. Poltcry (Drlwn ancr Kusn'{mi I 097)
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F,8. xlx. Morc Potbry (DEwn ttldKus'vdt 1997t
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Fi8. XXII, Pls ofrbc Fit t & Sdond Fl@r of lh' E*ftn Gtlc !t Oor Khrlrcc
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tis x Xv. Dra$ing Sho*ing Excavilion Phn at Cor Kluftc (a'rct D!@tri I D97)
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Pl Xlll. LryouroarhclrctrchcsGorKhlltcc cxcd\ lotrs(aficrDudrni l99r)



PIXIV. British Pciod Stuctutcs Cor Kl rclr'avllions(aftcrDurini1997)
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Tnnslation of c poetory r.Snrding Bagm s l[. nd. oflh€ P.shlwr Cilv.

lrr,tt f, |'!ir * dJ,Kr,.n p
r|fL--.? r IiJ--F.rJt--J r

lhe datNels of BagBm (Peshawar) Sing, dance aod smile over
the Poems ofRehmat 

r."hmrn,ob.r

J-,Jr /L'.JL dt, f vL-Jr___--J r

rl,-4,-r.t.r____--J,.*L-,
All dre people were fed on the lands of Kohat while the tribe of

, 
Bangash moved to Bagr 

?trushal Krran Krraual

,rr LL r ar.? t Jl+ q, 1dr.--------r
ul-$ j r",t y'.,"'io$r r-J

lf some one rakes my colorful poctl to Bagam, then there will
rllvays be sprins season;n fie Eardens and meadow' rllr#il;*

6" r jlrt Jr i6 t. ,_;
d-, .irr, ,":..-+ tr y.i4
aJ-t qt:__. ,;r i
^,!r, r______.: r, !t€ /_

Unril this hean carching palace lasts and it has rhisjoyfijl cetebraring
Nowroz, tillthat rime O Bagram you may not be given a bad name,

Kazim Knan

t iJ.- e\ n ,r, ili.r CF! di /Lii,'j cjt
Tlle be^uliful dsn$els should come al once
no\v:r day the bealtiful girl ofthe Bagram

thfon ofbeauty.

to pay salam, because
;s wo(h having thrs

Ka?im Kban Shaida.
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